
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



Digitized by 



Google 




\ 



600025978. 




Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



^^ * • 1_ 



600025978. 




■ 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



. ./ 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



t r ■* 






y 



*, 



SELECT LETTERS. 



I N T W O VOLUMES. 



V o L. n^ 



Digitized by vjOOQIC 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



SELECT LETTERS 

BETWEEN 

THE LATE DUCHESS OF SOMERSET, 

LADY LUXBOROUGH, I MR. WHISTLER, 

MBS DOLMAN, { MR. R. DODSLEY, 

WILLIAM SHENSTONE, E S (^ 

AND OTHER Si 

iXCLVDIKG A tKITCH OF TKl 

MANNERS, LAWS, i^c, 

p r T H K 

REPUBLIC OF VENICE, 

AND SOME POETICAL PIECES; 

THS WHOl^ NOW riflST VUBLItlTKO 

FROM ORiniNAL COPIESl 



IN TWO VOLUMES. 
VOL, U. 

LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR J. DODSLEY, PALL-MALL, 

MrCCLXXVIXI. 

^/^.J^. /pa. 

Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



*■''<. t 



Digitized by 



Google 



( V ) 



CO NT E NT S 



To VOLUME IL 



Lett. I. TT7ILLIAM Sheiiftone, E/q. to 

W Mr. — ^ — ^ accounting for a 

Delay of IVriting ; a Befcribing Lord FoleyV 

Seat^ ^c. Nov. 20, 1762. Page i 

Lett* IL W. Shenftone, Efq. to Mr. G — , 
on familiar Topics. No Date. 8 

Lett. III. W. Shenftone, Efq. to Mr. Jago, 
on familiar Topics. No Date. 12 

Lett. IV. The fame to Mr. Whiftler, onfa-^ 
miliar Topics. No Date. 15 

Lett. V. The fame to — *— ^. No Date. 20 

Li&TT. VI. Mr. Whiftler to W. Shenftone, 
Efq. Sentiment on FriendflAp. No Date. 22 

Lett. VII. The fame to the fame ^ on familiar 
Topics Sept. 9. 25 

Lett. VIII. The fame to the fame, containing 

an Anecdote of the Princefs Amelia, (^c. 

Sept. 9. 28 

A 3 Lett. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



vi CONTENTS. 

Lett* IX. ^be fame to the famey an familiar 
Topics, with an Encomium on Mr. Garrick. 
Jprili^. 31 

Lett. X. defame to the famcy requeuing an 
Interview at Oxford. No Date. J5 

LiETT. XI. The fame to the fame, on familiar 
Topics. No Bate. 37 

Lett. XU- The fame to the fame, complaining 
af bad Health and Spirits. 2ug. 4. 40 

Lett. XIII. The fame to the fame, on familiar 
Topics. Sept. 8. 42 

Lett. XIV. The fame to the fame i Sentiments 
on the Leafowcs, old Songs, i^c. Nov.Z. 

46 

Lett. XV. The fame to the fame, on familiar. 
Topics. Nov. 24. 50 

Lett. XVI. The fame to the fame^, on Enjoy^ 
ments by Reflexion, the Pleafure of riading 
Jutbors, in Society, 6fc. April 13. 53 

Lett. XVII. The fame to the fame, on the re- 
fined i>enfations of Friendjhip. No Date. 59 

Lett. XVIIL W. Sheiiftonc, Efq. to Mifs 
Lowe, on familiar Topics. 63 

Lett. XIX. W. Shenftone, Efq. to Mrs. 
A — . Anecdote of a Hat given for a Sermon, 
with Sentiments on thefcanty Incomes 0f Cura- 
cies, isfc. No Date. 65 

Lett. XX. W. Shenftone, Efq. to Mifs Car- 
^ ter, on familiar Matters. No Date. 68 

Lett. 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



CONTENTS. vii 

Lett. XXr. S. D— , Efq. to W. Shenftonc, 
Efq. inviting his Return to Oxford. Jan. 20. 

72 

Lett. XXIL ^e fame to the fame , on fornix 
liar Matters. No Date. 74 

Lett. XXIU. A. B — ^ Efq. to the fame^ on 
the like. No Date. 77 

Lett. XXIV. Mr. J. Whiftler to W. Shcn- 
ftone, Efq. giving an Account of his Brother^ s 
Death. May 26. 81 

Lett. XXV. A. B— , Efq. to W. Shenftonc, 
Efq. on familiar Matters. Jan. 11. 84 

Lett., XXVI. defame to the fame, with Re- 
marks on the Amufements in London. Feb. 9. 

87 

Lett. XXVIL l^e fame to the fame^ on f ami-- 
liar Matters. No Date. 90 

Lett. XXVIII. ^he fame to the fame, on the 
like Matters. 93 

Lett. XXIX. defame to the fame, on being 

folicited to revife and correal fome JVritings. 

No Date. ' ^y 

Lett. XXX. Mr. Dodfley to W. Shenftonc, 
Efq. inviting him to Londan, isfc. Dec. 30. 

100 

Lett; XXXT. The fame to the fame, on the 
Indfpcfition of the latter. Feb. 12. 102 

Lett. XXXII. The fame to the fame, on the 
Publication of his Fables^ an Exchange of Por- 
traits,, ^c. No Date. 103 

Lett.. 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



VUl 



daNTENTS. 



Lett. XXXUJ. . The fame te thejamt^ p fornix 
liar Matters. Juifei^. loj 

Jj^rr. XXXIV. TChe Jame to fhe Jame^ on the 
ini£)ukd Eff^y Ui his Fublesi ^c* June 24, 

L^TT. XXXV. The fame to^ thtjame^ acknow^ 

. i^dging . the R£ceipt of bis Portrait, £sf r. Np 

Date, , 112 

Lett. XXXVL W. Shenftbne, EJq. to Mr. 

. Hull, ^t Birmingham, recotnmending a dra- 
matic Plan for the Story of Rofamond ; imtb 
fomefiibjoined Stanzas on the Obelijk ^»Landf- 
downe, near Bath. j4ug. 29,1761. 115 

Lett. XXXVII. The fame to tbefamey at Co- 
vent-Garden Theatre j relatiitg an Event at 
the Leafowcs, with fame Obfervations on our 
Lawfy and a Ballad in the antient Stile. 051. 

• 18, 1761. 120 

Lett. XXXVIII. The fame to the fame \ Re- 
marks on the TFritings- of Dr. Lancafter and 
Mr. Griffith. Nov* 16 y 1761. 132 

Lett. XXXIX. The fame to the fame^ with 

: Thcughts on Ballad-fP^ritingy and two Ballads. 

Chrijhnas-Eve, 1761. " 135 

Lett. XL. Thefcme tcMifsyi — ; Reflexions 
on frequent Parties of Pleafurey two Anecdotes 
and Cadwal, a legendary TalCy in two Parts. 
Dec. 8, 176 1. : 143 

Lett. XLT.' iVfr. M. G— ,/^ W. Shenftone, 
Efq. erxlofing an Extru£l from. 

A Lett, 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



|i4tt« %U1. ^pAfT I^etter^ and a fngtital 
Fragmtnt^ June ax, J76CX 167 

JjB*T. XLIII, R, G— , Efq. to Mr. HuU, 

X witk Rmarhs ^n the inj^nce^ of ffHiefty t^ 

^^urib vff^oils in IJH^on Streets. JmeiS, 

183 

i^TT. XLIV. Afft. — ^ tt A^, auH, ^ 

Covciit-Gftrden. 9vbntfy«^ wtat m ^oHginal 

iPoem, ly W. Shenltone^ J^. Dec. 28, 

1774- 1-90 

JUtt. XLV, M^, W-^ i^ Afr. Huil, mfb 

. Hemarks on the foregoing Poem^ the Diamond, 

yonJ a tritmtary Infrnftion .and &egy -to tkf 

Memory (^ W, Shcuftpn^. ^fq. Jan^ 16, 

'Jl.ETt, XLVI,. lEl. tr-*, :^. rt thefame^ m 
' the Prof effionvfim A^qr^ , , ilji 

;|tjBTT, XLVH, -- — k Mrs. SU— ^ from 

Venice, defcriUng Journey ofrofs MoHpt Cenjji, 

'eeneije jfccvunt <^ Venice w her Arrivnl^ and 

Vttrio^s Events there, viz. a Nun taking the 

Veih ^c. b&. 15, 1765. 223 

IjiT't. 'Xi-Vin. Thejfitme to thejame 5 Btfctip'^ 
tUin- of the Divef^ons^y &e. in Y mice. Dec. 

' ^i, ^76'5- ^3* 

:^T. XLiX- Dr. A— 7te Jlfr, HuU, which 

eommenm M jlecount^f tie ^ofiticai Stdte ef 

v/i^f Venctiaxi iiepuUif. idffrtl ^y ij66. ^39 

*^TT. L. The fame to the fame \ political 
.Stute of V^kt ^mtttm^d. ^ \4fpil ^, 1766. 

Lett, LI. psi$ fame to the fame ; political 
Sfate of y»ice €$iiHmud. jfyrU 12, 1766, 

* ' " 156 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



X CONTENTS. 

Lett» LII. Tbi fame to the fame} political 
State of Venice continued, jfpril 15, 1766* 

265 

Lett. LUI. ^be fame to the fame i political 

State (?/ Venice continued. Jpril i^y 1766. 

276 

Lett. LIV. * ^be-fdme to the fame ^ political 

State of Venice continued. May i, 1766. 

Q»6 

Lett. LV. 'The fame to the fame \ political 

State of Venice continued. May 6, 1766. 

296 

Lett. LVL — to Mrs. — ; Defcription of a 

Retirement at Palluello, fcf^. June 20. 306 

Lett. LVII. The fame fo the famei Defcriph 
/w» ^ Bridgnorth^ ^c. July 5, 309 

Lett. LVIII. The fame to the fam^\ Defcrip^ 
^tf/r (?/ Dunkcid. ^ July 22, 314 

X^rr. I^IX. The fame to the fame i SketcJ^ of 
Athoil iJoufe I Unecdote of the Laird of 
Foignes, trV. S^. 10, 1764. ^19 

Lett.- LX. The Countefs of Hertford to Dr. 
Barnet i pccafmed by fome Meditations the 
T>o3or fent hery upon the Death of her Son, 
Lord lliCAuchzmj^. 31:^. 

Lett. LXI. Hr., A-rr to Mr. Hull; fhort 
Defcription of Paris, and the Environs. July 

Lett. JJXlh , Tb(^/ame to the fame. OS. 13, 
771- 33? 



SELECT 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



CONTENTS. xi 

Lett, LXX, The fame to the fame^ defcriiing 
her Arrival at Kimbolton CaftU^ with a 
Sketch of the Place. Nov. 24. 324 

Lett. LXXL Tbe fame to the fame ; Jbort 
Defcription of Paris and the Environs. ' July 

I^TT, LXXIL The fame to the fame: Oil. 13, 

ILett. LXXIII. The fame to the fame i Sketch 
of Switzerland, and the Carnival Timi at Ve- 
nice. Jan. 2$i 1772. 341 



SELECT 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



C ' 3 



^^ 



S £ L te G t 

L E T T E R S. 

V , ' ' : 

LETTER L ^ 

W. Shenstone, Efq. to ■■» 



^he Lea/owes^ 
My dcarcft Friend, ^(7v. 20, 17612; 

IT is a very fiirprifing znd ti cruel Thing, 
that you will not fuppofe me to have 
been oui of Order^ after fuch a Negleft of 
writing, as can hardly be excufed on anv other 
Score. 1 cannot, indeed, lay Claim to what 
the Doftors call an acute Difeafe : but pizzi^ 
nefs of Heady and DepreJ/ion of Spirits <re at 
Vol. IL B "^ belj; 
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bcft no /nw^/ Maladies, and gr^t Difccurage- 
miHls to writing* Thq|e is a lethargic State 
of Mnd that deferves your Pity, not your 
Anger; though it may require the Hellebere 
of fharp /Reprocif, - Why - then did. you not 
apply thi^ pungent iiemeciy, before the Difeafe 
was gone fo far.^ But ferioufly, I pafs too 
m62h of that 'B^rt rff Tim6, Vhetein I alh 
neimer well nor ;?/; an3 being unafele to ex- 
prefs myfelf at large, am averfe to do fo dy* 
Halve* From riic ftrar^ La c onicifm of your 
Letter, I am really in Doubt, whether you 
are not angry at me ^ and yet had rather this 
were owing to jfnger that may fubfide, than 
to any perfevering Fandnefs you may have for 
fuch unufual Brevity. Should the latter become 
habiiuaL I. ihall fee the Letters of a Genius 
dwindle to ^^fer firjl will advife the NeedfuW^ 
God forbid fuch, a Transformation ! 

. Xouryi?n»^Xetter, to my great Confufion, 
was dated^^j)/. 18. Let me fpeak firft to fome 
few Parts of it — ^Thc Lampreys arrived fafe, and 
were as good as 1 ever tafted > but every Time 
I tafted them, I wanted you \ and you are mif- 

takcn. 
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taken, if you imagine^ I can hal£ rdifh fuch 
Cates al^e: howerer, I letiHrn you Thanks. 

You gave* me no Account how far the Bath 
Wafers, Cf?r. were jud^ expedient for ybu. 
A charitable Adion called you up to To\^( 
and yoU) in the Benevolence of your Hearty 
prefume, that this accsunis for the Negkift of 
every Advantage that concerned yourfo^. Pray 
let me know whether the ^ath w^ proper 
for you at the fame Time infiodisn me, whcr 
.ther you were able to ferve Mrs. H— . I 
fhall .be icxYj for you^ as well as &r, if you 
jhouid mis the Gratification you would ddrive 
from the Succels cf fuch an Endeavour. 

Were I j?ich, I would er^ a Temple to 
Simplicity and ^ace ; or, as the latter Word 
would be ^fuivocaly to Simplicity and Elegance. 
1 am glad to hear that Mr. W— has underr 
taken to deify the former 5 as he will produce 
better Grounds for fuch a Confecration than was 
ever done by Pagans, or by Papifts, on any 
fucb Occafion. Sy the Way, I take that God«- 
defs to be a remarkable Friend to Eafe and In- 
dolence. There is another well-deferving Per- 
B 2 ibnage. 
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ibnagc, 'Delicacy^ whole Caufe bas been ftrange- 
ly defcrted, by either Mr. Melmoth, or Dr. 
Lancaster. 

Will it make better for me, or worfe, to 
fay, I've not yet writtca to Mr. Graves ? But 
I will pofitivdy write, within this Week, if it 
eoft me a Dofe of Salts to clear my Brain. 
As to what he fays about my printing im* 
mediately, he may be rights and I am fure he 
is friendly : but more of this in a little Time. 

Since the Receipt of your laft Letter, Mr. 
Percy and his Wife came and fpeht a good 
Part of the Week here; and be^ alfo, would 
needs write a Defcription of the Leafowcs. Du- 
ring' the latter Part of his Circuit, my Friend 
J ago and I accompanied him; and what was 
produced on that Occafion, you will go near 
to know in a little Time. Mean while I am 
more and more convinced, that no Defcription 
of this Place can make any Figure in Print, 
iinlefs fome StriSlures upon Gardenings and 
4ther Embelliihments be fuperadded. 



Mr. 
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Mr. Jago has been with me twice, having 
written a Poem in tlank Verfe, which he leaves 
here for my Revifal. 'Tis a defcriptive Poem, 
called Edge-Hill^ and admits an Account of 
the Battle fought there, together with many 
legendary Tales and Epifodes, 

About a Week ago, I paid a Vifit of two or 
three Days, which I had long promifed, to Lord 
Foley. His Table, for a Conftancy, is the 
moft magnificent of any I ever faw ? eighteen or 
twenty elegant Dilhes ; a continual Succeflion of 
Company ; his Behaviour, perfeftly hofpitable, 
and his Converfation really entertaining. I moft 
readily own myfelf to have been under a Miftake, 
with Regard to his eompanionahle Charafter. My 
Reception was as agreeable as it could poflibly 
be. As to the reft, he has a moft admirable 
Houfe and Furniture; but without any Room 
or Utenfil that would ftand the Teft of mo- 
dern Criticifm. The Views around him, wild 
and great ; and the Park capable of being 
rendered fine ; twice as ftriking as it is at pre- 
fcnt, if he would fdl fome Oaks, under the 
Value of a Crown, and fome Hawthorns, imder 

53 I M 
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the Value of a Half-penny : but Yis pofliblCy 
at his Time of Life, dfc. nothing of this Sort 
will be undertaken. The two Things at pr^!nt: 
remarkable are, his LaJge and his CbapeL The 
Portico of the former, (defigned by Fleet* 
croft) affords three different and ftriking Pro* 
ipefts. The Chapel is fo very fuperb and ele- 
gant, that Mrs. Gataker has nothing to do 
but iend you and me tbiiber^ to fay our Prayers 
in it. In reality, it is perfedl Luxury; as. I 
truly thought it, laft Sunday Se^n'nigbt ; bis 
Pew i^ a Room with an handfome Fire-place i 
the Ceiling carved, painted in Compartments, 
arid the Reminder enriched with gilt Stucco-- 
Ornaments; the Walls enriched in the fame 
Manner ; the beft painted Windows I ever fa* : 
the Monument to his Father, Mother, and Bro* 
thers, coft, he &id, 2000/. the middle Aide 
rendered comfortable by Iron Stoves, in the 
Shape of Urns j the Organ pcrfeftly neat, and 
good, in Proportion to its Size: and to this 
Chapel you are led through a Gallery of P^n- 
tings feventy Feet long — And what would you 
tnore ? You'll fey, a good Sermon— I really Jthink 
bis Farfon is able to preach qne, 

» And 
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And now I come, laftly, to ipeak of your 
Letter I received jon Monday. What an 
uncommon Man you ate ! to take fo much 
Thought for tbofe^ who never took attf for 
themfehrcs ! ■ ■ ■ I have ^enquired after Mr. 
Wedderburne, and it feems he is a very 
clever and a very rifing Lawyer; to whom I 
am the xx>ore obUged ^^r mentioning me, as I 
{ear I hav^e not the Hqnour of being the leaft 
known JCQ hiim% 

Pray vrite to me 2S Toon as poffiWe, and 
I wijl m^e you Appends (if fFrititig wijl make 
Amends) for xhe fcaodalo^us Omiji/ions of whic^ 
I l^ave ,bcen guilty. I have fomewhat to tel^ 
you of jLord L — ^^s ul^val f^^eat Kindnefs^ wheiji 
the Lords D — apd W— were laft at Ha^leyy 
f)ut I liave not Time, and myft cpnclude, my 
dcareft, worthifift Friend! 

your ever obliged 

W. Shenstone* 
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LETTER II, 

W. Shenstone, Efq. to Mr. G— ?> 

Dear Sir, 

1DID indeed give you up for loft, as a 
Gorrefpondent, and find by your Letter 
that I am tp cxpeft very few future ones. 
1 will endeavour all I can, to avoid any Suf- 
picion of your Indiflerence for my own Satis- 
faftion; but I don't know for certain, that I 
fliall be able, unlefs you aflift my Endeavours, 
like my good Genius, by a Courfe of fuita* 
ble Epiftles, at certain Diftances. I myfelf 
correlpond but very little now, fo you will 
meet widi the more Indulgence. I don*t find 
by your Letter that you have much more Phi- 
lofophy than me. I can't tell, indeed, what 
the Situation of your Heufc is } I own, mine 
gives me Offence on no other Confidcration, 
than that it does not receive a fufficient Num- 
bcr of polite Friends, or that it is not fit tq 
feceive them;, were they fo difpofed 5 I woul4 
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dfe cultivate an Acquaintance with about three 
or four in npy Neighbourhood, that are of a 
Degree of El^ancc and Station fuperior to 
the common run. But I make it a certain 
Rule, *' Arcereprofanum Vulgus'^J^ — Pcrfons who 
will defpife you for the Want of a good Set 
of Chairs, or an uncouth Fire-Shovcl, at the 
fame Time that they can't tafte any Excel- 
lence in a Mind that overlooks thofc Things ; 
or (to make a Conceit ©f this Sentiment) with 
whom 'tis in vain that your Mind is furnifh- 
cd, if the Walls are naked -, indeed, one lofes 
much of one's Acquifitions in Virtue, by an 
Hour's Converfe with fuch as judge of Merit 
by Money, 6?r. yet I am now and then im- 
* pelled by the' focial Paljion to fit half ap Hour 
in my |Citchen, 



I was all along an Admirer of Sir Thomas 
Head's Humour and Wit, , and I beg you 
will reprefent me in that Light, if Occafion 
happens, 'Tis not impoflible th^t I may pe- 
netrate this Winter as fai; as your Neighbour- 
hood, connefting a Set of Vifits which I have 
in my Eye. Tell Mr. Whist|-er, when yqu 

♦ Jo banift the profane Vulgar, 
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ifec hifl), that if he muft have fme Pifteni)^ 
per, I cannot but be pleafed that it is one 
-which is the Fore-runner of Longevity — Don't 
tell him (6 neither, for the Compliment is trite. 
From the Birmingham Gazette, " We hear thjfct 
on Thurfday lafl: was married, at Hales Owen^ 
in Sbropfifire^ Mr. J — ^ an eminent Gunfmith 
-of this Town, .to a Sifter of the Right Hon. 

F Lord D-*-' ?-" I was yiefter- 

>day at th^ Gra^ge^ where his old Father, with 
a Number of People, were celebrating the Nup- 
tials of his Son ; when in the Midft of hifi 
Feaftings, high Jollity, and grand Alliance, thq 
old Fellow bethought him of a Piece of Tim- 
ber in the Neighbourhood, that was converti- 
ble into good Gun-Stocks, and had fome of 
it fent for into the Room, by Way of JSpeci- 
men. " Anima nil magna Laudis egentes /"* 

Pray is your Sifter at Smlkwick? for I 
have not heard. You faid you wbuld give me 
your Pidlure, which I long earneftly for j could 
not you contrive to have it fent me direftly ? I 
am quite in your Debt, with Regard to downright 
Goods and Moveables, and wl^t is (he proper 

^ Souls that are dofiroue of little Fraifet 

Subjeft 
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Subjcdt of an Inventory •, I will, however, en- 
deavour to be more upon a Par with you, with 
Regard to Prefents, though I never can, with 
Regard to the Pleafufcs jE have received from 
your Converfation. 

I make People wonder at my Exploits in 
pulling down Walls, Hovels, Cow-Houfes, fefr. 
and my Place is not, the fame,. I am, thajc 
is with Re^rd to you, 

•a faitb&l Friend, 

and humble Servant^ 

W. Shenstoke. 

Mr. Whistler, and yoq, and I, and Sir 
T. Head, (whom I ihbuld name firft, fpeaking 
.after Ae >Manner of Men) have juft Variety 
enough, and not too much, in our Charaftcrs, 
to make an Interview, whenever it happen?, 
entertaining— I mean> though we wcjc not old 
Fdends and Acgpaintance. 
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LETTER III. 
W. Shen$tone, Efq. to Mr. J ago. 

Dear Mr. Jago, 

THOUGH I have fiot yet troubled you 
with a Letter, I have not been void of 
all Enquiry, or Information concerning your 
Situation and Mr. Hardy's Health; indeed, 
it is now miiny Weeks fince I collefted fomc 
Particulars from your Brother, and I am now 
impatient for fome further Intelligence. As to 
the Particulars of our friendly Reception at 
TFroxballj Mr. Jorn Jago has very probably 
acquainted you; he would, however, pcrfuade 
me to give you a diftinft Account ; being af- 
fured, he fays, it muft be a good Subjedt for 
Drollery. I don't know how far this would 
be proper : but I think, when I write again 

to my Friend W , to give him a Sketch 

of his'own Charafter, juft as it appeared du- 
ring the Time of our Vifit. I do not mean 
to give Ofiencc, {q I fhall intermix many 

gP04 
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go6d Parts of his Charafter, together wkh his 
Oddities< ' I believe the whole will take up 
a Sheet of Paper, for I have already confidcr- 
cd it. He has Goodr^Senfe, and Good-Nature 
at the Botton^ ; pity he fhould. difgaife the 
former by one condnued Air of Buflbonry, and 
the latter -by a total Ncgleft of common Dc- 
corupi. 

Sinoe I came home, I have done little eUe 
but plant Bufhes, Hazel, Hawthorn, Crab- 
Tree, Elder, &f^. together with fome few. flower- 
ing Shrubs that I have had given me. I think 
nothing remarkable has occurred ; only one mi- 
ierable tempefhious Day, I had the Earl of 
Stamford called to fee my Walks, together 
with Mr. DovEY, of Birmingham^ and two 
other Gentlemen. My Lord promifed to come 
again in Summer, and invited me to Enville, 
By the Way, he is now building a Gothic 
Green-Houfe^ by Mr. M — 's Direftion ; and by 
all Accounts, the Place is worth your feeing, 
when you come into this Country ; 'tis but 
about fix Miles diftant from hence. Pray do 
not you embroil me with Mr. M-^— , in 
Regard to the Obfervations I niade in his 
I Walks. 
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Walk«i. Remenaber thtito vforc not a fcMF ThiDgl 
with wllich 1 waft geeiZlf delighted ^ and if 
riiere were a iew tbat I kfs jq>peared to ad** 
mire^ i( waeu o»^g to a Co0fctoufDe&^ that I 
was anK>i)^' Friends only, and that I tbongbt 
it fodifli m regulate iny Expreflions by the 
iame Rules .of Cprnplaiiknoe, whkh I oi^ht to 
obferve in different Places. I fay, cugbij Sot 
ht has been exceeding favourable to me, in 
his^Biepie&ncations 'o£ the LeofawisJ i hope 
€0 fee Mr. Fki7couKt with you here thisSprii^, 
end why not yovir Brother ? He can fpend half 
n Week DOW «ui tlken: »t ftCrpmlt. The Dukfc 
of S w\as treated witfe Cnacky by his Far 

iher till Ke vias fi»ty-five^ ^d after w^s fcarce 
furvive^ hinl, to enjoy one. Year's Profit of the 
Eftaoe. Such is the Tenure by which we hxM 
XAxt earthly Tencnients ! 



LET. 
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L E T T E R IV. 

W. Shenstone, Efq. to Mr* Whiotlbr; 

Dear Mr. Whistler, 

THIS is the firft Evening I have had to 
myfelf fince I left Cbeltenbdm ; and as 
bne wants fome very favourite Subjed to en- 
gVofs^ oneV Thoughts a little, after a long 
Diffipation, I could think bf nothing tnore ef- 
feftual than a Letter to ohe who has fo large 
a Share in them ; befide, they have given me 
your Letter from Bradfield^ ^nd I am in Parn 
till I have acknowledged fo affeftionate and 
polite a Prefent. People, whofe very Foibles 
are fo many Elegancies, can Icarce write any 
Thing more agreeable than a plain, unaf- 
fefted Account of them. I remember, I ufed 
to think this a Kind of Diftinftion between 
Mr. Graves and you; that the one had the 
Knack of making his Virtues unenvied, and 
the other of rendering (What I perhaps unjuftly 
termed) his Weakncfles enviable. I am aU 
4 moft 
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mod afraid of inferting this, left it fhould 
- fcem to injure the fuperlative Efteem 1 have 
of you : but I muft add, that 1 confider a 
Mixture of Weakncfles, and an ingenuous Con- 
feflion of them, as the moft engaging and fo- 
ciable Part of any Charafter ; if I did not, I 
-could not allot them you, whofe Manner is fo 
diftinguifhedly amiable.. 

r Since I left Cheltenham^ I have been at MK 
B — 's, in Bifiop*S'CaftIe. I rode one Morning 
with him about three Miles, that I might fay, 
I had been^ in Wales^ and feen Brecon^ Caderi- 
disy and TUnlimmqn^ with an cxtenlive Chain 
of other Mountains, I called at a fmall Ale- 
houfe, where the People lived all the Winter 
without any Glafs in their Windows, I was 
wondering how they could live fo, in a more 
cold Country than you have, .perhaps, expe- 
rienced. The Wife faid, " True it wa$, fhe could 
like Glafs very well.'* "Yes," fays the Huf- 
band, " Glafs is very genteel, that it is." ** Nay, 
fays the Wife, " not Tor the Gentleelnefs nei- 
ther, though it is very genteel, that's the Truth 
on't.** This Circumftance ftruck me a good 
deal, that thpy fhould difcover the genteclnefs 

of 
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bf Glazing, and never once think of its £j^- 
pediency. Mr. B — is a Man you would like 
upon Acquaintance, though, as I remember, 
you had fome Obje'ftion to the Superfluity of 
his Wit. We fhall, in all Probability, have 
frequent Interviews with him at Bath^ London^ 
&?f. He would fain have feduced me to have 
travelled' into Portugal^ &?r. with himfclf, and 
one Mr. Moore, his Neighbour •, an agreeable, 
modeft Man, and late Member for Bifhop^s-Cajlle. 
I declined it for two Reafons ; firft, on Ac- 
count of the Expence, and fecondly, that I could 
rtot think of fpending two Years in this Part 
of my Life abroad 5 dead to one's own Coun- 
try, and procuring, at beft, Vjcry perifhable, and 
Vfelels Friendlhips in another. If I could have 
fltaid, I was to have gone with him to a TFelJh 
Seffions, fraught with Irafcibility. He is a 
Juftice of Peace there. 

As to good Acquaintance, though I much 
defire it, I have as literally a Genius for avoid- 
ing, as any one ever had for procuring it. I 
cannot approach within fifty Yards of Servi- 
lity for fear of it. 

Vol. II. C I want 
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I want fadly to talk to you about a thou- 
{and Things. I have fome Notion of fpcnd- 
ing a Week at Mr. D — ^*s. A6t fublimcly, 
and give me the Meeting then, notwithftand- 
ing. 

Though I was enamoured with the Politc- 
nefs of Mr. W — ^s Converfation, I fhould not, 
perhaps, have been very forward to exprefs 
my Sentiments, if you had not intimated, that 
he made favourable mention of me. 1 begin 
to grow a little pleafed with Prudence, and 
I think it a Debt one owes her, to referve 
one's Encomiums till one knows any one's mu- 
tual Sentiments ; for certainly, he that happens 
to commend an Enemy, happens to condemn 
himlelf. I beg my Complinftents. 

I 1: elieve poor J. D — is alive — Farther I 
c. nnot karn. 

I did not think it poflible, I could have 
1 e n fo much engaged by love as I have been* 
oi ate.— Poor Mifs C— ! 



It 
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It muft ncGcflarily be an Honour to a Girl, 
to have plcafed a Man of Senfe, (1 know not 
but I am vain in luppofmg myfelf of that 
Number) let his Station be how low foever. 
Now it, muft be a Difgfaee to captivate a Fool, 
however high it be ; the former is the ftrongeft 
Evidence of Merit, the latter of the Want of it. 

Now I talk of Vanity, I befeech you never 
eheck yourfelf in your Letters — / don't purppfc 
it ; and 1 think it makes as pretty a Figure 
in the Letters of a Man of Taftc, as it does 
in the Embroidery of a Beau. I am as much 
yours, a3 human Nature will admit of. 

Adieu ! 

W. Shenstonb^ 



C 2 LET-. 
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LETTER V. 

W. Shenstone^ Efq. to -— . 

Dear Sir, 

WHEN I promifed you fomc Poetry for 
Mr. S— , I am afrjgiijd that, through my 
Xhiltt of reoonamcncling ipyfclf to hb Family, 
my Tongue out-run my Wit. If I hid any 
Sort of Sirefs upon wh^t I was to fend^ I 
s^ very fure it rfjd fo; and when you h^vij, 
read tli^ Trifle;? f R,cJofed> you wUl bp of the, 
fame Opinion. 

It is probable, however, that I had an Eye 
to a larger Qde of mine, upon the Subjeft of 
rural Elegance, which I have not now Time 
cither to correft or to tranfcribe-, but which 
I will not fail to communicate to them upon 
fome future Oecafion. 

Or if my Promife regarded a Tranflation of 
the Mottos berej I fhall have the beft Oppor- 
tunity of performing it, when I take the Free- 
doms 
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ikims you h^ve allowed me, with your po- 
lite Dcfcription of my Farm. 

Am I wrong in detaining that Paper ? — 
For pofitively, thefe laft few Days I have found 
myfelf a good deal feverifh, and my Head 
has been fo much confufed, that I was almoft 
tempted to omit this Mcffage. In this Cafe, 
I think your Good- nature would have acquitted 
me of BifrefpeS: but I could not fufFer you 
to leave the Country with fo bad an Opinion 
of my punftuality. 

It remains, that I prefent my beft Refpefts 
to Dr. TuRTON and his Lady, and that I 
wifli you an agreeable Journey to Oxford. I 
purpofe, in a few Weeks, that you fhall be 
enabled to fay fomething more particular, in 
Regard to M — 's Poetry % in the mean Time, 
I defire that he would accept my Compliments, 
and my Thanks for the Pleafure his Vcrfes 
have afforded me. Above all Things, afTure 
Mr. Arnolp of my moft unfeigned Eftcem; 
-;ind if he difcovers any Partiality for my Place 
or mc, encourage it, that it may induce him, 
on a primer Occafion, to favour me once more 
C 3 with 
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with his Company, You fee, I am availing 
myftlfof your Intereft, to jriakc all your Friend[$ 
my own ; and to attone for this Piece of Sel- 
filhncfs, it (hall not be qiy Fault, if every Friend 
I have be not yours, at leaft, with fome Shar^ 
pf that Regard with wjiich I am, 
dear Sir, 
your moft faithful, Humble Servant, 
W- Shenstone. 



LETTER VL 
Mr. Whistler to W, Si^enstone, Efq, 

Dear Sir, 

I Received your agreeable Letter j read all th^ 
fine Things your (I fear prejudiced) Goodr 
nature made you fay -, at fir(^ diftrufted them : 
but when I reflcfted on the Perfori who faid 
them, I fouqd a ftrpng Inclination rife in m^ 
to believp them j but how to be convinced 
I was ilill at a Lofs j for I know it is in 
- -your Power, either to malce Flattery pafs for 
Sincerity, or Sincerity (fp juftly dreaded from 

the 
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the Unfkilful) pleating. But be it as it will, I 
fliall be a Gainer by^it;. for if 'tis Flattery, 
it will give me a fair Reputation, though un« 
deferred, with all who hear it ; but if 'cis true, 
it will affure me, I deferve one from all who 
can like you beftow one. 

You enquired after Mr. D — . . He, and his 
Lady, and Mifs B — s, have drank Tea with 
me twice within this Fortnight. We went to 
Chrift-Cburcb Prayers together, from thence, 
arrayed in Gold and Silver, wq rufhcd into 
Si. John^S'Cbapely where we ftood, knelt and 
fate, (I won't fay pirayecl) the whole Service- 
Time ; for ' you know it is ufual there for 
Strangers to fit in the Choir, which we did, 
to the great Advantage both of the Fan and 
the SnufF-Box, which were ne'^ther of them long 
ypernploy^, during Divine Ssrvice, You know 
they are great Kelps to P^votion : SnufF cer- 
tainly compofes, and a F4n may waft ai Soul 
to Heaven before it is aware. 

Mrs. L— ^ ftill perfeveres. She gave ic out 
before flie had feen her, that Mils B — was 
like a Cat, which when flie found Mifs 3 — 

C4 .- had 
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had heard, Ihc wrote a Letter to excufe hciv 
felf, and concluded moft emphatically with 
thefe Words, ** No, Madam, I am not quite 
*' fo unbred; it was not I, but Conamonr 
^ Fame, faid you were like a Cat.'* I really 
think here, that Mrs. h-^ topt Mrs. L— 's 
Part. Mr. G — is ftill a Prude; I fee him 
fometinies, but fliould be glad to fee him of- 
fener. I know no one Circumft^nce, bur Breach 
of Sincerity, that can ever be a Reafon with 
me to flight my Friends. If a Friend of mine 
had broke all Laws, both human and divine, 
yet had confpicuoufly preferved his Integrity 
to me, I fliould only think myfelf the more 
obliged to him, and though I pitied him, would 
never forfake him firft-, I fliould think he 
had a higher Notion of Friendfliip, and that 
that w?s the only Tie which he dared not 
violate, for which Reafon I would not dare to 
be a greater Villain than he. I don't know 
how this Thoqght came into my Head, but 
you fee I y^as willing to fpin it to its full 
Length; if I have gone too far, yoq mufl: 
impute it to that Rapture of Friendfliip with 
^hich I am yours eternally, 
Oxford. A. Whistler. 

Do write! 

I. E Tt 
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LETTER VH, 
Mr* Whistwil 10 W. Ske»$tonb, Efq, 

Dear Sir, 

1HAVE waked thus long upon a dHatory 
Lawyer, called, I fuppofe, in Hebrew^ Bef-^ 
fiebub •, at Igaft, I am confident. Lawyer is buc^ 
^ fynonimous^ Term for the Devil, I havo- 
(layed, and muft ft^y, to fign fonic Parch- 
ments, which cannot be done without me; and 
his Delay has *cau(ed mine, in not anfwering 
your kind Letter before. I muft likewife gOf 
to Wincbfjier on the fame Bufinefs, ib that, tor 
puF you out of ^ difagreeable Expe&adon, I 
pluck up Refolution to tell you, I am afraid 
i cannot wait upon you this Summer; at 
once to rpfift your Kindnefs, and my own In- 
plination, in my Opinion, is a great A6t of' 
Refolution, at leaft would be fo, if I had any 
pegree of Choice left me : but as it is, I think 
f:he enduring my Difappointraent a great Trial 
pf Diy Patience* Mn Graves will witncfs the 

Truch 
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Truth of my Misfortune, who has been at 
Wbitcburcb lately, and who intended to lee you 
foon. I fuppofe he told you his Errand into 
thefe Parts, a providential Thing for me, and 
one of the happicft Revolutions in my Life, 
if it fuccecd, as I hope it will. My Spirits 
ar^ quite grown ruft)', with long and fruitlefs 
Expeditions of Happinefs, and no Tools are 
fine enough to polifh, or, as the Artifts fay, 
to touch them, but yourfelf or Mr. Graves. 
I knew nothing of his coming till I faw him, 
for which Reafbn I looked upon him as mi^ 
raculous Manna or Food from Heaven. 

I lament very much that you don't defign 
to be in L/mdcrLJitxt Winter : I Ihall be there 
^tabout fix Weeks, towards the Middle of 
it. The Winrer we met there, I thought a 
pleafant one, and enough to encourage a fe- 
cond Meeting in the fame Place— The only 
Place for Whims, prafticable there without Re- 
proach, or falling from that Dignity which *tis 
neccflary for a Gentleman to maintain in the 
Country. I Ihould like mightily to indulge 
my Fancy in Ibmc innocent, private, romantic 

Expcdir 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



SELECT LETTERS. 17 

Expeditions ; I know not what — But all Things 
as I laid, arc poflible there. 

Mr. Graves tells me you arc a great Oe- 
conomift. Jf fo, I hope London will be the 
richer for it, and you the finer, as Luxury is 
the Daughter of Induftry^ and Induftry again 
the Mother of Luxuryj each rcigning by Turns, 
3ind fo the World goes on. If you Ihould go 
to London thi3 Winter, you'll call at Wbitcburcb 
t)y the Way, and we'll go together, which will 
prevent aqy Difappoinuncnt. You will always 
\>t received here, with Acknowledgnaent of the 
Favour you do us ; fo fay we all, and prcfent 
pur Compliments in one Garland to you, which 
J beg you will accept, though it is but coarfc* 
\y put together, and you will oblige 

Yogr fincerc Friend, 

and mod obedient Servant, 

A. Whistler, 
ff^l^itckurcK Sept. 8. 
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LETTER VIU. 

Mr. Whistler to W. Shenstone, Elq» 

Dear Sir, 

1 Received your kind Letter, and, in Spite ol 
all you have faid, I murt ftill think that! 
the Obligatipn is entirely on my Side, and you 
Mavc only, in my Opinion, laid a greater Sttcfs 
upon it by ib gcneroufly difclaimihg it. I am 
refolvcd to be pleafed with every Thing you 
jfey or do, and if 1 were not, you are refolved 
I (hall. I atn very glad you intend me 9 
Vifit ; but am likewife very forry, I muft beg 
you to defer it for fome Time-, our Family 
talk of going to Brifiol very foon, and as I 
have no where elfe to go, muft go with them. 
If it was in my Power to defer the Journey, 
I would gladly do it, to wait on Mr. Shen-p 
STONE, at Whitchurch \ or if I could com- 
mand the Houfe in their Ab fence, their Ab-! 
fence and his Prefence would be to me a dou- 
ble Happinefs- But as i| is, I muft, at prefent, 

be 
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be without a Pfcafure, which I hope will not 
always thus Rj from mc; I hope the lat- 
End of this Summer,, and Mr. Shenstome, 
Wil! be both nivjrc favourable to me, and if 
ib, I fhaH reckon that the Spring of the Year 
is yet to come; I, who place theScafons en- 
tirely in my own Fancy. 

I forgot to tell you in my laft, that the Vrm-^ 
cefs Amelia did us the Honour of a Vifit at 
ff^ilcifurcbj though we were obliged to the 
Stag for it, who feemed to fly from the Ho- 
nour flie defigned him, and had not Ambition 
enough (as Lee fays) to meet the Blow half 
Way, or be pleafed with Death, though in the 
Royal Prefence. It was a terrible Day, and the 
Princefe was wet through ; ftie had rode thirty 
Miles when I faw her, and (he rode thirty 
Miles after that, which was fix o^Clock at 
Night, in her wet Cloaths, and appeared at 
the Drawing-Room at St. James'Sy the next 
Day, which was a Birth-Day. 

The Princefs (with Submiffion be it Ipoke) 
gave me no Satisfaftion, not through any De- 
ficiency in her Demeanour — but from the dif- 

fatisfied 
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iatisfied Sute of Mind. I could be contented 
with nothing lefs than you ; and I hope you 
will be fo good, as not to let this Difappdnt* 
ment, which I aflure you is a great Difappoint- 
ment to me, be any Objcdtion to my having 
the Pleafurc of your Company another Time. 
With my Service, which waits on you, I am 
yours, as much as^ I hope, you would have 
me, viZi 

Your fincere Friend and humble Servant 

A. Whistler. 

Excufc me, if I defire to be remembered 
to good Mrs. Arnold, whom I look upon 
to be an Example of the fimple Force of mo* 
ral Beauty. 

Sept. 9. 
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LETTER IX. 
Mr. Whistler to W. Shekstoke, Efq. 

Dear Sir, 

I HAVE not received your Letter above a 
Week ago, being but lately come to Town, 
which is the true Reafon why I have not an- 
fwered it. Few Reafons, and none but good 
ones ihall ever prevent me from prefenting my 
Heart to you : but my Journey hither has been 
prevented, partly by ill Health, and partly by 
Kttle, ill-natured, impertinent Accidents — This 
Sufpenfe had had an equal Effeft oh my writing 
to you. I here end my moft fincere Apology.' 

Now for News — I am in London ; for which 
Reafon, I fuppofc I muft not be cxcufed -, tho* 
I hate it, remember very litde, and am moft 
likely to blunder in the Recital of that little. 
The .Houfe of Commons have addreflcd the 
King to try Matthews and Lestock, and 
fix Captains, by a Court- Martial, and it is 

thought. 
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thought, Ibine of them will be condemned.^^ 
Poor Garrick has been dangeroufly ill of a 
Fever this Week 2 but now, to my great Sa- 
tisfaftioh, there are Hopes of his Recovery j 
nay, it is noticed in the Daily Advertijer^ that 
he vlll perfoirm a Pail nfext H^edxefiof Night. , 

• I have been to wait on Lord D-^. He was 
very civil, and would fain have kept me titt 
he had opened his Heart with a Bottle of Wine j 
at lead, I imagined lus forwarding the Bottle 
was with' that Defign ; but I was engaged^ I 
am to caU upon him to go to Raueli^b — « 
Lord would be a pretty Nofcgay in one's Hand, 
if he had the leafk Variety o£ G>lours ; utyf 
if he refembled any one Flower of a fingle Co- 
lour, except'tbe Fkjus. Mr. F-^ I &e ibrne^ 
times, bat he is not very. attraftive. I always 
did envy you the Power of Laughing at a 
Fool by yourfeif : but you are a WerH within 
yotfrfelf. . Mr. P-^, Ifpent an Evening with 
Ijttely very agreeably: but he lives fo far off, 
at the Gourf-End of th^ Town, «s feparates 
us very ^iiuchv Mr. P-rr-r-N' I often (N, and 
find him a. vdry ufeful Pcrfon. S§Jt if you 
were hpre, both agreeable . and ufeful wpirid 
z vanifli. 
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Vaiiifli, and a far fuperior Enjoyment take Place. 
Mr. Graves promifcd to be in London iot a 
Week, but his little Politics are, you know^ 
very uticertaiA. I have ftruck a bold Stroke 
finte I have been in Town j I mean a laced 
Coat, for really Waiftcoats coft as much, and 
are no Mark of Diftin<5tion after all. Sir T* 
Head comes to Town this Week ; but I 
believe, I (hall not ftay above a Week longer^ 
fo would have you direft to me at fVidtchurch. 
1 defign to go to Court one Night. I muft, 
as you fee, write (hort, my Paper drawing to 
an End. It is with Pleafure 1 hear, that old 
People confefs a Play is now worth feeing, and 
that Garrick excels Betterton, fcfr. In the 
Diverl^ty of his Genius, he muft far exceed 
him ; when we fee him ahernately in a Rich' 
ard and Scrui, in a Lear^ and JM Drugger^ 
he is truly aftonifliing. This Excellence of our 
dramatic Reprefentations is another Reafon ta 
wilh you here. Campioni is a charming new 
Dancer. The Meffiah was performed laft Night, 
but I could not go. — But I muft write no more 
Tattle. I have juft been with Mr. Shugbo- 
ROUGH, and gave him your Orders about the 
Pamphlets, and have picked out fome myfelf. 
Vol. II. D viz. 
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viz. the Odes, the new Play, and the Poem 

on Sicknefs. 

I wifH there had been any better Prints to 
have enclofed in this Letter; I fhould have 
been glad to have fent them. The Pamphlets 
I have ordered to be fent immediately, direded 
to be left at Mr. Audley's, in Birmingham. 
The Regret I always feel for your Abfence 
will ever Inftruft me how to value you, that 
is beyond what the elaborate Conclufion of a 
Letter can exprefs ; therefore I will not endea* 
vour to fay how much, but in an unlimited 
Manner be fond to remain 

yours, 

A. Whistler* 

Jpril i"^. George^s CofFee-houfe* 

I have no gilt Paper at Hand, which is a 
Fault; pray excu&'^it. Mr. P£MB£Rton i» 
with me, and begs his Service. 

LET- 
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L E t t E R JC* 

Mr. WflisTLEit to Wi Shenstone, fefq* 

Dear Mn Shenstone^ 

I Generally Write to you, becaufe 1 want to 
hear from you •, but having lately wrote to 
you, 1 now write becaufe I want to fee you. 
tn ihort th^ Cafe is this : I (hall be it Oxford 
in about three Weeks Time, or fooner, and 
1 have Reafon to think it will be the laft 
Time I fliall be there^ I mean in my Gown. 
Now as I am willing (till to retain an agree- 
able Image of the Pla<Je where I have fpent 
fo many happy Hours^ I make this Rcqueft, 
that you would ftamp the laft Impreflion upon 
my Mindk I beg you would meet me there, 
and give me the Confirmation of your Friend- 
Ihip, which I fhall efteem a greater Honour 
than all the Degrees the formal Convocatioa 
can beftow j and I think of you, as Juba 
does of Cato, and declare, I would rather 
have your Praife, than Worlds for my Ad- 
D 2 mirers. 
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mirers. I have forgot the Mcafure, but this 
is direftly my Sentiment. 

I lately wrote you a long Letter, as you 
were fo kind to defire; and in fo very lazy 
unintelleftual a Manner, that I am furc half 
the Moruls, who only underftand with their 
Eyes and by the Grammar, could never have 
comprehended : but I would converfe with you 
Soul to Soul, have a Hint underftood by 
you, and not be obliged to a tedious Pe- 
riod to communicate a Thought to you ; I 
would have my Soul ftand naked before you, 
and fliiver at the leaft Breath of Kindnefs your 
mod diftant Meaning fliall breathe on it— 

Dh, happy State, when Souls each other 
draw, &fif. Mr. Pope. 

This I am fure your quick Apprehenfion is 
capable of j and by a Defire of the ftrifteft 
Union with you, I am fond to believe as well 
of myfclf. You fee I am propofing every 
Scheme which may unite ym more clofely to 
mei therefore I beg you will not refufe me 
the Requeft I made at the Beginning of my 

Letter. 
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Letter. I will fay no more now, but whca 
I am with you, delign to talk away as you 
fliaU inipire. In the mean Time, I boaft, that 
it is the mod: fagacious Initinift which puihes 
pic on tQ fubfcribc myfelf 

your moft afFedionate Friend 
1^4 humble Servant, 
♦ - 

A. Whistler. 



J. E T T E R XL 

Mr. Whistler tp W. Shenstonr, Efq^ 

Dear Sir, 

AS Hope is the chief Spring of all our 
Aftions, and as Pleafurc is the fole Oh- 
jeft of that Hope, you muft not wonder if 
the Stile of this Letter appears more languid 
than ufual. How quickly is the Tranfition of- 
ten made from Hope to Defpair ! But a little 
D 3 mile. 
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While, and I thought I already faw you ; and 
now I am prcfently fallen into the Defpera- 
tion of I know not when. The Small-Pox, 
which generally frightens away every Thing 
that's agreeable, has made it impoflible for me 
to fee you as yet — ^The laft Sentence (eems ^ 
Compliment to myfelf ; but as I am too lazy 
to alter it, I beg you would think with roe, 
and interpret pyery Thing I fay in your own 
Favour. But thus the Devil will have it ; 
fhe Small-Pox is all over Oxford^ in every 
Part of the Town, in moft of the Colleges 
to my Knowledge, and is lately broke out in 
Pembroke. If it had not been for this laft Ar- 
ticle, I could gladly have confined myfelf 
within the Compafs of thofe Walls with you j 
but as it is, I am forced, like good Men, tQ 
fubmit for a While to human Miferies, and 
comfort myfelf with the Thought of my Hea* 
yen, though at a Diftance; like theip too, 
I have this Satisfaftion, that in the meaq Time 
neither the bafe Moth, or Ruft of the World, 
pan corrupt that Part of you in which my 
f leafure js (ituated, 

I hjive 
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I have a very bad Piece of News to tell 
you ; Mr. G — lies dangeroufly ill at London 
of a Fever : I am informed his Life is defpair^ 
ed of— 'I am now in the utmoft Concern at it. 
This Letter is a mere Medley: difagreeable 
to myfelf, I don't propofe it to be agreeable 
to you* I only wrote it, to tcU you what 
you muft know, and if you can underlland it, 
it is very well. I am not only in the loweft 
Spirits, but they are alio very much confufed. 
I will not now moralize; but this I am fure, 
we (hall both dearly mifs Mr. G — . When 
I hear more^ you flidl know more. It is now 
one o'clock in the Morning, and, as I told 
you, I wrote this out of Neceffity. I cannot 
be in Oxford^ though I long to fee you. If 
poor Mr. G — (hould die, pray be ftill more 
kind xo me. I am fure, I fhall then find a 
Vacancy in my Bread, which you alone can 
fill up to my Satisfaftbn. 

Adieu, dear Mr. Shenstone 1 

A. Whistler. 
Pray write. 

t) 4 I re- 
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I recdved a Letter firom you joft after I 
fent you my laft, and my Thoughs are at 
prdent too confufol to anfwer your laft partis 
cularly, nor, indeed, will my Time allow it. 
Only I heartily thank you for it. 

fFbit church J near ReaJin^^ Berks. 



LETTER XIL 
Mr Whistler to W. Shen^tone, Efcj, 

Dear Sir, Augujt 4. 

YOUR laft kind Letter has for a long Time 
upbraided me with Negligence, Ingrati- 
tude and Stupidity. To the laft Part of the 
Accufation, I plead guilty •, for I think I never 
found myfelf more ftupid than I have been 
for this Mondi paft, and what I write now, 
proceeds, not from any Flow of Fancy, but; 
merely from Refpeft ^d Eftcem. I have 

been 
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been very much taken up of late, by our Fa- 
mily being at Home: but that Excufe I lay 
no Strefs upon ; for I Ihall never let any, ei- 
ther Bufinefs or Pleafure hurry you from my 
Thoughts, 111 Health can be my only juft 
Apology ; and though I cannot fay I have 
been fick, I can aflTure you, I have not been 
well for fome Time paft. Put my Condition 
in the beft Light, I am very much in the Va- 
pours, and fo much, as that you or Mr. 
Graves alone can cure me : a Letter from 
you will go a great deal towards it; though 
I long for one, I can hardly go on with this 
Letter, which is the Means to procure it ; 
like one finking into a fainting Fit, who can't 
collect Strength* of Mind or Body, to reach fo 
much as the Hartfhorn to his Nofe, which 
itands at his Elbow. I fliall be at Oxford in 
a fhort Time, ^i)d fpend as many Days there 
as I can pafs agreeably, and then take my 
Leave of it. If the Town bp healthy, I fhali 
go to London the Beginning of the Winter, and 
^ay there juft as long as it fmile$ on me. 
But all Things feem to frown in the Abfence 
pf my Friends, and I wifh I don't think the 
l^miles of thp Town impertinent without them. 

J wife 
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I wifb I could be fometimes pleafed with lefi 
than you, without I could have you always. 
Pray write foon, and raife my Spirits, for I 
really am forced dqw to conclude for Want 
of then>. 

Dear Sir, 

yours, Cs?r. &?r. 

A. Whistler; 

Service to Mr* D--, I fincercly hope he is 
well. 



LETTER XIIL 
Mr. Whistlee to W. Shenstone, Efq* 

Dear Sir, 

IF you remember, in your laft Letter but 
one, you advifed me to read^ Hiftory : ac- 
cordingly, as I am always proud to follow 
yo«r Advice, I pitched upon Bvr^et's Hifiory 
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^f his own Times. I was over Head and Ears 
engaged in the Difputcs between Cavaliers, Pro- 
tefters, Refolutioners, and God knows who, 
when I received your laft. Though Burnet 
values himfclf particularly on private Intelli- 
gence, I had a greater Curiofity, and enter- 
tained far greater Hopes of "Pleafure, in break- 
ing open your Letter; nor was I at all de- 
ceived: I think you wrote, if poflible, more 
agreeably than ufual 5 it raifed my Spirits, and 
at the fame Time did more than all King 
Charles's Statefmen could do: fet up an ab- 
folute Monarchy in my Breaft in a Moment, 
;>nd made you Sovereign there. 

Mr. PowYs had a Child chriftened yefter- 
day ; it was attended to Church by half a 
pozen Coaches, The great Mr. Pointz was 
one of the Godfathers, and Mrs, TownShend, 
now an Inhabitant of your Parts, the God- 
mother, by Proxy. Mrs. Powys went out 
on Pleafure to the laft, and if her Horfes had 
not been good, and her Coachman dexterous 
to ply them with the Whip, flic had been 
brought to Bed in her Coach, as once before 
|he had like to haye begn at Uie Play^Houfe. 
4 Alas! 
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Alas ! for our poor Friend Cob ! 

Who (hall now fit with Countenance ferene^ 
The inoflfcnfive Jvidge of facred Song, 
At. once becalm'd with Port and Poetry, 
While the great Somerville attunes his Lays ? 

As to what you mentioned about your Poem ; 
you can't think me fuch a Barbarian, as that I 
fliould cxpeft you fliould follow my Advice in 
every Particulv;^ I rather think you did me an 
Honour in doing it at all. I know the great 
Critics have been long endeavouring to be ab- 
folute*, but I think it very unreafonablc even 
in them — and I believe you, a^ well as my- 
felf, have too much Spirit to fubmit to it. 
If I can any. Ways aflift you, by any litde 
Obfervations, you (hall have my Thoughts, 
and make ufe of them at your Plcafure, for 
J am very fond of that Rule, of doing as one 
would be done by, — Litde Mif^ L — out-does 
Tom Tinsell's Widow,. 

If the Town is not vaftly unhealthy indeed, 
(for I muft not regard little Difcouragements, 

as 
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as my Affairs are at prefcnt) I (hall fpend 
moft Part of the next Winter at London. You 
are very friendly, to propofe to me the moft 
agreeable Scheme in the World : but I can't 
poflibly fee the Leafowes this Summer. I be- 
lieve it is you, not Mrs. Arnold, who have 
all the Wit of your Country 5 and if all 
Things naturally attraft there alike, in that Re- 
Ipeft you will prove. a very dwigecous Neigh- 
bour. I long to fee you as much as you 
can do to fee me : but all I czn do now, is 
to tell you fo, and that h am, by Honour, 
Friendlhip, and every other Obligation, 



f Yours (incerely, 

A. Whistler. 



StpL 8. 



LET- 
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LETTER XIV. 
Mr. Whistler to W. Shenstone, Efq; 

Dear Sir, Hnntcbwrcb^ Nov. 8* 

I Received yoo Pacquct, fraught with every 
Thing that could delight me. I bdieve 
more Wit was never conveyed under the Tide 
of a Peer before ; not even csxepting your 
own, which, indeed, you generally export by 
wholcfale in the fame Method. Your Letter 
led me through an Elyfian Scene, which de-^ 
lighted me (b, that I muft beg Leave to take 
another Turn with you at prefent therein^ 
There is no Subjeft I can treat of with fo 
much Pleafure, and, of Confequence, with fo 
much Advantage to myfelf. In the firft Placc^ 
Dick J-^, in the Point of Light you fet hitn^ 
diverts me; yet Humanity teaches me to feel 
a Kind of Pity, as for an Animal that fings 
and hops about the Cage that has juft de« 
prived him of his Liberty. Lady Luxborouoh 
I have feen, but not in her Sanftuary, where 

fhe 
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flie delivers her Oracles, and difplays her Elo- 
quence and Elegancies at full. This is what 
my Soul is a-thirft after ; the holy Land of a 
future Pilgrim^^ You have raifed a Devotion 
in me towards her ; for we always judge of 
the Divinity by the Merits of the Prieft. By 
your Defcription of Mr. Thomson, I admire 
him, and rejoice in your Acquaintance with 
him. I beg you would cultivate it, for it 
feems like the Dawning of your Fame, whole 
Merit the flupid World only wants to be 
awakened to fee. If ever you get your due 
Share of Fame, . I infift that you be not a 
Niggard of it, as many are, biit do your ut- 
mod Endeavour to communicate it to your 
Friends — You fee I Ipcak in Time. 

As for Mr, L — n's Civility, I have no great 
Faith in it; I fear he has only fome private 
End to ferve, as an Eleftion or fo : but, how- 
ever, I would have you nourifc it, for it may 
breed fomething by Chance — It will be a Cre- 
dit to you at worft — ^Chance often promotes 
Lmgercrs at Court, who have otherwifc very 
little Hope. It may fall out, that by ferving 

you. 
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you, he may lerve hitnfelf/ I fhould like tb 

have fcen Signer Outing^ poor Man. 

I think the Leafowei a charming Place id 
itfelf^ but not knowing how in my Imagiiia<- 
tion at any Time to fcparate the Work from 
the Architcdt, I believe I give the former 
ihiSnitely tti^tt Adoration than its due, cvfcii 
M^ith all its Improvements. You v^ould oftell 
fee itie gliding acrofs the Glades, if the Soul 
was vifible. You, indeed, ^haVe .contrived to 
make your Soul, as it wefe, vifible ; and a very 
"beautiful SouJ it is ^ particularly in its laft 
Dreft, which became it exceedingly, I meaft 
Elegy— It was mighty well: fencied, aftd di£- 
fufed a tender, ^languifhing Airj its higheft Cha- 
rafter : I am much indebted to it for this fplen-^ 
<iidViflt; fpeftdid 1 mean in Beauty* The two 
old Songs likewife were very agteeable to me: 
but chieifly Giles Collins. As for the Song of 
the Cat^ I am much obliged to you for it : 
but 1 think the Author funk quite beneath 
himfelf towards the End. The Conclufion was 
too fudden, and not worked up enough, and 
bcfides was exceeding dirty j however, it w^ 
improved by your Alterations : upon the whole^ 

1 like 
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like it, and out of my Devotion for the five 
lirfl: Stanzasj I have added fix more, which 
I fubmit to your Judgment, vhhether I have 
fupportcd the true Spirit of the Fragment, 
Pray excufe that I have prefumed tp omit any 
of your Alterations \ betatife I thought ia 
this new Scheme the Context required it. 

t live in tlopes of feeing you at U^itdurcb 
this Winter, and of hearing the happy Tidings 
when ; I beg you will let me know fome Time 
before you come, that I may get y6ur Bed in 
order j I have but one ; (it was given me, and 
is none of the'largeft; indeed, fmall, which 
at prefent I lament) othehvife I Ihould now 
give more Invitations-, I can entertain but one 
Friend at a Time: but all my Fi'iends will 
be fincerely welcome feverally. Again I fay, 
I lament the Unfociablenefs of this Scheme, 
but it is not in my Power to alter it. Mr. 
G — 's Affair goes on, I am afraid, unhappi- 
ly. As for my own Situation, I Ihall fay lit- 
tle, but leave you to take a Survey of it, which 
I hope you will do foon. I think it is cal- 
culated for Happinefs, if a Perfon of the leaft 
Delk&tejfe can Jbe fo. I rejoice in all you have 
Vgi-.ir, E re- 
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rc^iced in, and pray for all you pray for, as 
becomes 

Your moft affcftionatc Friend 
and humble Servant, 

A. Whistler. 
Pray write. 

. My Idea of Mifs Fletchers is, that they 
are eafy without Impertinence; a high Idea 
in my Opinion. Pray give my Compliments 
to Lord D — J if in the Country. 



LETTER XV. 

Mr. Whistler to W. Shenstone, Efq. 

Dear Sir, Wbiichurcb^ Nov. 24. 

1AM very much obliged to you for your laft 
kind Letter, and received your Abfolution 
with a very contrite Heart, though I affure you 
my Sin was not wilful ; however, it was fuch as 

4 1 fin- 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



Select LfixTERS; 51 

1 fiiice'rely lamented, even in the Commiflion ; 
I Ihould rather fay Omiffion. ' I am exceeding 
forry to find you have fo great a Quarrel with 
Lmdan. 1 fpeak fmcerelyj when I fay, I pro- 
pofe little Pleafure there without you. I faid 
in my laft Letter, we might cdntrive to meet 
there, a6 hitherto ; I think we have contrived 
not to do it, and if we were to meet, I can't 
but fancy we might m^ke it agreeable to each 
bther. I ^ftiali go thither immediately after 
Ghrijimas^ and fhould be glad to wait on you 
at Whitcbunhi and from thence to London^ 
You certainly conclude me happy, in having 
Mr. Graves fo near me, and with Reafon. I 
Diould think my Scheme of Friendfhip com- 
plete, if you was as near ; But without that Cir- 
cumftance, it is far from being fo. Sir T. 
Head and Mr. Graves fpent three Days with 
me laft Week to my great Satisfaftion. 

I have had a Swelling in my Foot, which 
they tell me is the Gout — God forbid! — but 
*tis certainly like it. I intend to go into a Milk 
Diet immediately, for I am terribly alarmed. 
If it fhould prove fo, I fhall think it a very 
fcard Fate, having been no Drinker, and even 
E 2 Mul- 
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Multitudes of thofe efcape it : but Fortune fa* 
vours the Brutes. 

It was not our Mr. Powys's Landau, for 
he was at Home, and befides has never a one. 
I beh'eve Mr. Graves and I fhall return Sir 
G — *s Favour foon, and fpend about a Week 
with hfm. How Ihall we all wifh for you to 
be with us ! That I Ihall, I can be upon my 
Bihie Oath ; and for the reft, I think I can 
anfwer in- the affirmative. My Brother is at 
Whitchurch at prefent, who is a cqnftant Com- 
panion to me while he flays, but I fear that 
will not be long : but Mr. Graves I defign 
to fee often, both for Health and Pleafure. 

What with going to London this Win- 
ter, and Brifiol in the Summer, as I have 
laid my Scheme for the future, 1 fhall make 
Whitchurch not quite fo tedious to me; and 
above all, the Thought of waiting upon you, 
both in Oxford/hire^ and at the Leafowes^ vaflly 
brightens my future Profpeft. My Father and 
Mother dcfire to join with me in all Civilities 
to you — But I beg you would believe I fur- 
pafs moft People (notwith {landing your appa- 

rent 
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rent Merit) in the extreme Regard I have for 
you, when I fubfcribe niyfelf. 

Your moft fincere Friend, 
and humble Servant, 

A. Whistler, 

My Duty to Lord D— . I wifli his Lord- 
fliip would favour me with fome Franks, I 
fliould look upon it as an Honour, and a 
Piece of Good-nature. A Frank, you know, 
would convey them. 



LETTER XVI. 
Mr. Whistler to W. Shenstone, Efq. 

Dear Sir, 

T HAVE been extremely bufy of late in new 
-»• modelling my little Habitation j and the 
more fo, to bring it to Ibme Kind of Perfec- 
tion, in Order to receive you, I have been 
building up, pulling down, planting, rooting 
up, turning Round to Square, and Square to 
Round. In fhort, I don't know, but fome 
E 3 pru- 
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prudent People would fay, I have been playii^ 
the Devil. Indee,d, (as jn other Things inLife) 
rny Fancy i^.fo confined by the Smallnefs of 
my PpflelTions, that my Scheme is not very 
cxpcnftve : 'tis ail in the Ulli^utian Stile, and 
mufl: be ifo. Though I have tried to give it 
y^hat Air of Magnificence it is . capable of, I 
fupppjfe it will ftrwt 'lifce mwf of thofe- ui^ 
fortunate Jleroes who happen not to be four Fce^ 
apd » Half high. 

Did Lady Luxborough approve my Senti- 
ment of enjoying Things beft by Refleftion ? I 
ftill maintain nw Opinion, and endeavpur to juf- 
tify it thus : \^hat we enjoy by Refledlion wc. 
have pure, nay, heightened by our own Fancy, 
at the faipe Time no Inconvenience attends it j 
on the contrary, the Pleafure is more poignant 
by the Contraft. The Thought of an Ice- 
Houfe in thq Surnrqer.is refrelhing, and the^ 
imagination of July is a Cordial in Froil and 
Snow ; befides, yoii wellknow Hope is the very. 
Hartfhorn of Life^ that enlivens every Thing, 
and particularly attends imaginary Pleafures,. 
but vani(hcs whenever they bec6me real-;-By 
llefleflion, I meaa Imagination in general. 

I have 
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I have font you Stanzas on Flowers. If Lady 
LuxBORotJGH likes them, I (hall be proud of 
hitting the Pallate of a Lady of fo high a Tafte. 
I have likewife enclofed another Copy of Verfcs 
—though I am in Doubt, whether I did not 
fend them to you laft Summer; tliey werb 
done then. I know you don*t love Tranfla- 
tions, but I have nothmg new befides. L fet 
about them merely as an Exercife one Night, 
when I was dull and alone, not intending any 
Thing but tearing them afterwards, for I knew 
}t was a worn-out Subjeft — But a fatherly Af- 
feftion ,took Place, and I did not care for mur- 
dering it, thoiigh it was a Baftard produced 
ynawares. 

N. B. I be^ tl^at nothing of mine may ap- 
|)ear in Print, 

I admire thofe two Line^ of Lady Wortley's 
very much. It is a natural yet uncomnv)n and 
agreeable Thought. I an^ pleafed with the Com- 
pliment you make me, in faying you always 
wifh m4 with you to partake any Pleafure, 
^d imagine how any Thing extraordinary woukj) 
^ 4 ft?iHe 
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ftrike me: I like it, becaufe I know it is 4 
natural, and thereby, a fmcere Thought by my 
own Heart. I am fo far gone that Way, thar 
I can hardly enjoy any Thing extraordinary, 
lyithoyt my Frieqds are with me, efpecially 
thofe wljom I. know it would particularly ftrike; 
but next to gratifying a Friend, is the obferr 
ving, how new and exmiordinary Objcfts work 
upon a natural Genius j V\\ fuppofe it a Ge- 
nius; I think it is one of the higheft Enter- 
tainments in }^ife; when I can meet; Vfith fuch, 
and haye 4n Oppprtunity, I love to read a 
Play to them, though I know I ruq the Ha-r 
zard of being laughed at for my Pains ; but 
I, dQn'tc^rq, the Pleafqre pAys me for all the 
malicious foolifh People can fay, and you kno^Y 
the natural Criticifms of Sir Roger de Cover- 
Uiy Wjere npt thought ynworthy the Notice of 
the Britijh Speilalor. For my Part, I haye of- 
ten thought that it is one of the Amufemcnts 
of the Supreme Being, who planted firft the 
Pafiions in us, to obferve the Workings and 
Effefts of them, A public iVvjdiegce gives mp 
Plcgfure L>i>on Truft, for though I know no 
one there, J always conclude there r.fc fome 
^aiufies, 

I aq[> 
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I. am of your Opinion, with Regard to. 

Mrs. « 9- at prefentj for I think, if her 

Heart be really engaged, which I very much 
doubt, Dilhonour in Love is the blackeft of 
all dilhoneit Adions, and of the word Confe^ 
quence-T-But his prtcurfivc Steps were the Ex-^ 
tpemity pf Folly, qondufted with the Extremity * 
of Folly; but he may be happy (and I wifh: 
he may be happy) in any State of Life. I* 
think our Vifits to Dick J — are fatal; his 
own Mother Uy a dying when we were aC 
fienley, I 4m very glad to hear you have 
had fo many Amufcnients. It is always agree- 
able to me, whenever I hear you have met 
with a flowery Meadow in your fublunary.- 
Walk. If J have any Taftp, your Hfrcuks is 
afi elegant and truly poetical Poem, and fu- 
pcrior to L— = — ^'s : if it is not, I refign my 
Tafte, for Til pin it upon your Poem. I 
don't pretiend to Criticifm ; but my Paflion for 
Shakespeare, Milton, Pope, fs?^. has made 
me believp, that I have fon^e natural Tafte for. 
Beauty. I am much objiged to you for the 
two genteel Copies of Verfes ; they are very 
pretty, and much to mjr Fancy. As for Odes, 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



i^ SELECT LEttERS. 

you have exprelT^d my Senfe of them all on 
;hat of Dn AkB>jsiil)E ; tfiey p6S-picx and fret 
one more than they jffeafe, aiW may ^yc dc- 
fcribed by the Title'of dfte of SttAi»:E$p''EAftE-s 
Blays, viz. Mich ASb ahoU NotbiHg. 

I have no News to fefnd- you from hehc*,^' 
that will be ill the ' Icaft entfertainmg ta ydu. 
I am in H6f)es Mr. Graves will fettle at 
lyhiuhuhh about IVhitfunHSe. I have been, 
much OiJt of Order for this^ Week, by a Cold 
that I eaUght ki attending-' niiy Works 5 and 
xhy Foot gives me ugly Apprehtnfions at pre- 
fent. : I continually, pleafe myfclf with the 
Thoughts of feeing you at ff^ffit church -^ but 
i^ould never have you make an Inconvenience 
pf what I woukl have be a Pleafure to you— i 
Yd have you choofe your owrx Time, that you 
inay be q\iite unembarraffed : for my Part, I 
think the fooncr the better ; only I would beg 
the Favour of one Line to prevent all ill Ac- 
cidents. I -think 'tis a Afethod which fhould 
ever l^e ufcti j . and \ wonder at my own Im- 
pnrderrce, and my own Good Fortune laft 
Time I came to the Lenfovots. Y long to fee 
pu, and fliall be all tliis Summer at Whit- 
churchy 
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fbttrcBj ready to receive you. . Indeed^ if I 
ihould. have the Gout, as 1 foiriething fear it, 
I. would let you Icnow, for that wduW ili«er- 
rapt all our Pleafure.^ I, beg my ConipMrnents 
to Mr. Dolmen : you h4ve likcwife the Com* 
plimcnts of this Place. Wiuh Wilhcs to fee 
y£iu, and Complimervts grounded upOA thfc ut- 
jnoft Sincerity, I arti. 

Dear Sir, 

yours to an Excefs, 

Ju WhistleIi* 



LETTER XVIL 

• Mr. Whistler to W. Shbnstone, Efq. 

Dear Mr. Shenstone, 

YOU fee that I am as edger t<^ anfwer your 
Letter, as. you was to anfwer miftc, ind 
if my Letter gave you Pain, I afTure you, 
|Jiat yours has etjually perplexed m^t I am 

'' * ' ' " in 
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in great Hopes, you have mifinterpreted my 

ScBky in Regard to Mr. G* ; and by as 

much as I can recoUcdt, I believe you have. 
He always ipeaksof you with the utmoft Re- 
{pc& in your Abfencc, and is much lefs fcverc 
even upon what he calls your little Faults, 
than when you are prefent : all that I hinted at, 
was fome little Shynefs hq lately {hewed to me, 
on the Account which you and I have often 
mentioned* I have heard you fay, you have 
experienced the fame from him on the like 
Sc;pre. But you could not poffibly be now 
included, being abfent; no,' I afTure you, I. 
ooJy (poke of myfelf ; and his Fault towards 
mc would have been imperceptible, but to the 
Delicacy of Friendlhip ; nor been have worth ' 
communicating, but to one whom my Love 
would animate againit the like Failing. I de-> 
dare to you, the Sentence which included Mr, 
G-7»*s Name, wa&: the only one which regarded 
him ; what followed, though I confefs that 
gave Rife to it, was only to fhew my different 
Sentiments, and I own my Efteem for Friend- 
fiiip carri^ .me a. great Length.. I have been 
very particular to fatisfy you, as well as to 
JHftify Mr, G— , 'and by th4t Means to juf^, 

tify 
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tify myfelf. I fhould have never have for- 
given myfelf, if t had been the Caufe, though 
inadvertently, of dividing fo rtiudh Worth as 1 
have always difcovered in you both, and which 
though feparated, it might ftill continue to bleft 
me, yet when united, like moft other Things, ^ 
it has a more powerful £fFe£fc. I would not 
have Mr. G — know a Word of this, for the 
moft trifling Refleftion, when told again, is 
offend ve; nor ihould I have faid what I did, 
but to a common Friend ; in Truth, it is not 
cvery-body who poflibly might feel it fo acutely 
as myfelf; but you know my Diipofition. I 
have a Senfibility in my Friendfhips, that arifes 
even to a Sorenefs^ and the flighteft Air of 
Coolnefs snakes me wince. This, though in 
its Confequences fometimes it may render me 
unpleafing to my Intimates, certainly has its 
Source in a Merit, namely, in the Ardour of 
my Attachments ; and. therefore I fliould hope 
is eafily pardonable. You remember the ele-? 
gant Line in Cotton's beautiful Vifion of 
Friendlhip ; 

« Cold is the only 111 they fear.'* 

After 
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After I had fealcd my laft, I was afraid It 
had rather an Air of Gomplimeht than Since* 
rity ; if it had, I aflure you, it was only thtf 
^/r, and what the Good-humour^ I am always 
in wherl I write to yao; might infpirc mc with; 
. You fee. thp Efteem I have for you, by turn- 
ing Critic on myfelf in your Behalf. I am 
now going tc? miention, what there is no Occa-f 
fion at. all to fay, but Friendlhip is the moft 
inQorjtinent Thing in the World •, 1 have long 
been fenfible of your Worth •, that is^ ever fince 
1 kjicw you; but 1 mufl fay^ I think it wa? 
our Uft Meeting which entirely united me t0 
you.; every Lett-er of yours Gnce has height 
tencd my AiFeftiort for you. I look upon thif 
as my firft Ab fence from you; your Letteri 
are now neceflary to fupply your Prefenoej 
you yourfelf taught me this Tafte of Luxury, 
tberefore it is but reafonable you ftiould- fup- 
port the Expence. In fhorr, I beg you would 
write foon. I am afraid I Ihall tire you by 
fo frequent a Correfpondence, but I particu* 
larly long to know the Succefs of this Letter. 
Dear Mr, Shenstone, I am yours, &c. 
A. Whistler. 

LET- 
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LETTER XVIIL 
W. Shenstone, Efq. to Mifs Lowfi* 

Madam, 

I Fancy IVe been condemned a Thoufand 
Times, on Account of not fending the 
Tunes. One of them w^s lent out, and I 
had not an Opportunity of fetching it till laft 
Week. I don*t know whether this Reafon will 
prove fufficient, but I ^ure you it was the 
real one. I tore them out of my Book, and 
on that Account you have fome others with 
diem. I was willing you fhould have them 
in the beft Shape poffible, and dare fay, you'll 
improve as much upon them, as I have dege- 
nerated from them. 

I want exceedingly to hear from you; but 
you will fcarce think it confident with a rural 
Reputation to write yourfelf. 'Tis, indeed, 
fcarce worth while to hazard it, to give me^ 

ever 
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ever fo great a Pleafure, but I could wifli 
you would here remember the Charafter of a 
Town-Lady. — Lord ! How does Mifs Uty ? 
I did not wonder you Ihould mutually envy each 
other, lince you are both fo great Objedts of 
Envy : more particularly, as Modefty has taught 
you to think your own Merit fmall in Com- 
parifon with* that of others. Voila lafeule Source 
de toute Envie ! — ^I'm furely vaftly impertinent, 
for I'm not pofitive you underftrand French i 
but I guefs'd that a Lady, fo accompliihed in 
all other Particulars, might. I fancy you've ep* 
joy'd a vaft deal of agreeable Gaiety fince I 
left you, whilft I have been wandering about 
HarborougV^ gloomy Walks and Pools, like a 
Shepherd **defpairing befide a clear Stream/* 
—Oh ! I want to know, whether or no, for 
the common Good of our Society in particu* 
lar, as of our Country in. general, it is, and 
may be lawful to admit, .without the ufual 
Number of Members being prefent at the So- 
lemnity; for I judge it better to lay afidc 
fome Part of the Ceremony, than that any one 
fhould die uninitiated — Whether or no as in 
Baptifm — ^I was truly going too far. — I wcct 

fafc 
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Cdfe enough, let me go what Lengths I vriil^ 
ia fubfcribing my&lf 

the humbleft of 

your humble Servants^ 

W. Shenstohjb* 



LETTER XIX* 
W. Shekstok£> Efq. to Mrs. A*-^ 

Dear Madam^ 

IPromifed to give you fome Account what 
became of Cbelienhafttj after Mr. A— had 
pillaged it of all that was moft valuable. Pof^ 
fibly before this Time^ you may hare forgot 
"both my Promife and me, and- it may not 
be extremely political to renew your Remem- 
brance of a Perfon who has been fo long feem- 
ingly negledtful. The Truth is, I can no more 
hmi to be forgot by thofe I efteem, than I 
Vol. II. F can 
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can be cenfured of Forgetfulnds with R^ard 
to them, and I know no Way but Wridpgs bj 
which I can evade both. 

Some Sort of Apology I ought to make, 
that i did Hot write before ; you will there* 
fore pleaie to obferve, that I am but juft ar* 
rived at Home, though I left CbeUcnbim the 
Day after you. I ftayed, indeed, to hear Mr* 
B— preach a Morning Sermon ; for which I 
find Mrs. C — has allotted him the Ha^ pre- 
ferably to Mr. C — . Perhaps you n»y not 
remember, nor did I hear rill very lately, that 
there is a Hat given annually at CbeUenbam^ 
for the Ufe of the beft foreign Preacher, of 
which the Difpofal is ailigned to Mrs. C — ^ to 
her and her Heirs for ever. I remonber (tho* 
^I *knew nothing of this whilft I was upon 
'the Place) I ufed to be a little miideemful, 
"^i^at all who preached there had fome fuch 
^'Premium in their Eye, This Hat, 'tis true, 
IS not quite fo valuable as that of a CmrMnd^ 
but while it is made a Retribution for Ex* 
cellence in fo (if properly confidered) fublime 
a Fundtion, it is an Objeft for a Preachcr-in 
any Degree. I am fony, at the fame Time^ 

to 
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t6 fay, that as a common Hdty merely for iti 
Vfes^ it wbiild be aii ObjeA to tod many Couk^ 
hy Curates, wHoIi Situations arid flchder In- 
cdmcs too often excite our Bliiflics, as well 
as CdmpalTion. There fliould be no iiicK 
Thirig sis ^Journeyman Varfm; it is beneath 
the Dignity of the I^rofefllon. If we had fewer 
Pluralities in the Church, this Indecorum mighty 
in a great Meafurei be aboliflied, 

Mn JJ— {Squire N— ) I hear is fittihg ,up 
his Caftic at JL— ^— foir the Reception of the 
little Widow ; and the Mercer at Cbeltenbam has 
completed his grand Arcade, for the better Pif* 
pofition of his Crapes and Callimancos. 

t am an ill kelater of Matters of f'a^ arx} 
as I faid before, did not condnue abov« four 
and twenty Hours and lome odd Minutes 
upon the Place longer than you that Cf^quire 
after it i but I furvived long enough to Hear 
very frequfcrit Mention of Mrs. A— 4—^' Mi^ 
Carter, (^c. and fudh Mention, as has con- 
firmed me in an Opinion, that Firfons of real 
Merit, without any Expencc of Airs, G?r. will 
by Degrees engrofi the Admiration of any Place 
F 2 they 
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they,, come, into. Bi^t this is a Kind of Lan- 
guagc you would never , indulge me m;; you 
might very fecurcly; for I flipuld never be 
able to cxprefs half the fincerc Eftcem and 
Hefpedt with which I am> 

. , r ^ Madam, 

■ ^ your moft .obedient, humble Servant, 

W. Shenstonb, 



T / 



LE T T.E R XX. 

W. Shenstone,' ^Iq. to Mils Carter. 

Deif Mifs Carter, , . ^ . 

PIeKHAPS you n?ay remember to have feen 
an odd Kind -of .fellow when you wew; 
ztCheUenbamy who ^ thjeatsncd you with a Let- 
ter, and who is now endeavourii^ tQ.be as bd^ 
u his Words however he hopes for fomeUt-' 

tic 
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tie Pardalicy on his Behalf, having delayed 
the Execution of his Menaces for a con(ider* 
sible TifaoCt and even now pitoniifing to iay as 
few Things in your Favour as the rcat Sen^ 
timents of his Heart will admit of. * ;. 

But Peace tp Buffoonery,— —After V part- 
ed fronpi^Qu, Mr.M— ^N, with great Simplicity, 
endeavoured to keep up my Spirits, by. fpeak- 
ing in Praife of the Famjly we iiad left, as 
though that was hot the ready Method to 
aggravate the Senfe of one's ^Lofs \ atad yet to* 
,aggrayate it was utterly JnippfgWe lA the'Qpi*: 
nion^ of.a Peiibn^reafjy fp fenfibleofit Put* 
he mentioned one A^icJk which, was. <mpfefuc-. 
cefsful, and that was a PropoII4 ta> fccpm*' 
pany nie ta Stoke^ apd, to ilet • n^. ^J^igw wli^-" 
it fuited his Convenience. , -,i 

.When I came to CbeUenhami I ww nqt un- 
mindful of that Ip^emn Vow that I had njade^ 
not to furvivc your Family, thei-e ,^ finijgle Hour ; ^ 
but I fipaind it n^r jBve oXi^lock^; and my Con- 
fcijeince faid, that as { ^d made it folate, by 
my Attendance upon you, thpugji I did' ftay 
another Night, I hoped I might be excufed, 
F 3 I have 
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I have been, fincc leaving this Town, at 
IS/Lr. Browk^s, who Kvcs iipon rfic Borders of* 
H^ak/.-rr-Foor Man I He has been the moft 
obligbg Perlbn in the World to the moft ftu- 
pid of Companions. 'Tis hardly poflible to 
deterxnine . which was - greater, t^e Zeal with 
which he ftiewed me his Fdflils, Plants, Poe- 
try, &c. <^r the ftupid Inattention with which 
I. obierved them. He commends you and Mrs. 
Aubrey highly j fo, indeed, do* all I know, 
or i would foon forget that I had ever feen 
their Fades. He had found out a Method at 
laft of filducing me to talk, by frequent Men- 
tion of y6uf Merits, and it was a good While 
before Idifcovercd his Artifice j and even when 
1 had (fi(c6vered it, I was ill able to elude the 
Force of it. ^ -- 

I ani now juft returned Home^ which is 
my Apology for hot writing to you about CbeU 
anbam as I promifed. I really fcarce recoUeft 
any Circumftance belonging to it, except that 
you and Mrs. Aubrey were there the moft fa- 
vourable, agreeable^ and praife-worthy. 

What 
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What, docs Mr. M— boaft of the f^lcrlou? 
Abfurdity he committed at parting, ui nii& 
taking my Horfe for his ? When I fee him 
lint, I will produce a Hundred I have been 
lately guilty of, to no one of which his is. 
able to compare. His, you know, commenced 
in the very Moment of parting, and confequent- 
ly was little wonderful, in Comparlfon of thole 
1 have fince committed j befides, his Horfe h:^ ' 
a Spot or two of Brown on him, and w- 
therefore eafily miftaken at fuch a Tlnr.z .or 
one that was Sorrel all over^ 

After all, you arc a very wicked Lady-?^ 
you defrauded me of the Croflet you promifcd 
me, putting me off with a (ingle Bead; but 
it was yours, and that's enough; The moft 
trivial Donation from a Pcribn we efteem, 
has a large Value, I acknowledge to have a 
great Penchant for what the Vulgar call Keepr 
Mkes. The French are notably praftifed in 
diefe litde Elegancies; we are not fo much 
fo, as, I think, a poliflied People ought to be. 

I am, dear Mifs Carter, 
Tour moft fmcere Admirer, and humble Servant, 

W« Shenstone. 
F 4 Don'? 
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Don't expofe the Nonlenfe-Verfes I gave you, 
I entreat. you. 



LE T T ER XXL 
S. D--, Efq.- tx> W, Shenstone, Efq. • 

Dear Sir, .... 

IWAS -fprn? Time fince at Mr. Whistler V 
^ ; Chaniber, when, he received a letter from 
you, the Sight of which revived in my Mind 
|he pleafing Cprrefpopdence you once favour- 
ed me with j the - Lpjs of which I much re* 
grct.— Do you,' neyer think; . of rpturning %q 
Oxfi^rdf Haye/'you left nothing there tha^ 
may give us JL^aye once more to expedt you? 
I .won'jt be fo poetically complatfapt, as to 
lay every Thing app<:ars grieyed at your Ab^ 
fence, but I affure you, Sjr, ,thpre are fomc 
that fecm fincerely to lament it. i can't covf\T 
pare ^fe little People that haye fometimes 

J pen- 
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cenfured you, to any Thing but Ants, who 
are generally moft tfoublefome in the fineft 
Seafon. I. can't hope, tlmt even a fliortStay 
3t C— could be made agreeable, but Novel- 
ty is fbaietiines pleating;, dcfcend then," and 
fee the new Acquaintance I have made, which 
is like to prove a very lafting one : may yours be 
no lefs foj-^Mr. Graves is in Gkucefierfiire^ 
and Mr. Whistler, God knows wherc^ and 
you unkindly conceal from me the Place of your 
Jlefidpnce, | fliall direct; jhis wandering Epif- 
tie as ufual, but imagine, if it is fo fortunate 
:fts. to find you, it wiU fee in your Hermitage^ 
where I prefume you are before thjs retired^ 
Were I Mr, Whistier, with what PleaiyfC 
ihowld I leave the; World, .and all its V^niticir, 
fprMic Shenstone and a CelW-Thou^ I rpuft 
<own, your Ifttentioa of making Mn L-rr« in>* 
mortal, by a X)edicationi ^i;^ finging t^ Praiies 
-and Viftt^si^of fb? Cqurd^ .fregi to chcrifli 
jgay^ Thqugbtsthan ft^it, tljat peaceful Station. 
(Whether -JFfermit or Cawticri be- aflwed «haf 
.Whatfiycr:;CQnduccs to. yow/fliippiacls i$ fiiv 
cerdy.wlfhed by 019 . . \- ./ 

C^^9 January 2g(^ , .^ ;.;'_ S.D-r^ 

J^ E T- 
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LETTER XXIL 
S. D— •, Efq, to W. Sh£N$tok£, Efq. 

Dear Siu, 

I CAN omit no Opportunity of fhewing my 
* Defirc of continuing a Corre^ndence that 
lias always giveit me fo much Pkalure. I wrote 
you a Letter fome Time ago, and fhpuld have 
\lfed fo little Ceremony, as to have troubled 
you wkh ailfother^ had I known in what Past 
of the World you was. If you know any 
Thing of Mr. -G-^, I fliould be- glad to hear 
Ibmething of him; I am informed that he is 
n Curate in fome ViUage very remote — ^It is 
a giear Pity, fo much Merit fliould be no 
better rewarded. We have been returned from 
Ltmdon about diree Weeks : if I had known 
you were in ToWn^ I fiiould have left it with 
^ilch mm Kelu£tance. If you come into 
Oxford/hire this Sumnier, I hope you will fa- 
vour me with a Vifit at C — , which will be 
a Tery great Fleafure to us alL 

;^ - YoM 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



.SE1.ECT LETtERS. 75 

Tou. cannot imagine how haj^y.you have 
made me, in giving mc Hopes of enjoying a 
Sight oi your iPoems i from which I am fure 
of reaping a Fleafore which can adnw of no 
Addition, but by receiving them from your 
own Hands. I am - glad to hear that Mr. 
G-— is fettled Co much to his Satisfadion : if 
he i$ at 4^/ Souls^ I hope I ihall fee him be- 
fore he leaves. Oa5^ri» 

I hayela^ly I«^.a very agreeable Relatbn 
and fincere Friend. Perhaps you have l^ard 

Mr, Whistler mention Mifs B : ihc 

tdied at C—n about thxeel^Ionths fince, after a 
Ihort lUnefs of two Days; which added fo 
n^ickto the .melancholy Situation here, that 
we were obliged to fly to Town fpr Aniufe* 
inents. I ^c^me down ten Days fince, and fhall 
return again to-morrow, for about a Week 
longer. May I hope, dear Sir, to find a Let* 
ter here from you ? I am fuje the reding of 
it will give me more real Pl?afure ?han any 
Company or Diyerfiqn I can propofe to find 
\n l^ndon. \ J am forry tq fend you any News 
that will give you Concern; buft can't help 
? ?«Uing 
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telling you, that I hear poor Mr. R. G — is 
dangeroufly ill of a Fever in Town. "Mr. 
Whistler has 1^ Oxftrdy oaiAcoount; of the 
Small-Pox, which is very much there, and at 
prefent in Femkroke College* 

Notwithftanding this unfeafonabk Weadier, 
I muft beg leave to put you in Mind of your 
PrcMnifc^ and enquire when it is you defign 
us the Pleafure of your Coanpany in Oxford- 
Jbire j where you will meet with a great 
many who wffl rejoice* inuch to fee you, »d 
none more dian your 



aflKCbonate Friend 


: smd bumbk Servant^ 


S.I>-., 


.- • . • ... 1 .T- 





LET; 
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LETTER XXUL 
A. B. Efq. to W. Shenstoot, Efq. 

FOR the Soul's Food^ ftrcngthcned by the 
more fubilantial bodily Food, I have for 
tbefe nine Days paft imbibed at your Villa, 
the LeafoweSf I am much obliged to my dear 
Mr- Sh^nstone : Time will not, however, at; 
prcfent, allow me to beftoi^ more of my Elo- 
quence on you for Jt) you muft: therefore be 
fatisficd with " the Altar of Gratitude,** I have 
it ia my Head hereafter to ereft to your Ho-: 
^our. 

We are invited to ftay at Hagle]^ on Mmi^f 
next — ^Dinner at two o*Clock---May I ezpeffc 
the Pleafure of meeting you there. ? If you have 
had a Card let me know, per Bearer, that I 
may not, as I do now, groan with Apprehen* 
fions of the Day« His moft ei^cellent of Ex«- 
cellencies, the Governor, and Miftreis Hester, 
ftiqr till the latter End of Seftcmber^ fo you' 

wiU 
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will certainly be honoured with them at the 
Leafowes. 

My beft; ^d I think I may fay, my only 
dear Lord, Lord D — j was here on Friditf laft^ 
with Intent to dine and fpeiid die Dayj but 
as Z was from Home, went to Hagley^ and 
drhcd with the Lord LyttkLton, at the wor- 
thy Admiral Smith's. 

Oblige me with dcfinng DoiysLEv t6 bid 
lis Brother fend me the Annual Regijiers^ hoxxnA^ 
as we agreed on this Momingj and lettered, when 
he fends me ^be Worlds &c. 

Did I. not know you above eVen the ha& 
Degree of Policy to your Friends, I fhoiild 
fufpeft, that you fent me Lady Luxborough's 
Ltttd-s" to intimate to me, ^bai fo dull a Cor- 
xcfpondefit, and infipid a Friend as myfelf, mujt 
expeffj when you could bear Accufations of 
Negligence, in anfwering fuch agreeable and 
Iprightly Letters, as thole of her Ladyfhq) 5 
and I could almoft wifli, though the Peroial 
of them gave me the greateft Pleafure, thac 
you had not favoured me with a Sight of themsr 

as 
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as I cannot help drawing Omens from chen^ 
to tnyfe]f the mbOi dreadful : if yon did not 
then mean me iUy in your obliging Complin 
mcnt of the $ight of them, let me ijee or hejir 
from you foon ^ and tell nict, that though yoa 
have heretofore flighted a Lady's Favours, you 
will nc^ negleA a fincere Fdend» who admkxs 
and efleems you more than (from what I think 
I have heard you fay of her Ladyfliip) Jhc 
could. But to wave this, and leave you to 
your own G^nerofity; I muft thank you for 
yours of March 26th ; had I not depended on 
your Promife in it, I ihoidd have again trou- 
bled you e'er this : but I muft now tell you, 
that I hope the Week after Eaftcr Week, for 
the Pleafure of your Company here, and if con- 
venient, to take a Bed with us. In the Ho-^ 
lidays, I apprehend we fliall have Holiday 
Company, which will be neither agreeable to 
you nor ir^; as we fliall not by fuch, Interrupt 
don be able to pay the Attention nve ough^ 
and are ever defirous of paying to ib agreeable 
a Friend as Mr. Shenstoke. 

I like the Bidding of your Miltom much ; 
but HOC to compliment, diflike the Cuts as 

much, 
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much, for I really think the Eogtkvte has made 
our firli: Parentis frightful Figttfes, ahd the An- 
gels and Deyiiis ilmoft equally IdVely— Could 
you get mkie bound as ydurs, without the 
Cuts, fhould be much obliged to you. 

I have retired fronv Conftpany, we have in 
theliaufe, to writte this! Scra^t^, this, I hope^ 
will be an Exiufe for it, and convince you, that 
I am tefolved never to lofe any -Opportunity 
of afiuring de^r Mr. Sub^^stoke^ that I am 

moft fincerdy^ 

his aficftionate Friend, 

' Ktave takeh die Liberty of keeping JLady 
LtncBORo^GH^s Xett*rs feme Tkne longer foi^ 
Mrs. B — ^'s Pcrefel; who jtjins' with all here 
in beft Con:ifplirDients\to Utii Zieafmis. 

Wednefday Evening. 

_ • - » . , A 
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1 fliould be glad if you could procure me 
half a Ream of Mr. Baskerville*s beft plain 
thin .writing Paper ; I mean gilt, but not bor- 
deredk 



LETTER XXIV. 
Mr. J. WHisTtER to W. Shenstone, Efq. 

SiR^ tVhitcburcb^ May 26. 

I MAKE no Doubt, but. you will be much 
furprifed at the Receipt of this, and like 
wife greatly concerned at the melancholy Oc- 
cafiion of it. As the Friendlhip fublifting 
between you and my Brother has been of fo 
long ftanding, I ^fhould be glad to communi- 
cate its Contents to you more gently by fome 
other Hand % but for Want of a Friend in 
your Neighbourhood, who has the Honour of 
your Acquaintance, muft do it myfelf in the 
leaft afFefting Manner I am capable. 

Vol. II. G The 
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The Beginning of this Month, my Brother 
was taken ill of a fore Throat, which con- 
tinued for fome Days, without any apparent 
Symptoms of Danger ; indeed, towards the laft 
it was judged the Diforder was throwing it- 
felf off : but to the great Surprife of every 
one^ a Mortification in his Infide was then be- 
gun, and came on fo faft, that it was out of 
the Power of Art, to flop it, of which he ex- 
pired the lOth. In April j I had the Pleafure of 
l\is Company at Brijiol for a few Days, with my 
Father, when amongfl: other agreeable Schemes 
for this Summer's Amufement, he propofed to 
himfclf very great Pleafure, from paying Mr. 
Shenstone a Vifit— But Man propofes and 
God difpofes. I have loft a very good kind 
Brother 5 therefore hope thofe who were his 
Friends will continue their Friendfhip to me 
for* his Sake, which I fhall always endeavour 
to defer ve. To give you this melancholy In- 
formation is a painful Duty ; but it is what I 
am compelled to pay. I can, in fome Mea- 
fure, conceive the many afflifting Recolledlions 
which will arife in your humane Mind, on this 
Event I Your Friendfhip and Correfpondence 

fub- 
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fubfifted a confiderable Time, and with recipro- 
cal Satisfaftion. He was unqudftionably en- 
dowed with hataral good Senfe, well improved 
by. Education and Reading, of a lively plea- 
ling I^^ancy, and a benevolent Heart, He vv^as, 
in (hort, what your Pen might mod exquifitely 
defcribe, but what mine is unequal to* 

I beg ybut" Acceptance of a Ring, in Re- 
Inembranca of him, which Ihall be conveyed 
to Birmingham the firft Opportunity. My Fa- 
ther defires his Service. My Wife likewife 
joins with me in Compliments. I am. Sir, 

your obedient, humble Servant, 

J. Whistler.* 

* The Editor can give no prccifc Account of the Date* 
tof Mr. Whistler's Letters. This laft, however, from 
his Brother muft have been written in the Year 1754^ 
that being the Year which deprived him of fo valuable a 
Brother, and Mr. Shenstone of fuch an amiable Friend 
and Correfporident. Accoi'ding tb this Calculation, thefe 
Letters of Mr. Whistler (hould have come earlier in this 
CoUedion, but they did not come Time enough into the 
Editor's Hands. The fame Reafon muft alfo be advanced 
for fome other Letters being mifplaced in Point of Time j 
but as the feveral Subjeds jire independent of each other, 
it is an Error (the Editor prcfumes) which the Reader will 
more readily excufe, 

G 2 LET- 
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LET TE R XXV. 

A, B. Efq, to W. Shenstone, Efq, 

Dear Mr. Shenstone, 

Should with Pleafure have obeyed your kind 



I 



Command, and troubled you with a Let- 
ter before this, but that I waited to give you 
fome Account of your Friends here. I faw 
Mr. DoDSLEY foon after I came to Townj 
he feems a very good Sort of lilan, and I 
like him much; I believe he is quite fatisfied 
with the Succefs of his Play, for he is in 
good Health and Spirits.* Mr. Wren I could 
not meet with, till Friday laft, when I found 
him very bufy with half a Dozen young Ana- 
tomifts, (for fuch I prefume they were) and 
Pen, Ink, and a Ream of Paper before them 5 
had I been free enough with your Friend, I 
ihould certainly have enquired, what weighty 
Difcoveries they had been engaged in, for they 
all looked prodigious wife when I entered the 
Room -, but I was foon left Tiu-d'Tiu with 

^ The Tragedy of Cleone^ produced at CovmuGarden 
Theatre. 

Mr. 
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Mr. W— — ^ and then Subjefts of (till greater 
Iniportance, fuch as Plays, Operas, &c* fc?r. 
were to be difcuflfed. Without a Compliment, 
I think our Friend improves upon Acquaint 
tance much ; but I wifli him, as you tell him, 
kfs volatile : to fay the Truth, when you 

brought him to fT — with K , he 

was fo very alert, that I was not (but that 
he came with you) much prejudiced in his 
Favour; however, I find he has more Merit 
than thofe over-lively young Gentlemen gene- 
rally have ', and I doubt not, but when you 
have pruned the Luxuriancy of his Sprightli-r 
nefs, he will make a very good Figure. 

I am fincerely forry, my Congratulations on 
your having a Place under Government were 
premature; but I cannot fay, I wifti you, as 
your Friend Griffith terms it, Polaury, though 
I know it could not have the Effeft on you, 
it fo evidently has had on > : but what 

any one could think due to Cibber^s Merit, 
Mr, Shenstone ought to think beneath him, 

I have not the Book you enquired for in 

yours, nor any one that I can recoiled, from 

G 3 you; 
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you. The Letters you were fo good as to 
fend me, are fafe locked up in my Bureau, 
and (hall be returned when t/e meet • I took 
the Liberty of keeping them, as I had no 
Opportunity of fending to the Leafowes before 
I fet out for London: if you have any Com- 
mands here, I hope you will oblige me with 
them, and when you are at Leifure, let me 
hear from you : but Dodsley tells me, you 
are re-peruSng your Elegies, (he hopes for the 
Prefs) and ^ would not interrupt you from 
fuch Engagements for the World, as you have 
too long deprived the Learned aiid X^ft^f^t 
the Pl^afure of admiring them. 

Adieu, dear Mr. Shenstone j believe lie 

yours moft fincerely, 

A. B, 

The Hnrry of London to a Man who pur- 
pofes fpcnJiing but feven Weeks in it, willjj 
J hope, plead excufe for this Scrawl. 



Sundc'y^ Jan. ai. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXVI. 
A. B — , Efq. to W. Shenstone, Efq. 

I Can't but think you wrong, my dear Shen- 
STONE, though placed, as you feem to think 
now. 

Far- from all Refort of Mirth, 
Save the Cricket on the Hearth 5 

you, who have in your Mind fuch an inex- 
hauftible Fund of Amufement, refined Amufe- 
ment, in envying fo inferior an Animal as jour 
Friend A. B — , whofe chief Happinefs, even 
in London^ ought (I fhrewdly fufpeft) to be that 
he can call you, and one more worthy Man, 
(you know who I mean) his Friends. The 
Tleafures of London^ I think I may fay, the 
innocent ones, lofe much of their Power to 
pleafe, unlefs participated with thofe who have 
refined Senfe enough to enjcy and partake thofe 
delicate Feelings with a Friend— few fuch are 
ever to be found here, and without fuch, where's 
the Society ?. DifTipation, . my Friend, is the ge- 
G 4 ncral 
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neral or chief Amufement of this Town, to 
the Generality of People; and though it 
abounds with Amufements and Pleafures truly 
rational, yet by a too frequent, if not cor- 
rupted Ufe, thcfe very Pleafures become irra* 
tional ; fuch they are to the Generality of my 
Acquaintance, and though I hope I do not pre- 
tend to be wifer than they, yet I cannot feel 
a Pleafure in going with them. to Entertain- 
ments of the nobleft Kind, where I muft not 
attend, but join with them in endeavouring to 
draw off the Attention of others, to my Com- 
panion or felf ; for this Reafon then, I gene- 
rally go to a Play, C^r, by myfelf, and by 
this very Means, lofe much of the Pleafure I 
ihould otherwife receive from it. I wifli, " with 
** all my Heart,*' as the true EngUJIman^s Phrafq 
is, that you could, with Convenience to your-* 
fclf, come to Tovv'n ; but I will not pity you, 
who can fo well divert yourfelf in any Place, 
becaufe you cannot come. Let Wretches un- 
bleffcd with a Mind rich as yours, uith a Sen- 
fibility capable of receiving Delight, from every 
common Occurrence, be fincerely pitied, pitied 
without the ungenerous Contempt, that you in- 
timate is fg gen. rally its Attendant: but be you. 
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my Friend, the Envy of all who arc meanly 
capable of fo low a Paffion, and the Admi- 
ration of every honeftly-diftinguifhing Heart. 
Your Mind, my Friend, is rightly formed for 
true Happinefs •, be yourfelf, and be happy — 
but I grow impertinently oiBcious 5 could you 
look into my Heart, fuch Officioufnefs would, 
from your Good- nature, meet with the Pardon 
I think I might fay it deferves •, for that I 
am fo, is that I can with the grcateft Since* 
rity fubfcribe myfelf 

your faithful and afFeftionate Friend, 

A. B— • 

Saturday Night, Fei. 9. 

Excufe this Scrawl ; and if a great deal of 
Nonfenfe, excufe that too, for I have not Time 
to perufe it, the Poft-Bell now ringing, 

I purpofe leaving Londoriy Monday Se*en-night % 
oblige me with a Line in Anfwer to this before 
I fet out; if you can conveniently, 

L E T- 
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LETTER XXVIL 

A. B — , Efq. to W. Shenstone, Efq. 

" Dear Mr. Shenstone, 

TO anfwer your kind Letter as I wifh is 
not in my Power ; let it fuffice then, to 
remind you, that where the Heart really feels 
moft. Silence is the only Eloquence fhe can ufe. 

Why will you not agree with me in the 
Want I complained of? Had I not felt it, I 
fhould not have troubled you v/ith it. What 
Anfwer can you make, when I tell you, that 

my choiceft Friend, Lord D , from a Ten- 

dernefs of Sentiment, never frequents theAmufe- 
ments you and I admire, and think innocent 
ones ? Find me another Friend like him ca- 
pable of delicately feeling, and participating 
every rational Pleafure, (yourfclf excepted) to 
be the Companion I wilhed for, and 4*11 grant 
your Plea of *' Indeeifion ;" till . you can d^i 
that, come over to my Side of the Queftion, 

As 
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As to Affairs in Town, I will not utter a 
Syllable concerning them till I fee you here; 
only I muft tell you, that London daily -walks 
nearer Mary-le-Bone than you or I could have 
believed fo corpulent a Lady able to-do. 

The Ramblers and World I read this laft Sum- 
mer, and was much entertained with both, tho' 
J think the former greatly the Superior -, and 
had I not thought it Prefumption in me to 
recommend any Author to you, I perhaps might, 
in worfe Language, have urged your reading 
them, as you have fo kindly mine. 

I have fent your Pencils p^r Bearer; but 
rnuft beg to keep La Pompadour fome Time 
longer, as 1 have not quite done with her •, nor, 
indeed, is it fit fo great a Lady fhould travel 
but in a Carriage -, come and fetch her then 
in your Chaife, or we fhall be reckoned greater 
Boors, by the polite Countrymen, than we al- 
fCfidy ar^.-^ Adieu j be Happinefs ever yours ! 
Your affectionate Friend, 
A. B^, 



All 
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All here join in beft Compliments to the 
Lcafawes. 

March j. 

V. S. The underwritten Quotation from 
Thomson ftruck Mr. B — fo ftrongly as he 
pafied by the Leajhwes fome Time ago, that 
he hopes Mr. Sh^nstone will excufe his trou- 
bling him with it. 

As nearer to this Farm you made approach. 
He polifh^d Nature with a finer Hand; 
Yet on her Beauties durft not Art encroach, 
'Tis Art*s alone thefe Beauties to expand; 
In graceful Pance immingled o'er the Land, 
Tarty Pales^ Flora and Pomona played : 
An happy Place ! 



LET- 
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LETTER XXVIIL 
A. B — ^ Efq. to W, Shenstone, Efq* 

Dear Mr. Shenstone, 

YOU make me very happy, by the kkuj 
Turn you give to the unfalhionable Re** 
lerve I told you in my laft I labour under. 
I am fmcerely defirous pf being dear to you ; 
and if the ^ eadetn velle aique eadem nolk^ is a 
good Omen of a lalling Frieodfhip, I haw 
good Reafons to hope, that tte Names of W, 

Shenstone and A. B will ever be mur 

tually efteemed by each other 5 for without 
meaning a Compliment, bat to my own Judg- 
ment, I really think, to know what you like 
or diflike, (omc few Perfons excepted, is fuf- 
ficient to make me do the fame: but I. beg 
for the future, when you mention the Valua- 
bles London robs the Country of, at this Sca- 
fon, you will not immediately add, that Lord 
P — . is juft fet out from iV— on his Way 
here. 
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A-propos ! You tell me you are bufy in re-* 
gulating your Library; will not you laugh at 
me, if I draw a Comparifon, and tcU you that 
I am engaged at prefent in a fimilar Affair ? 
Regulating the Friends I henceforward defign 
admitting into my Heart's inmoft Recefs. You, 
I dare fay, even in your Library have admit- 
ted fome RulDbifli, you will now throw out ; how 
much then mufl: I, who from a very Child have 
been a Kind of Enthufiaft in Friendfhip, have 
to cleanfe from my Efteem ? Indeed, I find 
upon Examination, I have been much out in 
my CoUcdion, and have ranked many fuga* 
cious Vafnpblets^ as Johnson calls them, as Firft* 
rate Authors ;- but I fhall .make a total Rum- 
mage, 'and hope, for the future, my Taftc 
will be-nlore : refined \ indeed, Ido not fear it, 
for rhaVe^ chofen your Worlhip fole Librarian 
of the Place ; and to fay the Truth, I find 
you fo delicate a Gentleman, that you have 
routed every Qther living Soul, (my own neareft 
Relations excepted) nor can I find that you 
will admit any one elfe to enter the poor Cell 
you have the Charge of but Lord D— : well, 
well, you are quite right 5 I fhall have enough 

to 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



SELECT LETTERS. 95 

tb do to value you two as I ought ; you tw9 
fliall be my Study, and if I don't improve 
enough from reading you, it will be my Fault: 
for the Pamphlets, I 0iall dip into them oc- 
cafionally, at an idle Hour, unleis a female 
one demands my clpfer Application j but I 
promife you, I.fliall be. very cautious in my 
Choice of her. 

I am much obliged to you, for offering to 
introduce me to the Acquaintance of Dn G — • 
I ihould eagerly lay hold of the Favour, * but 
that I purpofe leaving London on Monday the 
a6th of this Month, and fliall not have Time 
to pay him the Attention I owe every Friend 
of Mr. Shenstone's. " 

I have from your Recommendation read the 
Hiftory of La Pompadour^ and like it very 
well ; it feems authentic, though not much to 
the Honour of the Dame or Louis k Grand. 

1 fhall expeft two Letters from your Wor* 
Ihip, in anfwer to my laft Nonfenfe and thisj 
and pray, good Sir, do be not fo very concife. 
Mr. Shenstone, bchcve me, is worfe Com- 
pany 
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pan;r than any Man, when be is filent; moft 
People know how agreeable every Word he 
feys is, and when he is pleafcd to be mute, 
cannot but be uneafy. According to this, you'll 
fey, your Friend wifties you to kill yourfelf 
with talking ; not fo— but he refers the Whole 
to your better Judgment, who knows bell (when 
your modeft Humility does not too much in- 
terfere) how to do every Thing with the beft 
Grace. 

If you have by you your Ode en Autumti^ 
or Damen^s Bowery and care to truft them by 
the Bearer, you will do me a great Favow in 
fending them. If you cam venture out of your 
agreeable Shell at the LeafoweSy and (provkied 
you are preparing your Elegies for the Prefs) 
will bring them with you, not letting the Fa- 
vour you do us delay the Pleafure you will 
give the polite World in publifhing them, we 
fliall think ourfelves happy in accommodating 
you with a warm Room, Pen, Ink and Paper, 
in this Part of the World. 

I return the Duchefs of Somerset's Letters, 

which I have perufed with great Pleafure, par- 

4 ticularly 
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ticularly thofe which give the Honour due to 
my Friend, Mr. Shenstoke. 

You have the joint good Wiflies of our 
prefent contrafted Fire-Side. 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your very affeiStionatc,, 

A. B— . 



LETTER XXIX. 

A. B — y Efq. to W, Shenstonb, Efq. 

Dear Sir, 

THE Compliment you make me, of defi- 
ringme to correft, abridge, 6fr. Gfr. the 
^eets you have fo obligingly fent me, puts me fo 
much in Mind of Moliere's reading his Plays 
to his old Woman, before he produced them 
Vol. II. H to 
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to the Stage, that I can hardly pcribadc my-^ 
felf, though I am but juft turned twenty-fcven, 
and have a good Pair of Mr. Dehennic's fa- 
vourite Lamhjkin Breeches on, that I am not 
of the other Sex, and at leaft feventy : as. fuch 
I have prefumed to give you my Opinion freely, 
(which you will find firft intcrfp^rfed on little 
Bits of Paper, among your Proof-Sheets) and 
I defire you will not efteem it in any other 
Light. I am vain enough of the Friendihip 
you have diftinguifhed me with, and I defire 
you will not Jet your kind Partiality make 
me niore unworthy of it than I am, hy adding 
to my Vanity. As a Poet I admire, and a^ 
a Friend I love you : but you mqft not ap- 
ply to me^ for what I am not able, with any 
Credit to myfelf, to oblige you in. I am 
glad you fent Dodsley's fourth Volume, as 
I parted with my Set of his Poems this Sumr 
mer to a Friend, who begged them of mc^ 
Am much obliged to you, for the Print of 
your Grove, and though I think it makes not 
near the Figure on Paper fo lovely a Scene 
would be imagined to do, fliall vi^lue it mych. 
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1 ought to make many Apologies for keep- 
ing tlie Books you were fo kind as to lend 
me, fo long; but in fuch Eftimation do I 
hold every Thing that comes from the Lea^ 
fomesj that a conimon Attention to it will not 
latisfy me, and I cannot readily part with it 
in hafte 5 this then muft excufe me to you, and 
I flatter myfelf it will, as I know you are my 
Friend. 

Adieu, dear Mr. Shenstone. The fooncr 
you favour us with your Company, the more 
you will oblige us all. 

Your very faithful 

and afie^onate, 

A. B— . 



H 2 LET- 
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LETTER XXX. 
Mn DoDSLEY to W* Shenstone, Efq^ 

Dear Mr. Shenstone, J)ic. ^oi 

I Am very forrjr yon have been ^o much iliv 
difpofed fince I left you. Bleedirig, Vo^ 
miting. Purging, the Doctor, and the Difeafc, 
are too many Enemies for a Man to ftrug- 
jg^le with at once ; and I heartily wilh you Joy 
of your Viftory againft fuch apparent Odds. 
I am fure, I have very little Reafon to fup-r 
pofe, you make Sicknels a Plea for Lazinefe, 
fince you have taken infinitely more Pains on 
my Account, than you feem difpofed to take 
on your own. Pray think of this, and learn 
to love yourfelf as well as you do your Friends i 
pay as much Regard to your own Fame as yon 
do to theirs, and ;he World will be obliged to 
yoii. 

I received a Letter from Mr. Eaves; he 
tcjls me, the Fables are finjftied, and that they 

Nviil 
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Will come up to Town this Week, 1 fhall be 
very glad of it ; for I find even then, that I 
Ihall not be able to publifli before February. 
You tell me the Portrait is only delayed till 
you can fee Alcock — Can it be delayed to 
a more uncertain Tinie ? You do not imagine 
how many Friends arc longing to fee it ; and 
here the Winter is pafling away, and I am 
lofing the Pleafure of obliging your Friends as 
well as my oton. I hope I fhall fee Mr. H — 
when he comes to Town* I expedt Mr. D— 
foon after New- Year's Day*— Would to God 
you would CQme with him I Now is your 
Time to make Intereft for Preferment, as Me- 
rit feems, at prefent, the beft Recommendation 
to Fayour. Come, and give the Miniftry an 
Opportunity of doing themfelves Credit. With 
the Compliments of the Seafon, and my beft 
Wiihes in all Seafons, I conclude, and am. 

Dear Sir, 

ever affectionately yours, 

-R. DODSLEY. 

H 5 L E T- 
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LETTER XXXI. 
Mr. DoDSLEY to W. Shenstone, Eiq« 

Dear Mn Shen stone, 

HOPING by this Trmc you arc in a fair 
Way of Recovery, I venture to write to 
you. Indeed, I was extremely alarmed by the 
Account Dr. Ash gave me of you in his firft 
Letter^ and alfo by a Line from MifsH— : 
but by a ibcond Letter from the Do£tor, and 
by a Note afterwards from Mr. Baskerville, 
I received fbme Hopes of your Recovery, tho* 
not enough to encourage me to write to your* 
felf, for fear of the worft. I have been ex* 
tremely uneafy indeed, and ftill continue fi>. 
Pray let Molly^ or fomebody, give me a Line, 
to fatisfy me how you are. Don't offer to write 
yourfclf, if it be th? leaft Uneafy to you : I 
will be fatisfied with hearing from any Hand 
that you are better, and when you are able to 
write yourfclf, I fhall be happy .^ Lord S— 
is come to Town, and in a Day or two I pur- 
pofe to wait on him. I have not yet feen 

Sir 
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fer H. E— : I think I had better fee Lord 
S— . firft. God prefervc you, and fend you a 
Ipcedy Recovery. 

I am ever moll aflfeftionately yours, 

R. DODSLEY* 



t E t T E R XXXil. 
Mr. boDSLEY to W. Shenstone, Elq, 

Dear Sir, 

I AM forry I hurried my Effay out of your 
Hands, before you had done with it ; but 
if I think of publifliing my Fables next Oc^ 
tobcr or NovemheVj it is high Time I fliould 
put both to Prefs now, that the Printer may 
have good Weather to print in, and that the 
Wortc may have Time to dry, after it is finifh- 
cd, before the Books are bound. But as it 
H 4 happens. 
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liappens, I cannot begin till the latter End of 
this Mooth^ as the Printer is not at Leifure; 
however, I have put my Plates in Hand, and 
they are going on as fail as poffible, I never 
received Mr. Al cock's Drawings; fo I have 
got two others executed, of fomewhat a dif- 
ferent Defign. I will not put the Effay in 
Hand till the laft, which may, perhaps, be 
about Julyj as I fhall be very defirous of its 
having the Advantage of your Correftions. But 
am I not to hope for a new' Fable or two 
from you? You fee how I dwindle in my 
Expcftations: but pray don't let me be quite 
difappointed. I propofe, if poflible, to finifh 
the Printing of my Fables before I fet out on 
my* northern Expedition. Mn M — ^ and his 
Lady, will be at Nottingham about the latter 
End of Auguft ; they have wilKed I would 
meet them there, and in their Return to Town, 
bring them round .by the Lea/owes. Mr. Burke*- 
has alfo a ftrong Inclination to meet us there ; 
fo that poffibly we may be happy enough to 
fpend a Day with you ; another muft be Ipent 
at Lord Lyttelton's, (as they are both ac- 

* h\xXliOT oi the Sublime and Bcaufifith 

quainted 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



SELECT LETTERS. 105 

tqualnted with him) and a third at Birmingbam. 
I (hall hate the Name of D — as long as I live: 
he is crooked in all his Ways ; but the DevU 
will kt ftrait with him one Day or other. I 
have not feen a Page of Mr. Piacy^s Novd^ 
and therefore cannot at all explain it to you ; 
l3ut I fuppofe he makes no Secret of it. I 
wiih Mr. Graves would finiih his.--*-And will 
you really confent to an Exchange of Pi6hires i 
Upon my Word, you make iiut a forry Bar* 
^ia for yourfelf : however, to give you a$ 
little Reafon as may be to regret your Com^ 
.pliance, I will fit to one of our bcft Artifts; 
and to fupply the Want of Merit in the Ori- 
ginal, will endeavour to give as much , as I 
can to the Copy. If you have any Thing to 
fuggeft on this Subjed, (as you fecm to hint) 
you will be fo good as to let me have a Line, 
becaufe, as foon as I am able to get abroad, 
which I hope will be in a few Days, I in- 
tend to confult with Reynolds* about it. Ay, 
I forgot to tell you, that I have been con- 
fined this Month with the Gout ; every Man 
has his D — n ; that is mine. I am glad your 

* The prefent Sir Joshua Reynplds. , 

Likeneis 
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Likends is a ftrong one; and I think the 
Attitude, you are drawn in, is a good one; 
pray, is that the Pifture you intend for me? 
The Writer of Triftram Shandy is a Mr. Sterke, 
one of the Prebendaries of Tork. As to Mr. 
Baskerville's Bible^ he will eafily be difluaded 
from the marginal Ornaments j but the Tide- 
Page is a Favourite, and for my Part, I have 
not much Objedion to it. Mr. Webb's Book, 
on Painting and Painters ^ is reckoned ingenious, 
and if you like the Subjeft, will be worth 
your PerulaL Antient and Modern Rmne^ I al(b 
think a good Poem. My Compliments to Mr^ 
Hylton, and all Friends, 

I am ever, 

Dear Sir, 

moft faithfully your^, 

R. DODSLEY. 



LET. 
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LETTER XXXIIL 
Mr. DoDSLEv to W. Shenstonu, Efq, 

Dear Mr. Shenstone, June 17. 

I WAS yefterday fearching for Figures for 
your two Niches — 1 have found thrcie Psur, 
the Figures good, that will do as to. Size, viz. 
the Antinous I mentioned, and the Apollo 
with his Arm over his Head •, a Flora and a 
Ceres ; and a Homer and Virgil. The 
Antinous and Apollo are two Feet high. 
Flora and Ceres twenty-three Inches, and 
Homer and Virgil twenty-one, Thefe laft 
are each of them leaning upon a Pedcftal -, on 
one of which, in Bajfo Relievo^ is 5V^ in 
,Fkmes; on the other, Romulus and Remus 
fucking a Wolf. Thefe are both pretty Fi- 
gures i and don't you think them better Oi:- 
•naments for a Library, and more fuitable Com- 
panions for Sappho, than either of the others ? 
A. Line by the Return of the Poflr, will juft 
give me Time to get which of them you choofc 

finilhed, 
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finilhed, and fent to you^ before I fet off fat 
Nottingbamj for I find I muft go thidier be^ 
fore I come to the Leafowes ; but I Ihall ftajr 
only a few Days. I had a Letter from my 
Friend Mr. M — ^ by the kft Poft^ who is 
at NoUinghamj and I find him wavering in his 
Resolutions, about coming by the Leafowes. I 
am glad you like my Defign for the Pifture : 
and how agreeably you have contrived to flat- 
ter me about it ! But fay what you w31, I 
ihall have a Pifture of Mr. Shenstone ; you 
will have one only of Dodslet ; and a Shen* 
STONE by Alcock, will certdnly be more 
valuable than a Dodsley even by Retnolds. 
I read to him that Part of your Letter iriiich 
related to him ; he defires his Compliments, 
9nd would be glad, if you came to Town, 
that you late to him. I hope I ihall be abk 
to fend the PiAure to you, before I iet out 
on my Journey ; but it is not yet finiibed« 

I am, 

afieftionately yours, 

R. Dodslet. 

LET. 
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LETTER XXXIV- 
Mr, DoDSLEY to W. Shbnstone, Efcjt 

Dear Mr. Shenbtone, June 24. 

HOW much am I obliged to you. for thf 
Pains you have taken in tranflating L4 
Mqtt^'s Pifcourfe on Fable ! and though I 
fancy you will 6nd, upon cotnparlng the two^ 
that I have made a good Deal of Ufe of it^ 
I ihall be very glad to have more of it in- 
terwoven, if you ihall think I have not fuffi- 
ciently extraded die Efiencc of it. I muft 
muft own, my Pride (or call.it, my Folly, if 
you pleafe) would rather choofe to prefix fome- 
what of my own on that Subjeft^ than fervilely 
adopt the Thoughts of a Frenchman^ though 
I acknowledge them to be very ingenious. Be- 
fides, I have had the Hardinefs to differ with 
him in fome RefpeAs, which makes it ftill*^ 
inore improper to take his whole Difcourie. 
Proceed, therefore, if you pleafe, in correfting 
jpy Effayj and interweave with it as much 
4 more 
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more of La Motte as you may think pr<v 
per. If you defer this till I come down^ 
which I wifli you would not, pray in the mean 
Time thihk* of half a Dozen new Fables, that 
we may not have too much to embarrafs us 
wheh together. My Face is quite finiflied, and 
I believe very like, I fancy I fhall fend it, 
together with the Figures, on Monday Se'en- 
night 5 but I fhall not be able to fct out myfelf 
till Monday Fortnight, and ftaying a Week or 
ten Days - at Notiingbam and Mansfitld^ will 
detain me from the Leafowes till the latter 
-End of next Month. If the Pifture fhould 
-be turned yellowilh, by being packed up, Mr. 
Reynolds advifes, that it be fet in the Sun 
for two Hours, which will quite recover it. 
Why did you leave the Choice of your two 
Figures to me ? How could you put me un* 
der fuch a Difficulty ? If I have done wrong, 
70U will fufFer for it ; and fay what you will, 
I have not fufficient Firmncfs of Tafte to di- 
^Tcft me right; befides, I do not exaftly re- 
member the Niches : it is therefore your Fault 
to truft me -, and if I have erred, your Duty 
to forgive me. I have ordered the Homer and 
ViR€iL to be bronzed : they are very pretty 

Figures j 
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Figures J and if-ydli have, as you fay, no 
other Objcftion to them, but the Want of two 
or three Inches more of Height, I hope fomc 
Means may be found to obviate fo fmall a 
Deficiency. I fhould not, however, have ven* 
tured to fend them, but that you feemed, at 
laft, to acquicfce in their being fent I think, 
h6wever, I have been fomewhat happy in my 
Urns ; and I am not without Hopes, that you 
will approve the whole Cargo« The Folio- 
ViRGiL will come in the fame trackage. I 
feel myfelf very happy in the Thoughts of 
feeing you foon, and will haften^ the Day as 
much aS is in my Power. I hope Mr. Bas- 
iC£RviLLE will be quite ready for me; I fhall 
fend him the Paper in a Fortnight. , J am 

faithfully yours, . 

R. DODSLEY. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXV. 
Mr. DoosLEY to W. Si1enstone> Efq. 

Dear Sir, June 25. 

yOUR Pifturc really affords me many pica* 
fing Refle<%k>n3, and I have ordered the 
Frame to be fuU gUt> wbilft I am out of 
Town, that it may not give you any unplca- 
fing ones. I am going tq Derby and Not^ 
tingham for three Weeks, or a Month : I can't 
ftay longer^ a^ I muft attertd to the Prefs, 
bnving put my Fables in Hand for a new 
Edition, I have laft Monday fent you Percy's 
Novel; I fcnt it unbound, as we had not 
Time to bind it : it will not be publiftied till 
the .Beginning of next Winter. I have fent 
you the Fables^ bound in Morocco^ and the com- 
mon Edition in Boards, for your future Cor- 
reftions : but I would not have you begin till 
you fee the next Edition, as I hope you wiU 
find it altered fomewhat for the better ; I will 
fend you one of them as foonas it is printed. 

You 
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You will find, likewife, in the Parcel, Soame 
Jennyns's Works, and a Pamphlet or two; 
alfo the Fables, with your Drawings in them, 
many of which I like extremelyj^ that at the 
Head of the lecond I approve the lead : 
but thofe tha( are placed in the Life, I think 
fliould be transferred to the Head and Tail- 
Pieces of the Fables — but there will be Time 
ciynigh to talk of this hereafter. As to Ita- 
lics, I believe I (h^l fleer a middle Courfe^ 
and make Ufe only of a few. I fend you a 
Lift of fame &atues, about the fame Size with 
that Pair you have; 

DSN0STHIN£8 LoCKZ CHAUCfiK ShAKESPEAEE 

and ' and and and 

Cicero, Newton, Spencer, Milton. 

When you have fixed upon which Pair you 
will have, you will let me know whether you 
will have them white or bronzed, and what 
Kind of a Bronze. 

I really don*t- know how to appeafc Mr. 
W—- . I told him, I was very forry I had 
pretended to meddle with his Ode, and begged 

Vol. II. I his 
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his Pardon. He is ftill unappcafcd, writes mc 
another angry Letter, and dcfires me to give 
him my Rcafons for every Alteration; this it 
is impoffible for me to do, as I have forgot 
how it originally was; and I really think it 
of very little Confecjuencc, as no Name ap- 
pears to it* 

Mr. Stuart is juft now with me, and dc^ 
fires his ' Compliments. He thinks of fedng 
your Place the latt^ End of the Summer, 
and believes the Attorney-General, Mr. Pratt, 
will be with him. I have juft. been ftruck 
with the bad News, that Mr. — has loft 
his Wife. You will perceive I write in 9, 
Jlurrvj Mr. Stuart fits hy me. 

I ani 

ever affcftionately yours, 
R, DoDSLEy, 



t E T^ 
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LETTER XXXtl. 

W. Shenstone, Efq. to Mr. Hull, 
at Bitmin^hdm. 

I DESIRE my Compliments to Mr. HuLt 
and Mifs Morrison^ with many Thanks 
for the Plcafure I received from laft Night's 
Play.* It was, indeed, adted with great Spirit,' 
and as far as I could judge, afforded the Au- 
dience no fmall Satisfadion— not, perhaps, equal 
to what they derived from the Appearance of 
the Dun Cow, ^sfr.f for that is hardly to be 
cxpefted. 

I think the Play has now fo much good in 
it, that it may be worth Mr. Hull's' while 

* A hafty and imperfect Compilation of fomc Scenes, 
on the Subje6t of Rosamond, which, however, laid the 
Ground-Work of the prefent Tragedy, afted at Covent- 
Garden Theatre. The Public may eafily difcem how fully 
the Author has availed himfelf of the kind and judicious 
Hints contained in the Letter before us, 

f Introduced in a Pantomime performed the fame Evien- 
ing. 

I 2 to 
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to give it a few inore finifhiog Touches* Sup- 
pofe a Confeilbr or Friar, either out of Ha- 
tred to the .Queen, view, to his own Advance- 
inent, or any fclji/b Motive (which he mig^t 
explaiQ in a (hort Soliloquy) perfuaded Rosa- 
MoiiD to afpire to the Throne, and to mge 
the King to a Divorce \ that Rosamond Ihoukl 
avow her Abhorrence of fixrh Ix^uftioe to the 
Queen, intimating, that her Love had no ocfacr 
Objefl: than the King's Perfon and heroic Vir- 
tues ; that this Refufal fhould a£ont die Friar, 
who in Revenge ihould inform the Queen, that 
Rosamond adually bad thofe very Intentions 
with which he had been endeavouring to in- 
fpire her, (^c. This would throw more Plot 
into the Play, (which it wants) would more 
fufficiently account , for the Queen's fudden 
Change, from a mild Charafter to a revenge* 
ful one, and, as Mr. Hull thinks the Play 
too fhcrt, would add two new Scenes. Some 
further Improvements I would recommend in the 
Clofe, and a few more Places ; but Mr. Hull's 
further AtUnikn to the Play, wiil render it need- 
kfe to point them out co him. 

If you fhould ever complete this Undertak- 
ing to ycur Liking, 2nd produce the Piece 

on 
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(bh a London-Stage^ I would recommend^ that 
you flxould by all Means give it a double 
Title ifl the* printed Bitfs-; namely, Hen^y tic 
Second^ or tH Full of Rosamonj>. . , 

} Atould cfts^em it asr a Favour^ if Mr« HifLL 
t/oidd <cmj ipc down a Copy of the Prologue 
and EpUogvic a$ they were fpokenj which I 
wtlV lice eMunuinsaftfe -mthoEat h'la Fernilffion. 
Either his or Mifs Morrison's Mufe fectns to 
favour them at a Mjunutc's Warning. - 

Mn HoDOETTs^ with whom I am at pre- 
fentj would be glad that Mn Hull would 
dine hefejr ajbout two,-, . and fo (hoi^d I, if it 
be no way inconvenient to him* 

I had almoft forgOt to thank you for the 
Stanzas you left at the Leafowes^ when I was 
on a Vifit to flagtey. They are .well coiv 
ftrudled fox the Occafion, and the Idea feems 
to arife froip humane Senfibility, warmed with 
honeftlndignation. 

I am very affeftionately yours, 

W. Shenstone* 

ft ' 

Snm-Hflit Birmnj^anty jiug. 29, ^761. 

I J The 
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(Alluded to in the foregoing Letter) 

Written underneath the Monument on Landfdo'Uim^ near 

, Batb^ vfhicXi was ercdied by the late Lord LANDSDowy^ 

to perpetuate the noble Exploits and I)eath of his 

Grandfather, Sir Beville Granville, who was (lain 

. on; the. . Spot, in the'chril iWacSy m.tbe {Leign of 

Charles L - •...:.. 

Di^num laude virum 

Mufa vetat mori. Hon. 



"AH! What avaiPd the ftately Pile, 
jTjL The Bafe fo eminently plac'd, * 
If naw a Pr^y tp conquVing^Timc,^ 
Or bai;b'rous Hands, it fhqws diefac'd ! 

In vain tijie poHfh'd Lansdowne raised. 
And grac'd the monumental Stone, 

If what the Mufe recorded there ' " ' • ' 
To future Time fliall be unknown; 

THe- fculptur*d Heraldry deftroy'd, 
Thaffpoke his noble Anceftryj 



The 
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iThe Vcrfe efFac'd, that aimM to give 
The Soldier Immortalityi* 

And fcarce one Trophy now remains 
The great Memoriai. to fuppljr, 

To grace with decent Pride the Sod 
Where Granville's hallow'd Aflies He. 

And doth no living Granville now 
His Blood from Bevil's Veins derive. 

Who wiil .this injured B^fc repair. 
And hid thp Mufe'js Record live? 

Come therf, (In Bravery allied, 

Tho? hot in Blood) ye' Sons of -Fame ; 
Ye,^ who in Feats bf ^rms; have fhone. 

And thence i:cvere a Soldier's. Name j 

And ye^ bright Sons of genuine Tafte, 
Who honour Lansdown's polifti'd Song^ 

In facred Syrppathy unite. 
And ippnd this ruin'd Trophy throng j 

* Alluding to two poetical Infcriptions ; the one by 
William Cartwright, the other by ^L\rtin Llewel- 
tijf, in the Year 1643. 

I 4 Hade, 
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Hafte, hafte^ the Strufturc to repwr, 
Haftc, the Eulogium to fupplyj 

Oh ! ai yc wifh your Names fhould five. 
And your good Deeds (hould never die. 



LETTER XXXVII. 

yf. Shekst6it«, Eiq. to Mr. Hull, 
zx. Covent4iar4en Theatre, Lenion. 

The Leafowes^ 
Dear Mr. Hull, Oil. i8, 1761. 

IF I recoHeft aright, both you and Ned 
Alcock were here this faft Aututmi, on 
the Evening when my Fifh-Ponds had been 
robbed, and the Fifh deftroyed. You were 
an Eye-Witnefs of the Circumftanccs, there* 
fore cannot but retain them in your Memo- 
ry. I find I have been arraigned of Leniijj 
by feveral confcientioufly-upright Neighbours. 
'** / have fcreened a Robber from Jufiice \^ — *' / 
*' have given Encouragement to future ^keftSj* 
0?f. Such are the Afperfions wherewith I have 

been 
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been loaded. I make i flhateiial DflKnftbn 
between a RMir and a Piiftrer\ nor can t 
aflign the former Appdhlkm to a poor Wretch, 
who, in his Hunger, has taktin two or three 
RJhes^ or as rnany iMoes. It i» true, I wotM 
rather have given more than the Valu^ of them, 
to have prevented my finwf Frietids bring di*- 
fturbed in, or taken away, from thdr clefncn* 
tal Habitation % it ia aUb as true, diat, in mf 
firft Warmth, on the Report that the Fellow 
had bruiied the ^ocfi Creatures to Death againft 
the Stamps and Roots of Trees, I could tioc 
only have delivered him over to Juftice, but 
have been abnoft induced td become myfelf h«i 
Punilher ; but when that Warmth fubmitted 
to cod Rcfleftion, //i// it mpoffihk to re^ 
his Aigoment, of having a Wi& with five . 
Children at Home, and not a Doit to procure 
them a Meal, I verily believe too he fpokc 
the Truth. Poverty and Afflidion fecmed to 
wc»:k and pWd within him, and his Words 
were the Words of Nature. 

I cannot be fo fevere agairift thefe petty 
Mifdemeanours as many are ; nor can I, though 
I revere the .Call of Juftice, be a rigorous 

Sup- 
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Importer of its. Clauns, es^cept in atrockHit^ 
Cafes. Befide^ xvs^faat Ivid. it.^vailed me, to'have 
configned the Offender to the Power of a Ma- 
gUlrate ? Rather fay, what Pain and Inconve-* 
iiience (hould t not have entailed on myklfl. 
I ihoul4 have bad the Trouble <^ attendihgt 
the Examination -^ have had the Fellow impri-^ 
foned many Days.; and. th& additional Moitifi-( 
cation of trayellwig, perhaps:: to IVarvHck^ or 
Wcrctfier^ in order to convift him. And after 
iiS^ no Reftitution is made for my Lofs, thougb 
it were ten Times more valuable than a whole 
J>rmght of Fijbes*. There is furely fomtthing 
deficient in our Laws, concerning the JX^um 
fef Tuum\ the Perfon robbed not only abides 
the Lofs without Amends, but is even put ta 
Expence^ as well as Inconvenience, to get the 
Robber punifhed. 

Then again, the Wife and five Children! 
-—The poor Fellow fubfifts, chief Part of the 
Year, only by carrying News-Papers round the 
Country. Had He been Ihut up, what was to 
have fupported the ragged Family meafiwhiJe ? 
I am befide inclined to think, that half a 
Crown, and a little wholefome Admonition, 

that 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



SELECT LETTERS, iij- 

that is, if he be rtot a praftifcd and ftubbora\ 
Qflfendef, m^ght go as far towards amending: 
his Morals, as an Acquaint^ce with the. Inf*. 
fide of a-Prifon, and the Convcriation of fuch 
Ailbciates as he might find there* ' 

I have fuffered myfelf Ibmetimes.. to doubt 
the Excellence of our Laws, relative to Life 
and Death, notwithftanding I know: ft iias'been 
a,ffe;?ted .by maiy. People,, that they are wifcr. 
Aan thof^ of ,«5y:;Q£hcr .Nation, What then?. 
Is. thp.Man who -takes a ftw Guineas frcnn. 
you on theHighwa^: on a Levril with him! 
who commits a jJefiberate Murder?. And is' 
tjiore no Punifhment^ to be foondrmone ,adc^; 
quate to the firft Tranfgreffion, .than: taking 
^way the Life ? Surely, one Example made by 
^ vifible Braflad, a Msirk of Difgf«ace, which 
c6uld never fee wailied away, ^would more avarl^ 
towards the Prevtotiori ^f future Crimes, than 
half the Executions ia the Kingdom,' which 
have now, from two great Frequency, loft the 
chief P^rt of their Purpofe and Terror, Thc^ 
Punifhment which was inflifted by a Regent 
in fome.Part of the Eaft, (I think the Circum- 
ftancc is related in the Arahim Nights Enter • 

tain-- 
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tmmnents) on a Judge \f hd had becin induced^ 
bjr Gold, to ^i?e an unjufb Decifion, ia admi^ 
rable. The Brand, placed^ on hU Habitadon, 
id legible Charadters, ^ l&r^ iiw/ i^ c^rupi 
*^ Judge^^^ Was, in the higheft De^ee, confcK 
nant to Juftice, inafmuch as it made the Crime 
id own Puniftunont. 

I haire .been led juito : theie Reflcftions bf 
finding bow feverdy IJiate.been arraigned, 
oniy for having, been ati inno^m TitfrmiJkf cf 
tie Law : fo hsLVt troubled you with them ; bim 
here I come to a Conchifion, You are at; 
Liberty to draw what XoierenceB yoa pleafe 
from, or make what Gbjedions you like to^ 
my Opinbn. 

I am now to thank yOiu for the Anecdotes 
you. have giv«t. me, a* well as for the Ptfni*. 
fal of the enclofed Ballad. I am pamc\HarJy 
pleafed vith the linage. 

Appear they not as drizling Dews 
FrefliVing fomc faded Flower?" 

J ain, dear Sir, very faithfully, 

Your Friend and Servant,- 
W. Shenstone. 

THE 
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TfHE BITTER FRUITES OF, 



J E A L O U S I E: 



A BALLADE, 



IN THE AUNTIENT STYLE, 



•• /^OE, (hutte the Doore, my Edwardi 

VJT deere, 

*' Shutte clofe the Dcx)re, I praye; 
*♦ Lette nae kecne Searchc my Treadingc trace, 
" Ne liftcnc what I faie; 

^' Lette nane my fubtle Entraunce knowc, 

'" My troubkd Motion ipie, 
^ Ne fmalleft Sunne-Beame penetrate 
^' The Tell-Tale of mine Eye/* 

' So 
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So AirLEYNE Ipakc, as Guilt-beftain*d 

Some Nooke he did explore. 
When Iqftinae leddc his pathkfie FooCe 

To £dward£'s frieddlie Doore. 

^Twcen horrid Dicede, and confcious Sfaam^ 

Fu' mightie was the Strife, 
While from his now-enfeebled Hands 

Downe dropped a reeking^ Knife. 

^What means that Steele ? What means that Glow, 

Wherewith thy Vifigc bumes? 
Now ghaftlie Pale, alack, fuccecds9 

And now the. Redde retumes. 

^ Saye, will yee pli^te your Proraife dccre» 
*' And willc yee plighte your Fay^ 

" That what I now entrufte to yee 
** Your Tongue (hall ne'er bctraye?'* 

Yea, I willc plighte my Promife dcere. 

And I will plight my Faye, 
That what yee (hall entrufte to mce 

My TQnguc ihall ne'er betraye* 

Ah! 
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«* Ah! "was Ihee not the faircft Fairc, ' 
*' More dcerc than Life to mee? 

** Yet ne'er fhalle I againc beholde 
" My Lucie fwcete to fee." 

Yea, Ihc was faircft of the Fairc, 

Deere as thy Life to thee— 
And haft thou fcath'd with deadlie Stroke 

Thy LuciE fwecte to fee? 

♦^ Wae worthe the Daye ! — That verie Wreathei 

*' Which with a lovinge Vowc 
*' This Mome I gave her, I behelde, 

*' Ere Noone, on Edwin's Brow. 

*' When « fliee tooke it. fwcete ihc fihil'd, 

" Yet could fhee from it parte ? 
' ^* Sae prou^ie, methought, hce taunted mee, 
. " Fu* dcepc it.irk'd my Hearte. 

" Ajjd irk'd be ftille this cruel Hearte!— . 

" Oh ! had yee feene the Wounde^ 
^ And jljad yee feene the ftreaminge Blude^. 

^^ How faftc it ftain'd the Grpunde! 

fl And 
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^ And bad yoe feene her 0ckningp £ye^ 
** How fore it foujghte RcUcfc! 

^ And had yee (eene her Bodie link^ 
* You woulde have dyed for Gricfe! 

« And irk'd be ftiUe ihb crud Hearty 

" When as /hoe th?r€ did lye, 
^ That couide not with my Lucie dccrc 

^ A Moment ftaye^ and dye !" 

Ati.EVK£, my Friend, ycc grieve my Soule, 
Your Flighte, I ween^ was juft. 

Sine ihee is gone, th^ t faireft Faire^ 
And funken into J).\A^ 

But who abi^ yon Cyprcflc-Patfac 

Is ledde fac heavilie? 
Ah! mce! my Alleyne dccre, it is--^ 

How fadde fhee eycth thee! 

And, ah! how fadde yon Vir^ns looke» 

Who Icade her to my Boure.? 
Appear they not as dri^nge Dewes, 

Frefiminge ibm^ faded Floure ? 

A With 
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^jth fuch a Looke as Mothers aft 

Rebuke a darlinge Childe^ 
Sac eyed fliee her AlIeyne deere, 

Sae ruthe, iae fweete, fae niilde ! 

* I marvcUe pot/ fhee faintlie cried, 

* Yec feeme a Mahne of Stone !— * 
^ The Welle of Life is nae yet drie, 

* My Dales arc nae yet done, 

* Sette, fcttc your troubled Mind? a; Eafc^ 

* My Hearte yee didde n^e touche; 

^ Yee ilrooke too fliorte to reache my Life^. 

* Whereat I gladdcne muche: c 

' Could yee, fuch Vowes as 1 have VowM| 

* Deeme I coulde faithleffc becf?*^-^ 

* The Bioflbmc to the Breathe of Springe 

* Was fcant fee true as mee. 

* That Wreathe, whicli yee this Mof ne did letf 

* Sae trimmb on Edwyn's Browc^ 

* Edwyn'S ain fpitefu* Hande had wrough^ 

* And Edwin weares it nowe* 

V0J..M. K ?Whei^ 
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^ When Love yee breathe, yee fickle MeliMf 
' Been fmoothe ^s Summer-Wave; 

* But when with Jealoufie yee fwelle^ 

' As Winter-Storme yee rave. 

* RaflieManne! ah! how by Jealoufie 

* Have yee youf Fortunes crofte! 
^ As true a Maide as ever lov'd 

* Yee have £01* ever lofte* 

*^To hie to this your Friend's Abode, 
' Here breathd my Prayfes for yee^ 

** For Life, for liealthe, for Eafe of Mifide, 
' Was a* was left for met/ 

Can yee not pardon the high faults 
Which Lovt didd^ gar mee doc? 

* Yes, I carine pardon a' the Faulre, 

' And ftillc to Love be* true/ ' * ' 

And Jhalle the Bridal-Knotte be tyedy ' 

And Jhalle wee happie bet ? 
i The Bridal-Knotte canne ne'ei" be tyed, 

* Nc cannc I ftaye with thee; 

« For 
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^ For I to Christe a Vowe have made^ 

* And kepte that Vowe fhalle bee, 

^ That Mahne nale mair ftialle vexe my Hcartej 

* Nae niair ihallc trouble mce* 

^ That ftraice I will* myfel betake 

* Unto a Nunnerie, 

* In Faftc and Prayre to ende my Dayes^ 

^ And kei^te {hat Vbwe flialle bee; 

* Gd yee, and feekb a fairef Brides 

* And live in Pleafaunce gaye; 

» While to the Holife of Godlincffe 
^ I take myfel awaye;* ^ 

Tfaye^ dde /lae wende yee quili a.'doayi^ 

Lifte^ liftey my pierdnge Ca* ! 
Returne ! and fir youre broken Vowe^ 

On mee the Paine he a^ I 

" She's ganeJ^'-^Ht heav'd adeej^e-drawneSighe^ 

As braft his Hearte in twaine^ 
Sine to the Ground faft-falled he, 

And never rofe againe. 

THE ENftfii 

K 2 L E T| 
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LETTER XXXVItt 

W. Shen^tone, Efq. to Mr. Hull^ 

The Leafowes^ 
Dear yit. Hull, Nov. 26 j 1761., 

I ESTEEM myfclf beholden to you, fof 
having made me acquainted with the Rea-^ 
lity of the two Writers, Dr. Lancaster and 
Henry. I have admired them both ip their 
Pages, but knew only their Names* In faft^ 
when I firft read the Ejay on BsUcacyi I ima- 
gined the Name of LANtASTER to be fifti- 
tious, and that the Wotk might be the Pro- 
duftion of the Atrthor of Sir "Thomas Fit%- 
OJhornes LetUrs. Th^re is great Spirit, fine 
Sentiment, and true .Elegance of Style through- 
out-, and my Friend Dodsley's preferving ic 
in his Fuguivi J^eces. is truly mtericorious. It 
well deferves .to be refcucd from Oblivion. 
But what a Pity, that your Uncle does not make, 
a more frequent Ufe of his Pen ! the World 
docs not abound too much in fuch Writers. 



I 

\ 
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How much likewife is it to be lamented, that 
n Man of fuch Abilities fhould lie conceale4 
in an obfcpre Part of Effex ! He fhould have 
Xtmained in the Wcrld--r*that is, I me^n, for 
• the Sake oiF the World 5 to his own Happi- 
nefs, probably, Retirement was moft condur 
civc. It is nioft certain, that no Men arc 
^t for Solitude, but fhofe whg find the Source 
of Amufement and Employment in themfel\^es. 
Fancy, Reflection, and a Love of Reading, 
^re indifpenfably neceflfary for fuch a Situation. 
It is downright Lunacy for a Man whp fias puf- 
fed his Life in a Comptihg-Houfe, or a Shop ; 
who poffefles, pofTibly, but a moderate Share of 
jiatural Uriderftanding, thaf tjrjderftanding top 
tiot cultivated bv Education, and whp has ne- 
ver known wh^t it is was to look into a Book 
r^It is, I repeat, downright Lunacy, for fuch 
a Man tq; think of retiring. Ife knows not, 
fhe Fatigue he is going to encounter: he wilj 
want Employment for his Hours ; moft pro- 
bably, may fhortpn his Exiftence, and while 
he retains it, it will be one continued State of 
Apathy, if not Diibrder, 

K a HenRV 
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Hekrv, you fay, is ^ Mr. Griffith, of 
the CovJOty pf Kilkent^ in Ireland. A Friend 
brppght ine over the Letters of Henry ^nd 
pRAN9£s, when they were firft publiftiedjn 
I)uhlini they are rpoft admirably clever and 
comprehepfive ; I have enjoyed and re-epjoyed 
them J and while I have admired the Wri- 
tings, have loved the Writpp, |n the private 
Charafter you have ^iven me of this amiable 
Paifj^ I feel as if I were acquainted with 
them. Before the Information received from 
you, I have fometimes fpffered ipyfelf to 
think, and even communicated to an intin^atc 
Friend or two, that there was a Similitude of 
Pifpofition between Henry and myfclf j but 
when I look on your Defcrijition of him, I 
entertain much Doubt. In the aftive Parts 
of his philofophy, his Perfeverance, and Re- 
foljgtion, \ fear I am far behind him. He is 
a Man qu.^ified for any State or §ituaticn ; 
Bufinefc or Amufement, Solitude pr a Crowd. 
?— And you have fpent Months with him at 
fCilkfnny I -r^l give you Joy of fuch an Hap-^ 
ninefst' 
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Again I thank you for the Enclofures you 
lare ever aiid anon fending, and am. 

Dear Mr, Hull, 

yours, very affeftionatcly, 

* W. Shenstone-. 



»rr 



L E T T E J^ 3CXXIX. 

W. Shenstone, Eftj. to Mr. Hull, 
' at Coi^fnt'Gardfn Theatre. 

-Sir, 

I AM greatly obliged both to yovj and Mifs 
Morrison, for the Ballads you were fo 
good as to inclofe to me, The Speed you 
have ufed in fending them, teftifies the Rea- 
lity of that Delight you fecmcd to exprefsat 
the Lea/owes^ when I firft communicated my, 
friend Dr. Percy's Defign. I fenc them di- 
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redly to him ; he has begun to print off )uf 
venerable, Coljeaion,* with aa Eye to the 
Publication of it fomctiaie next Winter. One 
pf your Ballads is truly bcautily and extreme- 
ly proper for his Purpofc. It has that Nai- 
veii^ which is fo very effential in Ballads of 
all Kind; and which requires no more than^ 
that Jiill:i:.{^ or elegant^ or tender Sentiments be 
expreflfcd in a fimpk and unaffefted Manner — 
Sentimental Language would be no ill Term 
for it; or, perhaps, the Effay before Dodsley's 
Fahks does not improperly ftllc it, the Voicf 
of Sentiment, in Oppofition p.thd Ijmguag^ 
pf Reflection, 

As to the olber^ Mifs M well di-r 

ftinguifbes, that the Merit of it is almoit 
wholly confined to the Sentiment at laft. This 
is both natural and teiider ; and would Jhe take 
the Pains to new-write the whole on this Ac- 
count, (for even this Sentiment is not exprejfe4 
fo very (imply as one could wifli it) I dare 
fay it is in her Power to render it very plea- 

♦ AntUnt Poetry^ now publiflicd in three Volunscs ; the 
fimverial £iiimatioa and Encouragemeat of which VVork, 

fufficieotly tdUfi^s its Excellence. 

f K J fing 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



jTing, I knovT not how far I sjxi .Jmgalat^ \ but 
as I love to avail, nlyfelf <&f cfiflferent Woordi^ 
to bundle up Ideas in different Parcels, it is 
Isecbme habituai €0 me, to call /iki»/ i BMai 
^hicli deicribes or implies faine AMm \ oft 
)thc other Hand, I term that a Song^ which 
; contains only an Expt^flSon of SeniimefU. Ac- 
cording to this Accouot, I believe one of your 
iPieces Would appear a BaU<^dy and the bthef 



The Play-Hotife Coponationa ^nlwer the Puir» 
•pofe of all thofe who cljufe tc^- compound the 
'Matter betwixt Inddknct and Curiojiiy. Mf. 
Oarrjck has given a very genteei Tufn to 
this Tafte among the Citizens, in his Epilogue 
to the new Play.* I have not y€t feen this 
^Performance ; and Ihould be glad if you wouldi 
give me fome Account of its Appearance oA 
*he Stage, Why does not your Dn Lancas- 
ter t compleat his EJfay upon delicacy P I read 
|t, fince I wrQtc laft, in Podslev's ]Fugitiv^ 

f Epilogue to the Tragedy of Hccuia^ produccjd thai 
year at Druty-Lane fheatrp* 

f The Editor's y^cle. 
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Pieces^ and think it mighty well dderves thft 
Labour neceflary to its Continuation. 

*Tis true, that Specimens of Wit or Huf 
niour have been difpcnfcd this Winter but fpa*- 
ringly from the Prefe; and even, there in pth 
Hiigal Pamphlets, where I am leaft inclined 
to feek them. But we.muft fwim. with the 
Tide, if we would coUeft the Shells and Cor 
rals that it leaves behind ; accordingly I have 
rc2^d two or three of thefe Pamphlets which 
hav^ snfwpted my Expeftations* Should any 
pthet appear that ilriHe? you, be fp good as 
to enqlofe it to me in a FF^rjk, As ;o L^ 
vinia^ or othqr dramatic Schemes, I myft do- 
fer them till J fee you again at the h^afowix^ 
which whenever it happens, ^ill afford me 
Pleafure, being very faithfyljy and ^ffeftich 
nately 

ypur moft obedient Servan^ 

W. Shen5tqji«i 
Chriftm^-Eve^ 1 761. 



B AU 
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Kefentd to in the above Letter. "] 

,^HE Bells thqr rang all in the Mom, 

And Al;.en hjf rofe full foon, 
^ Sad Tydings were hejtfd for AttEur to hcaf| 

That Marv would 5yc4 ?cre Noon* 

The^ AtLEN he called on ^HOMAs^i^ Nam^ 
And Thomas came at his calU 

5* Make ready a Coffin and winding Shroud|^ 
*• For Marv Ihgll fee nojr Falle 

?• When laft we parked v^rith brimful Ey^ 

" Right-loving ftic m^^ a Vow; 
^,^ But Richard has twice as m^y Sbeep^ 
And Mary forgets mc np^jr, 



^< 



f^ Then bear me to the Grccn-Grafs-Bank|j 
" Where we did kife and play, 

f^ And tell he^ the Rain that n^ade it fo greeng; 
ff Has wafh'd my Kiflcs away**^ 

the 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



%4Q $EJ.Eet LETTERa 

The Bridegroom 1^ the Bride fo fur. 

The Prieft he <:ame anon ; 
But Thomas he brought his dear Friend'^ Corfcu 

Or 'ere il£ Wedding was done* 

He laid him on the Green-Grafs-ftuik, 

Where they did kifs and pbf. 
And told her, the Rain that ma4p it fo ffecn^ 

Had wafli'd his K^ifles ^way« 

?WheiT file lieheM pocrtr AtLEH^ dead Corl^ 

Her maiden Blufh was loft. 
She faded, as tho* on April Morn 

A Primrofe nrpt; by afrpft. 

Then afl beneath one fatal Stone 

TogeAer they buried were, 
FaMc Maidens, who break your plighted Vow^ 

Take heed ye come not There ! 



^AL. 
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Referred to ia tbd f<^apUha l44te(fi», 

ONE Jpril Ev'ning, wbca the Sun 

Had joumey'd down th^ Sky, 
Sad Marian, with Loblisi of Woc,_ 

Walked forth full heftvily. 

Tears trickled dowi^ her &ded Chrtk^ 

Soft Sighs her JSofom hea^'d; 
Soft Sighs rcveard her iawtfd Wotj^ 

Alas! fhe'd been deceiv'd^ 

*' Oh ! what d Wretch am I bectomc^ 

" A lucklefe Lafe, (feid flie) 
" Th(i Co;HUlip^ and the Viokc Wue,. 

*' Have now no Charms for me. 

•* The ^ld«i Sun thpit daily Ikinea^ 
'' And glittering decfes the Sky, 

" Brings^ aq, I^ief to niy Difeefs^ 
" Or Plcafune to my Eye* 

t' This 
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<< This little River when I drefs'd 

" Has fervid me for a Glafej 
?* But now it only fhews how Lo^ 

^< Has ruJri'd this poor Ficci 

** What Charms could happy Lucy boaft^ 

•^ To fix thy wav'ring Mind ? 
5? What Charms in Lucy more than me^ 

♦* Ungrateful, couldft thou find? 

?* Hafl; thou forgot the tender Vows 
*« Which at my Feet were made? 

fVYet 1*11 not fpend my dying Hour 
^* Thy falfehood to upbraid, 

*VBut what remaining Breath I have 
** Shall intercede with Heaven; 

J* That all thofe broken Vows to tiiCi 
<* At laft may be forgiv'n. 

** Yet one poor Boon before I die, 
' ♦* I would of thee require ; 
•« And da not thou refufe to grant 
!! A Wretch's laft Defire! 

« When 
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*• When you with Lucy (hall affix 

" The happy Marriage-Day,. 
*^ Oh ! do not o*cr my Green-Grafs-Gravc 

♦• Inhuman take thy Way/* 



U ' . ' ■' . I 



L ]^ T T E R XL, 

W. $Hj:x§TONE, Efq, to Mii'^ M-^# 

The Leafowei^ 
Dear Mifs M — , Dec. 8, 1761. 

I OUGHT to have returned Thanks for your 
agreeable Account of the Excuriion to- 
ChepJloWy fome Time ago ; but thefe are Du- 
ties which 1 do not always perform fo foon as 
I ought — you know I don't — Neither will I 
wafte my Time and Paper in apologizing for 
^ Failing, which you. are fo ready to forgive, 

con- 
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convinced that I am not lefs gratefiil on ihat 
Account. 

I hare gtcat Joy in reading thcfe little 
pleafurable Travels, in a private Letter; related^ 
as yours are, without Formality, defcribin^ 
with Eafe and Simplicity, every little Occur- 
rence as it falls out. I ^an journey with you 
an TmaginaQon» and partake every Qivial £^- 
ficulty and every Delight, lou arc fond of 
;hcfe litdc Parties of Pkafure^ as they are called, 
and in you it is, by no Means, fcprotrable^ 
but in gqieral, they are very dangerous to 
young Folks. Tou have Means and Time, at 
your own Diipoial; your Party is finall and 
feleft, both in Point of Repuudon and Un- 
dcrftanding ; you likewife turn your Excur- 
fion to fome Advanta^ ; you make Obferva- 
tions on all you fee, form nice Diftindtion^ 
between difierent Places, Points^ and Charac 
ters, and draw juft Condulions from them-^ 
But, as I faid before, thefe Parties too ofica 
are hazardous ; the Mind once induced m 
them, is apt to covet them too often ; tbey 
are fomedmes the Means of drawing a Fcmak 
into in^noper Company ^ they encroach on 
2 Meant 
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Meaivs and Time, ntither.of which^ probably^ 
can with Propriety- ^ he ^ be (lowed ; thfeyrbavc 
their Source in Diflipation, are contmually atr 
tended with Hazard, and too often end in the 
Worft of Mifchiefs* .16 fliort, I would wifb 
all young Folks^ who have neither Leifurc 
nor Money at Command^ to fhut their Ears 
againft the very Jsame of a Party $f Plea/ur^. 

More than once in my Life^ I have been fo- 
licited by Friends to vifit foreign Climes. 1 
had an Invitation of this Kind lately -, but it 
is now too late ; at leafl:, I think ib— ^Bcfides, 
why fhould a Man go fo far fbr Objcnfts ofCu- 
riofity^ who has feen too little of his. own Coun- 
try ? Many Parts of Engiand^ JVkties and Scot- 
land equally (I fliould. think) dcfei-ve Our Ad- 
miration, and we need not rifque Winds and 
Waves, to which I feel fme Objeftion. Num- 
bers of- oulr travelling. Gentry peregrinate too 
early in, Lifcj before the Mind is fufEciently 
formed to m^ke proper Obfervations on what 
they fee and hear. 

A JFriend once reUtcd ian Anecdote, .which 
is appofite to my. Subjeft. A very young 
: Vol. IL L Man 
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Kfan, of good tiatwal Underftanding^ and Hdr 
to an affluent Fortune, would needs be one of 
tfaefe inconfidcrate Travellers. In the Courfe 
c^ his Adventures^ he fell into Company, in 
Jfsfiis^ with fome well-traveUcd^ and weli-in^ 
formed Foreigners. Tfaejr were oonyerfii^ on 
what they bad feen in EMglani ; and fome litdc 
Pifibcnce in Opinion arifing aibout the Ar^ 
cIutcAure of fFinJ/dr-CzMc^ they naturally re*' 
fened themieives to the young En^ifilmum £>r 
Pecifion. With much Confulkm and I:fefita- 
tion he was compelled to con&ls» he had ne* 
ver feen the Building in Qpeftioa. The Com* 
pany, with true foreign Politenefs, only tefti* 
fied their Admiradon in a fiknt Smile — but 
the Refieftiofl inftantly ftruck^ and pained die 
youi^ Gentleman. The Refiilt was, that be 
returned for EngUmd within two Days, rational* 
ly determined to inftrud himlelf in ^ Know« 
ledge of his own Country, before he pryed in« 
to thofe afar off. His Reflcftion and Deter- 
mination did equal Credit to his Underftanding« 

Our Friend Hull has, as ufual, been amu» 
fii^ us with as good a Drama, as our ndgjh- 
bouring Town can g^ve Encouragement to i 

but 
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b^ (kys^ 4ie ttrams no nrnii I koom mtotf 
iftho will be Ibriy on thia Atcount; He kaai 
horfiepattedt 4ioiiMeVer, ^bi^out haritig excited 
CttrioGty in a <reiy pecaiiar Ways on a 
ffloall Pkuir tadeedy biitco a verf 'CommendHH: 
l^ Puq>oi^ He eniieed with him his tw» 
principal A^sicflt$| Mifi .Morrison: and Milk 
l^BOT^ {bath pofleftd of gpeat Merit In theii" 
Prafefion) fisne rkw of his Band^ two V^cesj 
and g0^ an Evenings Entertainment of &ng^ 
sHg mid RiSiUng^ at the litde Town ci Stour^ 
hidgi^ fonia &w Miles ofF$ die Proi^ts de^ 
voted to the. ^yfi&uice of ^ Tradefman, whtf 
had fuSeired Under repeated MisfortuneSi The 
Buccefs^ I he^i dfiiere than anfwered 1^ £x- 
peftatibns i the littleg&flembiy-Rbom was <xwA* 
ed^ and with mtiich good Company^ A flight 
Cold made me fearful of bdng out late, 
but the Pardcidafs Were ^ven me by a neigh- 
bouring Clergyman who was prefent. The 
Pieces fctefted for Reading were well-choien. 
I do not remember the i^hole Number^ baC 
I reGolfeft that Mifs CarterV Ode to Wifdmi^ 
PRioR'i Henry and EmtHd^ and Gratis Ekg^f 
in a Country Churcb-Tari Were amongft them. 
The latter gave particnlar Satisfadtion, my 
L 21 Friend 
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Friend tpld me, .to the Gcntki^en cf the Put' 
pit, of: whom fee .counted ieveil. * The whole 
was received wjfh gpeat Apprfih^xm. You 
are to obferye that Hull and: hiai Party,; lb* 
Ux (xom propofing. aoy EmoluixenCr.to thttn- 
ihlves, declinied even to be re-inftburftd the Eat-* 
pences they were :at in going, and the' Mafter 
of the Affembly-Room i^^ro^ rfie Ufe of it. 
From this co;ifined Initaoce of ibch a JScheine». 
I am ^t to think an Union of Poetry and. 
Mufic, executed on a. larger Plan, would be an, 
adtnirable Two^Hoiirs-Entertainment, either in. 
* :|)ubjic Room or private Family.- \ .» _ 

, I enclofe a Piece of Writing, which, a Friend 
of mine fent mc. in a, Frank laft Week. : I 
think the Subjefl: calculated for. your, Liking. 
It was planned, and partly written, in Mr. 
Ho are's lovely grounds, zt JStourton in JVtU^ 
Jbire\ and the Thought fuggefted by furvey- 
ing, from an Eminence there, a woody Vale, 
wherein -Alfred is r^epor^ed to have opce co/i- 
cealcd faimfclf from the Tkanes, Send it back, 
when you have done with it. 
Adieu, dear Mifs M—- ; 

Yours very faithfully, 

W. Shenstone. 
CAD. 
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q A D. W , A L:, 

< • •• ♦ . ^1 

A LEGEMpARX TAtEy ,. 

I N T W' O P A R T S, 



-P ART" i; 



DARK Decemhir wa$ Ac Month, . 
Tte J».Jir' Jsr^s*' dankj tod chill. 
When CADWASr's^^^ary Foot -had reached 
The Summit of the Hill, 

Beneath whofe atfiple Verge he wont ' 
To labour at the Ploughif ' • * / ' . 

And, to relieve- his^FatbCrt Age, 
Bedew his infant Brow* 

L 3 When 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



150 8PLECT JLPTTElia. 

When dghtccn Year^ hf4 o'tr him pafs'd, 

He Icff his ruftiq Home,, . 
(SoMnoQte *ith Qritf ) in diftanfr Gpw^ 

And Strvi^r-Ficlds %o i^ozm. 

Twelve V\finters Rad his £xile fccn^ 

When lo ! his Bofqm bi^ms. 
Again to clafp his Father'^ RlWW ^ 

And l^omeward h? t«i«to, 

An4 now defending to %hc Vsik^ 
With flow ^d trpmbUng Feet^ 

At this new Sight,, his native Skn^ 
The PuUcs'ftqtt'ring beat, 

And now, with penetrating Eye^i 
He picitw the ?|ofe Pe^U ^ • 

Whcfe in his Thatcb-fe»«idl«rtl Cc«| 
Hii Sir? d^d whUom d^^ i 

yet in l^is fad and troubled I<oak^ 

Such 'Jfifrrqr in^ht yejfef^n :; ; ..- , 

A$ when we almoU wWi » ^"OfK : < 
Tl^ Tl^infi wf wife fewl4 ^i 



H^ 
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He pryed here, he pryed there. 

No Cottage could he fpy. 
Nor fmalleft Trace of human Tread 

Appeared to his Eye. 

No Monarch of the featherM Brood 

Was heard aloud to crow. 
Nor laboured Ox the vocal Air 

Awaken mth his Low* 

In ftrange Amazement Md Suipenfe 

Awhile benumbed he ftood. 
Then fell, defpairing on the Earth, 

And wept, and wail'd aloud. 

His Mtteri Cries an Hermit drew 

Forth from his lonely Cell, 
Whofe {ilyant Senfe was quick to feel 

AffliAion^ poignant YelU 

CompaiSon held him mute at firll. 

While as he ponder*d him 
With fixed Eye, where Nature's Floods 

Up-fwcllcd to the Brimj 

L 4 Then 
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Then thus — " My Son, your Plmnts ' I h?ard^ 
" They fmote me to the Heart; 

'' To me, without Referve or Fear, 
" The weighty Caufe impart. \ 

•1 ' 
" D^ep-vers*d in Sorrow's heavy Taflc 

" Full many a weary Hour, 

** Right well I know what ag^ravatcs^ 

*' And what abates its Pow*n 

*' Clofe-peht within reftraining Bounds, ". 

" The River foariis and rqars, 
" Tumultuoys boils v/ith mighty Hdaves^ 

" And wounds its kindred Sh9C|s; ; 

" The Load rcmcv'd, tlM choali*d. ks Courfe,. 

« The Violence fuhfides; [ \ ^ 

** The Tiimult leffcns by Degrees, q ' 

^' And fmooth the Current glide^./b 

" Give, thep, thi? ftruggVing Qriefs; to fioWji , 
" Which thy qlogg'd Heart opprefsV . 

♦' Eacb' W;ord w^ll t^ke a; Part away,'; ' 
^' And njake the Burthen 1?!^," ' ' ' 

Qbf 
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Old Cadwal here diftraugbt. I Jeek^ 

Here Cadwal dwelt of yore^ 
Herey here, bis quiet Cottage rofe. 

But now is here no more. 

"OldjC^DWAL feck'ft thou? Haplcft Man! 

** New Torments muft thou have— 
** Beneath this venerable Elm, 

" Behold the .Ruftic's .Grave !'* 

Ob! Wretch accurs'df I ttnis tbe Cnuje^ • 

I reft bim of, bis Breathy 
I robVd tbe/e Pietds ij/^ Cadwal V ^^fl&, ; 

I brougbt him to his fi^b. 

Was be not to bis varimf Km^ \ .. '. ; 

(Unworthy I alone!) : /\\ 

Was be not .Gnardion, . Cmforter^ . . i . . •* 

Friend, Father, allinon(? - 7" 

What boneJ^Hlnd; that mar bim'tQiVd, ' -* 
But pf^his Stor:e partdOkf / ; ^ 

Was be: fp^i fo '/he> needy Sw^hty . ' * ' 
4s to the Mea4tMBr09kf\ .. 

^ - Did 
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JBkf, Obi my Griif-iewili&rV jmd- 
From B^ajm wanders fat\^ - - --" 

jhd mtb vague FdiUks' idly -mocks 
Si&jr iind^ ibjy' pious Gore.- ^'- ^ 

• Heed not, my - Son — ^Ufe any ; Means 
^ That may afluage Ay-Paniri 

« It is the Priviie^ of Woe - • 
•* At Random to cornplam,' 

ff And who of patient Synapatliy 
•* The lib*f at -Larks' fcant^ 

f Whh-hold - a Bciuhtiy dear, I ween ; 
•• As Wealth ckn Ihdw^jr <mi Want; 






V •; - 



CAD. 
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»■»■» »» » » » »»>'■<« ^ ^ 14 < t < 4 < < 



f\LI> Cadwal ^i?r/ d0raught TJeeh^ • - 

-^ir, j»^/ this wayward Heart I 
J'i^i?/ dar*d oppofe a Father's Pow^r, 
That dar'd his Counfet thwart ( 

But Emma*j Charms bad won my Love^ 

And made it all her owni 
I fought not copious Flocks and Meads^ 

I /ought Content afpna 

And, Oh ! Jo Jweetly Jhe conformed 

To all I wijh'd or /aid, 
Tou would have /worn our Hearts, as Twin/, 

fFere for each : other made. 

And 
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jfyd Was its ^oly Faihefs fajt^ 

Was it a Crimi to I/roei 
Or to my eary^-fligbtid Fo^;i 

Uncban^d and fiiody frove f 

MxtiLDAV lofty Friends in Store 

Of Fleeces did (^boimd^ 
And ample Sheaves inricVd their Fieldif 

And Orchards rqfe around i 

And tbefe PdJe$ons enfry Hm 

Were poured into mine Eari 
^0 count them o^er^ my Father madi 

His Morn and Evening Card 

Sure if he any Failing hady 
^^wds too fond Love for me t 

Hence fprung the Wifb^ that of her Fhcki 
I might the Mafter he^ 

And as he wiWdy and as he hades 

Oh ! that I could have done t 
But EmmaV Charms had won my Love, 

And made it all her o'wn^ 



S^t 
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S^, Paih^^ ougbi I, at the Church 

'Have jdin'd MAtiiDAV Band^ 
When Love and Truth, that fivuld attend^ 

JFere not at my Command f 

Her ffOMUs Graharies-^to mi - ^ 

Thiy no Allurement ^ere i 
Afy Emma'j l&m^rc^fd Dairy ^Hut 

To me was dearer fir% 

Un^ after targe Piffejfftcns Jeekf 

My Father did not want-. 
Of cQpious^ Tributes from the Field , 

/& Bams were nothing fcant^ 

But 'twas his tTill-^nd Oh ! fffot T 

Could have that fVill ohty% 
mtbout the Guilt of broken Vows, 

Or Emma's Pease 6etrqy*dl 

Now that my Frowardnefs of Heari 

Hath brought him to his End, 
For this, before yon hallow' d Sfot 

In duteous Wife Fll bendi 

F0 
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For tbisy will daily wet the^ Sod ' . 

fFitb my repentant Eye^ . 

Nor tver from this Solitude 

fo fairer Refuge hie. _ \ 

** Son," quoth the Sircr— and caft a Look 
As chiird the Youth, all o'er — 

(While Minutes pafs'd ere vital Waroiths - 
His Senfes did reftore — ) 

^ Son," quoth the Sage, * thy Doubts fufpend, 

" Their rifing Tumult check — 
?* It is thjr Father, clafps thee . clofe, 

" And weeps upon thy Neck, 

" Long bavcJL held thee in, Difcourfe 

" With pentf-up Agony, .... 
" Now let my. guftiing .Tears have Way, 

^ They're Bleflings fliowVd on thee. 

•* Charm'd with thy duteous Excellence, 
^ Thy Strength of filial Love, ^ " 

*« My full Fdrgivenefs, let thefe Stream* • 
^^ And warm Embraces prove! 

i « And 
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«* And, Oh ! might'ft thou forgive the Caufc 
*« That drove thee from thy Home, 

" Sore-fmote with Grief, in diftant Groundsj^ 
•^ And Stranger-Fields to roam !** 

Jl^gbt I forgive I'^Oby Father^ fucb 

Unfeemly "Terms rejirain\ 
Might I forgive l-^It is enou^h^ 

J fee thee once again f 

But, faid]fi thou not, heneatb yon Elm^^ 

« My deareft Sort, I did ; 
.** There have I mark'd the chofen Spot^ 

^^ There made mj lateft Bed. 

** Of thee bereft, what booted it 

" To feed the furrow'd Plain ; 
^* Or what, from Autumn^s fruitful Lap 

♦♦ To heap the ripen'd Grain ? 

** Whom had I then to cheer my Steps 

** In Summer's fultry Rays ? 
^* For whom fhould then the focial Heart!} 

•* In Winter.Ev'nihg blaze ? 

Vol. II. Ll (\Uf. 
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" My rtoule, my l6iitn$^ t kft at larg« 

** Td moulder and decays 
**- Yon^ humble Tenettietit I raii^cf, 

•* My Age's only Stay^ '" ' 



*• Enough for mc, who meant foflom 

** To pafs Life's lagging Eve ; 
*' My Talk to meditate and pray, 

" My Punifhment $6 grieve. 

" For/ Oh r tfiy Son, tod late 1 fell 
" This Truth within fny Hearty 

** That to compel the filial Mind 
** Is not a Parentis Part* 

•* And hence this penitential Garlb, 

" And hence thefe filver Hairs, 
^* Whofe tioary Length the fad Reclufe 

" Or penfive Hermit wears-** 

Deary honoured Father ^ Jroop no mdre^ 

7his on my bended Knee * 
r crave — I claim — ^eftgn thy driefsi 

Oh! cafi them all'on-m% 

-^ mth 
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tmrmffttHg L^i and Cart^ 
Ti&X Sorr$ms ril aJJUagty 
And with ob/fquiBus Duty Un4 
77f^ Rmmnt of thy Agt^ 

•• Arifc^ my Son, and to my C4l 

^* Together let us wcnd^ 
" Let ua bene^h one Roof eqtibracf^ 

** Ere yet my p^yg {ball end* 

^* And fhall die Thotfght of E»ima*s LpVC 

** No WW fuffufe thine Eye^ 
•* Nor chide thy Father for her Loli ?"-^ 

SWs tkried in tkut Si^h 

•* What wdnd'rotis BUfi «> Virtuous Mindf 
^* Will Heav*n ndt deign to lend ? 

•* Within ipy hortely Hut, my Son^ 
•' There all thy Sdrrow3 end. 

" There, the<e, ohcc m(»e ftHl fwcctly^^^r 

*' Thy EMftf A fhalc tho^ fee ; 
" Within my homely Hut Ihc dwells,- 

« My Age's Comfort /heJ . 
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•• Her Father d6ad, I ffll'd Ms Place^ 
** The Guardian of her Youth 5 

** I now reftore her to thy Love, 
" Thy ConOancy and Truth/* 

Young CAt>WAL waked not for morei^ 

But to his Emma flew^ 
Where locked awhile in clofe Embrace 

Each to the other grew. 

From incoherent Words arid Srghs^ 
Such wond'rous Tranfports brakr^ 

Far more than hoDey'd Eloquence 
With all her Xo^g^^s cdu'd ipeak, 

Ahd ftow With ftrong eflquiriflg Look 
They fearcti eaCh other's Eye, 

And alk if what they fee be true. 
And doubt the real Joy. 

Artd now the Father^s qtiicken*d Steps 
They greet with bended Grace, 

And with up-lifted Eyes adore. 
And ble(s his Vev'rend Face^ 



r Now, 
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^' Now, l^ this hallow'd Eve, I vow,'¥ 

*' Soon as the Mafs be done, - 
*' The next.cnfuing Holy-Pay 
" The Prieft fhali make yc one. 

ff And ye ftall liye (fo Hcav'n permit!) 

*' To paft one =Gleam of Light 
•' Athwart your Fathei^s gathering Eve, 

^^ Qr pre h? fiok in Night -^ 

P Or ere benjs^th yop aged Eln> 
^* He's numbered with the dead^ 

f^ The chofcn Spot where his own Hands 
•^ Hav^ made hi$ ktfft ^^^ 

f^ But while fbnaje Hours of Life are Jcnt, 

" By Gratitude and Pray'r, 
ff And Mem'ry of my Errors paft, 

." Thogj Error? VI} repair ; 

** And oft as I recount them o'er 

« Thy fteady Faith PlI praife, 
** And for my deareft Boy once morp 
, V*' Tl^e fecial Hearth fhall blaze. 

* Probably Chrlftmai-Eve^ as December is mentioned in 
fs^ Opejiing of the Talp, 
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^ Age, ev*ii as Yx)ut|, j^u (onSt, mf S^^- 

*♦ Is liable to fell, 
*' And Self-reproQ£^ atid PcnttencTy 

♦* Alike bdkem tts al},'* 
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L E T T -B R XU. 

j^r. M-r G u'i -. ■ ■ ■ lo W. Shekstone,^ Efq, 
with Fragments of Antient P^etty^ printed at 
f,dinhur^b^ ih the Year 176Q. 

; DaV'Sir^ Edin^rghr Junm^ 1760. 

IT gives njQ the greateft Pleafure, that I have 
an Oppprtijnity of conveying to a Perfon 
of your Tafte, the incipfcd Fragments of ah- 
ticnt Cfiffdpnjfiti Poefy-TT 

f* PulJ ipaiiy a 'Qcm of^ pureft Ray lerenc, 
' *' The dzik ynfathomM Cav^s of Ocean bear, 
** Full many a Rofe is born to blufti unfeeh, 
** And waftc its Sweetncfs pn the defart Air,*^* 

But Thfchks to the Tafte aiuJ Care of the itv 
genious Tranftator, that wc have not tq )^r 
menf the utter Lofs of tliofe Pieces^ which 
Jreflcfl: fo much Luftre on the Men^ory of the 
original Bards. Here we fee Poet«* framed by 
^c Hand of Nature 5 th^H" M^nticr^ rude arid 

t S^ Gf AY'i Elegy in a Country qjurch^Tar J. 

M 4 Vincvil- 
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uncultivated, as the Wilds they inhabited; 
unacquainted with Ahistotle an^ Horace^ ^ 
but pouring the (I had almoft faid) involun- 
tary EfFufions of Minds filled with trqe poe- 
tic Fire, deeply interefted m the Tb^rncs they 
fung, devoid of ^ all Rules, they attach and 
warm the Heart, by an ama2ing though fe- 
Cfet Power, th^ conftant Eflfcft pf * copying 
Nature, but copying ^her juftlyj to which the 
languid Eflforts of A^n bear fcarce fo, intc; 
reiling a Proportiop^ as the Shadqw. to thj 
Subftance, 

From the- general Struflutc ff . the poetry, 
from the Names of the Pcrfons celebrated in 
it, and the flints pf the .pj?«iiM? fcattcred . 
here and there, if woijld apppar,^ , |^at. •jhcfc 
Poems were conipofed about the Time that 
the indent ^ards of ffeloffiiy ctLn^^ thp.othcf 
northern Cpuhfri^s^ jp^de fo. grcapi'a:|?igur^ 
in Poetiry ; or, perhaps, their Dw n)?y reach 
back beyond tb<? Time of Chriftwiiy .being 
preached . in our Iflar^k j bcpce jt hwJI follow, 
that our Anceftors were rifing by : furprifmg 
Efforts to catch the faireft Flowers of Pat- 
najusy while the police Regions of Europe re- 
founded 
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founded with polemic Theology and monkiHt 
Nonfenfe : this becomes the more probabl^f^ 
when wc rcfleft, that Icarce any Trace of 
Chriftiahicy is to be found in thefe Pieces,' 
and no.Tr^ce of the Names that prevaileid 
after the ninth Century, inftead of which, thg 
Ndmes appear entirely Pagan ; and numberlefj 
Hints are ^en from the predatory Life our 
Anceftors (particularly thofe of the IQands 
and north-weft Coafts of Scotland) led before^ 
and at the firft preaching of the Goipel among 
them. A critical Examination of the originrf 
Xanguage would |ielp to throw Ibme Light on 
this Conjedure, as well as the P^ablication of 
Pieces of greater Length, which majr foUovr 
thefe firft Specimens; It is nor, however, to 
be doubted, that the ttiany Fragments ftill 
prefcrved amongft our Highlanders of their an* 
tienr Poetry, may be of great Ufe in fetling 
*thfe Hiftory, and afcertaining the Meaning of 
feveral Antiquities difpcrfed over the moun- 
tainous Parts of Scetlands while the Man of 
Tafte muft be agreeably lurprifed to find ii 
Beauty and Foree gf Diftion, a Warmth of 
Fancy, a ehafte and truly noble Simplicy united, 
where hitherto no Pcrfon has ever looked for it. 

If 
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Jf thefe SpepiqieflJ arp wpll -Tccc;ivod by th4 
fvk\\^ .afid ^ Xujtajble Eocoi^n^ineot t)r^ 

pUige tbe Wodd wi|h ^ vTraeOatkm aC d^ 
Epie P^eiji eneajiooed w . the Pceff fe, . friaek 
fi09Gj%s iif i»pv9»49 of m^jhpMfm^ •^>p^t 

hut ^ depcndapt SituaUQ« s( « .Tt^of j^»(ir 
not affivd htm I^ifufc ^ qndeittd^Q. 6i ^eat 

¥oBe Ftkndtio tHw Conif r of i)ip W<»*J<I 
iwpe mwfh Jiftp^w^ Jn..ii9t. having th^ 
Hap|>in^* fi: <esiBg yow ia|t Snaiqacr along 

»th l<«f<| X.VTT^x.TOH J awJ witfe<w JF^tjpfy 
{ C^BT aflSjUP, thsi^-thf N^ji^ of yoi^ Friendft 

W 4!fl<A»/IKf> jgJWaW fhao, .pfrh«p$,. yo^ thipl^ 
pf, §nd ^veiy opg pf tftf n\ w>«y ^ h^PPf 
jiQt have w !l^»PQrtMohy ©f/fcciing ^ ohli- 
po$ -yoHj iLprd M»«<oQB^ |Pff RoitwrCK and 
jiis Spwfi} 4e6re te be ^tm»be^i fnd I 
flwll take ic «s a pwMCBlaf^avoqr, thft? yoq 
>sottld, at a Wfiwe H<«W,/>w^ me yov^ ^fi^i» 
4ii<m of thfciDcbfid SpectmoiSi and iyU<Mpf iff 
10 be with £l^eem, truly, d«ar 3I^ 
. Your very obedient, and ©loftuHtfroWe S^P¥*n|, 

J. M^ G--Trr, . 

TWQ 
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Two frfnVd Cpycrt will Wing the tvpUrf^ 
|)ivi^on^ pf the Ptagi^a^ ^}/^'h acl(N« % 

r 



LETTER XLIL 

hctraJS frtm a Letter of Mr. B— ^ (Lord 
Er-^*i Brother) U Mr. T-*— . 

- * Jv&y- 15. 

, 1 Know 1^0 Way ib. goocl of ciaking up 
for jtny long Silence to you^ ias lending yoU 
the enclofed Pocm^ which if it gives you as 
much Pleafure as it did me^ you will give 
xne Qo fiiiall Thapks.for : it is tr^H^ted from 
an old Highland Poepi, by one Mr. M' Pher- 
spN> a Minifter in the Highlands* There ait 
great Numbers. of thefe Elegies all over the 
Highlands; which they fing to mournful Tunes 
^in.the Evening over their Pifps. hS^t. M* pH$R» 
40N has, I h»r« trapfkGPd.toD .»anp oftbMfu 
•which I fancy wiU foon be publiftied; if they 
\zxp not, I ftiali endeavour to get {fi^^ni, an^ 
i(end them to you« It will bt Mcdk& to % 

any 
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any Thing in Praife of the Pocnd, as I think 
it can fufficicntly recommend itfelf. The Traiif- 
ladon has a great deal of Merit ; I think it 
is one of the beft I ever faw.- I fancy Sheit- 
STONE will be much pleafed with the Poem, 
which I fhaH be obliged to you if you will 
prcfent to |^im with my Compliments. 

* - - r 

. A F R A G ME N T.« 

JJTfpi following defcriptive Poem (thouglj 
yerv old) is of much later Pat^ than theforcr 
going. Fragments. 

Fiye BardV, who are the Gyefts of a Chiet 
jfhimfcl^ an' qcceUent Poet) gp fevcraHy put to 
make tiieir. Obftrvations on the Night, and re- 
turn each with an ^^^iemporary Dcfcriptioa of i^ 

* Tliis cxquifitc little Fnigmciit M already publiflied 
among the Not<fe in the fifft Voltune of OniMn^H^vrhi 
t)ur ^09 in Mr. Shen&tok^'s Manufcript, the Expr^on ,of 
ihany of the Paifages varied from the pripted P<)cm, fljjp 
Editof of this' Work prefumed an Infertion of lus Copy 
might iiQt be uovdicoiiie t» tlie CurioiiSf 

to 
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to which the Chief atlds one of his own. 
The T^inje is fuppofcd to be in Ollober^ the 
Harveft Month in the Highlands j when the 
Face of Nature is, as various, and its Changes 
as fudden, as they are here r^refented. ^ 



iif^?f p irwii'i 



FIRST BARD* 

NIGHT IS dull and dark, 

The Clouds reft on the Hilli % 

No Star with twinkling Beam, 

No Moon looks from the Skies. 

1 hear the Blaft in the Wood, 

But diftant and dull I hear it. 

The Stream of the Valley murmurs, 

Low is iu Murmur too. 

From the Tree, at the Grave of the Dead, 

The lonely Screech-Owl groans. 

I fee a dim Form on the Plain, 

»Tis a Ghoft ! It fades, it flies > 

Some dead fhall pafs this Way. 

From the lowly Hut of the Hill 

The 
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Thb diftant t)og is howlittgi 
the Stag lies bf the Mountain^ Well| 
iThfe Hind is M his SMei 
She Ijeah the Wind iii His Horts, 
Sb«^ ft^t^i but lies »gm. . 
The Roc is m the Cleft of the Rockt 
The Heat]i-Cock*s Head beneath his Wirtg- 
No Bcaft, fto Bird Isa&toad^ 
But the Owl, and the howling Fox ) 
She ' on the leaflds Tf ee, 
#He on the clouciy: 'Hill# 
Darkj pointing, tremblings fad< 
The Traveller has loft his Way? 
Thro* Shrubs^ thro' Thorns he gocs^ 
Befide the gurgling Rills > 
He fears the Rock and the Pool, 
He fears the Ghoft of the Night, 
The old Tree groans to the Blaft^ 
The. fallmg Branch refoundsj 
The Wind drives the clung Thorn^ 
Along the fighing Grafs, 
He ihakes ^fnid the Night* 
Dark, dufky, ho\^liAg is Ni^h^ 
Cloudy, windy, and full of Ghoftsj 
The dead are abroad; my Friends, 
Receive tfie. from the Night* 

SECOND 
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YttE Wind is upon the Mountain, 

The Showef of. the Mill defcends. 

Woods groan and Windows clap. 

The growing River roars : 

The Traveller attempts the I^^ord^ 

He fallsj he fhrieks, he dies.. 

The Storm drives the Horfe from the ttilL 

The Goat and the lowing Cow ^ 

They tremble as drives the Shower, 

And loofc for the Shade of the Stall. 

The Hunter ftarts from Sleep in his lone Hu^ 

And wakes the Fire decayed ) 

His wet Dogs .fmoak around him t 

He flops the Chink with tieath* 

Lpud rpar two Mountain Streamt^ 

Which meet befide his Booth | 

Sad on the Side of the Hill 

The wandering Shepherd fit5» 

The Ti'ee refounds above feim, 

The Stream roars down the Rock; 

He waits the rifing Moon 

To lead him co his Home$ 

t Gbottt 
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Ghofts ride on the Storm to-night. 

Sweet is their Voice between the Gufts of Wind, 

Their Songs arc pf other . Worlds, 

The Rain is paft— the dry Winds b'ow^ 
Streams roar and Windows clap; 
Cold Drops fall from the Roof. 
1 fee the ftarry Sky — 
But the Shower gathers again ! 
Dark, dark, is the weftern Sky ! 
Night is ftormy, difmal,- dark; 
Receive Jiie, my Friends, from the Night 



=gc*= 



THIRD BARD, 

THE Winds ftfll found between the Hills, 
And groan on the riven Rocks : 
The Firs fall from their Place on high. 
The turfy Hut is torn. 
The Clouds divided fly o'er the Sky, 
And Ihew the burning Stars. 
The Meteor (Token of Death) 

Flic? 
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Flies fparkling thro* the Gloom; 

It refts on the Hills, it burns — I fee the Fern, 

The dark Rock, and fallen Oaki 

What dead is that in his Shroud?— 

Beneath the Tree by the Stream 

The Waves dark tumble on the Lake^ 

And lalh th6 rocky Sides. 

The Boat is brim-full in the Cove i 

The Oars on the rocky Tide. 

Sad fits a Maid beneath a Rock, 

And eyes the rolling Stream i 

Her Lover promifed to come. 

She faw his Boat, when it was light, on the Lakc^ 

Is this his broken Boat on the Shore I 

Are thefc his Groans in the Wind? 

Hark! the Hail fatties around. 
The Flakes of Snow defcerid.— ^ 
The Tops of the Hills are white. 
The ft6rmy Winds abate. 
Various is Night and cold; 
Receive me, my Friends, frorti the Night# 



toLlL ^ .rOtfRTH 
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FOURTH BARD. 

NIGHT is calm and fair. 
Blue, ftarry, and fettled is Night; 
The Winds with the Clouds, are gone: 
They defcend behind the Hill. 
The Moon is upon the. Mountains; 
Trees glifter, Streams (hinc on, the Rocks, 
Bright rolls the fettling Lake, 
Bright the Stream of the Vale. 
I* fee the Trees overturned; 
The Shocks of Corn on the Plain 5 
The wakeful Peafant rebuilds the Sheaves, 
Or drives the Beafts of the Hills ^away. 
Calm, fettled, and. fair is Night. 

Who comes from thfc Place of the Dead ? 
That Form in the Robe of Snow, 
Thefe white Arms, 'that Hair of Gold; 
The daughter of the Chief of the People, 
She that lately fell! 
Come, let us view thee. Maid; 
Thou that wert the Defire of Heroes ! 

The 
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The Blaflf drives the !l^hahtbm away. 
White and*' witHout Form it afcends tJie Hill, 

The Breezes ciriv^ the blue MiU: 
Ov?r the narrow Vale.: . . 
Grey on the Hill it alcecids. 
And joins itfelf to the ^ky* 

Night is fettled' and calm^ 
Blue, Aarry, bright, with the Moon, , 
Receive- me not, my Friends^ 
For lovely is the Night* 



^ j f; n ■ rT ■■l M^|f |f^/^ "' I "-•• ''■ -p r 



F IF TH B A R D:; 

NIGHT is" caHi,b\rt dreary' J / 
The Moon in a Clbiid ' in the Wefiy 
Slow moves that fdeblc Bearii 
Alotf^ the Ihady HilK 
The diftant ^ave is heard j 
The Stream dull murmurs on the Rock. 

• - N 2 ■ The 
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The Cock is heard from the Booth ^ 

More than half the Night is pafled. 

The Houlewife groping in the Gloom 

Rekindles' the fettled Fire. 

The Hunter thinks it Day, 

And calls his nimble Dog: 

He afcends the Hill, 

And whiftles the Road away : 

A Blaft removes the Cloud; 

He fees the ftarry Plough of the North : 

Much of the Night is to pals ; 

He nods by the mofly Stone. 

Hark, the Whirlwind is in the Wood ; 
Low Murmurs on the Plain. 
•Tis the Army of the mighty Dead ^ 
Returning from the Air ! 

The Moon refts behind the Hill| 
The Beam Is ftill on the lofty Rock • 
Long are the Shades of. the Trees: 
But now *tis dark over all. 
Night's dreary, filent and dark ! 
Receive me, my Friends, from the Night. 



SIXTH 
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S IX T H B A Ra 

(The Chief himftlf.) »-*.•*.? 

LET Clouds reft on the Hill, 
Spirits fly, and Travellers fear 5 
Let the Winds of the Wood arife. 
The founding Storm defcend; 
Roar Streams and Windows clap. 
And green-winged Meteors fly •, 
Rife the pale Moon on (he MQuntain^ 
Or inclofe her Head in Clouds, 
Night is alike to me. 
Blue, gloomy, or ftormy the Sky^ 
Night flics, and her goblin^ Crew, 
When Morn is poured on the Hills j 
Light returns from the Gloom ; 
But we return no n^ore ! 
Where are our Chiefs of old ? 
Where our Kings of modern Name? 
The Fields whereon they fought are filent 5 
Scarce their mofly Tombs remain. 
We too (hall be forgot y 
This lofty Houfe fhall fall : 

N 3 Our 
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Our Sons (hall fcarce fee its Ruins on the Grz&y 

And fhall alk. Where dwelt our Fathers ? 

Raife the Song*- ftrike |he flarp. 
Send around the Shell '^ of Joy ; 
Sufpend a hundred Tapers on high. 
Maids and Youths begin the Dance, 
Some grey-lock'd Bard be near. 
And fing the Deeds of otjier Times j 
Of Kings renowned in Albiotty 
Of Chiefs we fee no more. 

Thus pafs the Night, 
Till Morn is grey in our Hallj 
Then be the Bow in Hand, 
The Dogs and Youth of the Chace i 
We afcend the Hill with Day, 
And rouze the flying Deer, * 

f They drank outof si'Shell, as great Numbers do MU 



LET- 
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L E T T E;R XLIIL 
R. G — , Efq. to Mr. Hull; 

Dear Hull, June 16. 

I SAFE arrived in Somerfetjhire^ after , two 
pleafant and eafy Days Journey, and am 
now fet down to write to you, according to 
my Promife, and to note what Alterations or 
Innovations I had obferved upon, in the Modes 
and Manners of Lsndm^ fince I had not been 
there fo long before. 

, This Chapter is reduced to fo few Heads, 
from the feveral Converfations we had together 
in Town, upon the taking down the Signs, the 
rooting up the Pofts, the paving and lighting of 
Oxford-Read^ Holborn^ Monmouth-Street^ and St. 
Giles% the conftrufting of Black-Friars-Bridgey 
tfr. that I cannot recoiled any other Remark 
I made worth mentioning, at prefent, except 
the introducing of Afles in the City, for the 
Ufe of Milkmen, Fruiterers, tiawkers, ^c. 

N 4 This 
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This I thought a great Improvcmeot^ as 
ic icrves to leflcn the Number of Barrows that 
ufed to interrupt) Walkers on the broad Pave* 
ments ; but this Confideration was damped 
again at feeing the barbarous Treatment thefe 
poor Animals often fuffer from their brutal 
Guides or Riders. I often thought of Sterns 
upon thele Occafions.^ An Afs is a dull, (low 
Creature, that will not mend its Pace for Whip 
or Spur — ^This thefe Wretches call Obfiinacj^ 
and fo punifti it for a Defcd of Nature, as 
they would for a moral Vice : for if they 
reafon at all, you may he fure they reafon thus, 
bccaufe it is wrong. 

This has renewed a Rcfleftlon in my Mind, 
that has often occurred to me before, upon 
the unaccountable Difpofition tow^rd^ Cruelty 
cxercifed againft the Brute-Creation, which is 
too frequently obferved among the general 
Clailes of Mankind, who have not been re^ 
ftrained by natural Scntinienf, or refined by a 
liberal Education. 

t Sep a Paflage about an A6 in hi$ Scntlmntdl ^oum^p^ 

If 
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If Sympathy, as modern Philofophers affert, 
be the ultimate Canfe of our being affiled 
for others, that of Pain, one would think, 
Ijiould be the ftrongeft, AH Men dp not feel 
Misfortunes, or fufier Grief, alike. One Per- 
ion may refent, a Mortificaiion, or a Lofs, to 
Madnefs ; while his more temperate Friend can 
afford his Pity or Compaffion no higher or 
further than his own P4ffions or Sentiments 
would have extended in the fame Circumftances. 
Here Sympathy is at an End, But all Per- 
ibns and Animals too are alike fenfible' of 
Pain — Ergq-r^ 

We have from hence Reafon to conclude, 
that 'tis more from Want of Thought, than, 
of Humanity, that the contrary is fo apparent ; 
and ^this Argument, I think, is fully proved 
by the Obferv^ion, that Children and Fools 
qre the moft guilty of it, 

Befidcs which, there is a great deal in Cuf- 
tom, that may take off from the natural Feel- 
ings of Compaffion, with Regard to the Brute- 
(prpation, among Numbers of People, fuch as 

Butchers, 
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Butchers, Surgeons, Soldiers, C^c. A Filh- 
woman being reprehended for the Barbarity of 
fleaing Eels alive, anfwered, that it was no 
Crudty, as tbey wire Jq tmcb ujtd to it \ which 
Was plainly transferring the Infenfibility fhe had 
herlelf acquired, through Habit, to the poor fuf- 
fering Reptile. This puts me in Mind of the 
Blunder of an Irijb Parliament once, that framed 
an Aft to punilh Forgery with the Lofs of 
both Ears, and fi> toties qutties. 

There is alfo, I apprehend, a Sort of No* 
tion refting in uninftrufted Minds, that Mo- 
rality has nothing to do with our Aftions to- 
wards Brutes, any more than it has with Re- 
gard to inanimate Nature \ fo that many Folks, 
from (uch a ftrange Mifconception, torture an 
Animal with as little Remorfe as they would 
lop oflF the Branch of ^ Tree. Such ?feopte 
muft never have read the Sentence df Solo- 
mon, that a good Man is mercifiil to bis Beaf % 
nor that of Shakespeare, 

** The poor Beetle that we tread upori, 

*' In corp'ral SuflP'rance feels a Pang as great 

♦* As when a Giant dies.** 

4 Ire* 
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I xememher I was x)nce fitting wit^ ? FriSHd, 
ancj fqeing hi^ Spa tormenting ^ pqorDog, i^ 
^3^^^$ hra iyffcr great Pajq, ;J ip^e tg^tjhc 
Father^ to reprove hini fpr itj jtp M:hidi fae. 
coolly anfwered, that as he defigned the Boy for 
t^e Army, he did ,not c^rfi to iiifpire hittiydth 
tQo tender Feelings, " Your Wp* mighf oof 
" be much aipifs/* I replictj, "if ypu ijaeant 
" to breed hini a Butcher, or a Hangman.!* 
\yh^t ? Qothic Notbn, that Pravcry and Hup. 
ma^ity wjere incompatible \ 

Ovid feera^ to have been of my Opinion 
in the above Reproof, by making Pricfts, who 
were the firft Butchers, or Sacrificers, to have 
led, the Way to Cruelty and, Slaughter—? ;^ 

Primoque a c^ede Ferarum 

Incdiiijfe putem tnaculatum fanguint Ferrum. 

1 will not fay, ho\^ever, that this may be the 
Reafon why Parfons and Butchers are equally 
excluded from being on Jyries of Life and 
Death, becaufe there would be a Sort oi pert 
J)ulnefs in the Remark— Alking Pardon for the 

. Tauto- 
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And this Interpretation ought certainly to 
appear the true Senfe of the Precept, from 
this Confideration ; for as that Philofopher had 
before reftridbed his Difciples from the Ufe of 
all animal Food) on Account of the tranfmi* 
gratory Notions he had picked up in India^ 
be could not pofllbly have been fo unconfeio*, 
nable, as to have laid any Manner of Reftraint 
on the vegetable Produft of the Earth. 

Yours, 6?r* 



tET. 
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LETTER Xtjy. 

^frs: -=ii^" td Mi-: HiJLt, oi Covem-Gafden 
••■ Theatre. 

^TTHhe grear' Rcfpe6t yod. Sir, have fhfeww 
-JE ta Mr. Shen^tone, in dedicathlg' yoar 
Tragedy rf RosaMond- to his^ Memory, added 
to die Pleafure I have received from fome of 
your other' Pobficat ions, wiU, I truft, plead an 
Excufe for an Intrufion from a Stranger, and 
elpeciat]^ ai^ it is to beg your Acceptance of 
the cnclofed Poem ; it was written by that 
Friend whofe Death you fo feelingly lament} 
it has been in my Pofleflion ever fince, or 
before that Period : of its Merits I am no 
Judge; but from its Author, (hould imagine 
it not deftitute, and have long regretted its 
remaining in Hands fo little capable of mak- 
ing it appear as it ought. The fincere Plea- 
fure I received, in feeing Mr. Shenstone's 
Name fo refpeftfuUy and publickly revived, 
induced me to wifti to make the Author fome 
Acknowledgment, and this appears to be the^ 

only 
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only Way; for ftiould not the Diamond have 
Brilliancy enough for the Public, yet it may 
not be an unwelcome Amufement to a private- 
Friend, to remove the Dimnefs. 

I fhould much fooner have made this Ac- 
knowledgment, but from a Diffidence of its 
being accepted ; however, I hope the beft, and 
that you will be kind enough to accept it as 
it is meant. Should it prove worthy of No- 
tice, and acceptable to fo partial a Friend, 
I fhall hope, (as I have no Copy) to receive 
your Opinion; and muft requeft it as a par- 
ticular Favour, that to any Friend you chufc 
to (hew it, my Name may not be mentioned ; 
on that Account I decline faying any Thing 
of myfelf. My Addrcfs is, tfr. 

Permit me to hope you will excufe the Er- 
rprs of a weak Pen, and believe me. Sir, 

Your obliged humble Servant, 

M. . 

Dec. 28, 1774. 
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DIAMOND: 

A POEM. 



CANTO I. 



ClJPlb o*cr human Sreafts ttCtCtlefs reignSj 
Fierce in his joys, unrival*d in his Pains 5 
Not Jove, when Hypocrites his Shrine adore i 
Not JuKO, when her Altars finoke no more ; 
Not J?HQEBus, when from Pope's encircled 

Brows 
Dennis would rend the Bays himfelf beftows> 
Relblve fuch Vengeance, or fuch Pan^ decree^ 
As owe their Rife, relcntlefs Boy, to thee ! 

Vol- II. O By 
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By thee enflav'd, MyRxiLLo long had known 9 
His Paflion lafting, when his Hopes were flown ; 
Myrtillo, fram'd tfl n^ketVn Toafts adore. 
And bleft by Fortune much, by Nature more ; 
S wifJLp'er tho. Spinnet-Keys Jjiis Fiijgers fl^w, 
Andj- Love Except, *o qudl each Paffion knew. * 
Such human Art, with Joy Apollo view'd. 
And with'fomp Graces from his own^endu'd ; 
From him, when loll Adonis caus'd her Grief, 
E'en Cytherea might have heard Relief: 
But, ah ! to evjry Charm^ to ev'ry Grace, 19 
That deck'd his Worc^, or fparkled in his Face^ 
Endear'd his Perfon^ or his Thoughts refin'd. 
The Nymph alone, he lov'd, alone was blind. 
Each other Belle the flighted Charms admir'd. 
Each other Belle the flighted Heart defir'd 5 
With pra6tis^d AirS they fl:rove to pkale'the 

Swain, ^ 

WiA ptadis*d Ah-s they j)urchas*d fffefll Difdain. 
No bright enamour'ti Fair could e*er incline 
The Heart Lamira firM without Defign. 

Where couMhe fly ?^ Prom whence his An- 
* guifh eafc ? * ' . 

The Play, the Park,' the Ring, no more could 
pleafe ; , 30 

^4 Each 
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^Each fadiawBeau, with jealous Furyfir^d/ - 
And Sblitodc and Sounds, with Love conffDirMv 

ToX^uPiDdhits, while Mufic*s tuneful Aid 
Saddcn'd each Note, the Boy in Anguilh prayed 1 

•" Harmonious Pow'r !' Accept thefe mournfuf 
•StrainS) ■ • • 
•* Reward my Pafllon, or remove my Pains % 
'-*^ If e'er t-hy Praife with early €are -I fing, 
*' If e'er thy Praife infpire my Ev'ning String, 
V Oh-! grant the Arts which make thy Glory 
knoiwn, - ! 39 

!' May mqveLAMiRA's Breaft^ pr eafe my pwn/* 

- 'A^pxLO .heard, and lift'nbg.to hi^,Grief, 
Sent Maia's nimble Son to bring Relief; 
Hi3JMkflage known, he cleaves (heyieldingrSkicS^ 
And quick as Oght'lnihgxathe Suppliant flies ; 
Ruffkd with Winds, he!fhakey Jiis azure Plumes, 
And round the Place diffusa divine Perfumes i\ 
Then thus begins— -•^MyKTiLLoccafc to griey^ 
-** And from the Df/^W^7» Pow'r thefc Notes re- 
ceive ; ' 
*• Think not by Sounds thy Paflion to remove, 
** The Breath of Mufic.fans the Fires of Love ; 
O 2 •' Think 
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*' Think not to Mufic bends a female Ear ; 51 
*f (Flattery, the only Sound the Fair cto hear I) 
*' With Flatt'ry charm her, or with Pomp affail, 
" Thofe laft dcaV Arts with Females to prcv^i. 
'.' Nurs'd by Apollo long, with genial Care, 
^' This powerful Prcfent from the God I bear ; 
V Thcfe he prefcribes, with thefe he bids purfue, 
" No mortal Female thefe untouched fhall view.** 
Thus ends the God^ and in a Moment flics, 
Whilft on the Board a Shagreen Caiket lies. 60 

Long Fragrance fiU^ the Room, the fable Box 
The Maid with pious, trembling Hand unlocks •, 
She opes, out fly ten thoufand glitt'ring Ray^, 
And hide the Subftance, thro' a mingled Blaze; 
The Radiance charhis ; but wHen with raptur'd 

Eyes, 
And nearer View, (he pierc*d the bright Difguife.; 
When the gay Brilliant's Luftre flione confeft. 
She clos'd the Box, and joyous thought the reft. 
A Joy like this, harmonious Orphevs knew. 
When, wondVous Huiband ! to die Shades he 

flew, . * 70 

And wand'ring 'long the Gloom, with glad Sur- 

prife 
Percciv'd at laft, his Confort's (parkling Eyes. 

Ah! 
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Ah! dear Brill ante ! few thy Story know, 
Whofe Beauties in this Gem eternal glow % 
Yet Ihall the pious Mufe the Tale relate, 
And with her Verfe adorn Brillante's Fate, 

Of humble Birth the bright Enchanter came. 
Unequal to her Beauty, Wit, or Fame 5 
Deep in a lonely Vale ftie fhone retired. 
Few faw the Maid, but all who faw admir'd ; 80 
She fhun*d no Virtue, tho* Ihe fought no Praife, 
And pifs'd in quiet unexposed her Days y 
Much had fhe heard the various Toils that wait 
The Pride of Riches, and the Pomp of State 5 
Much her fond Mother taught, with pious C^c, 
And latefl: Breath, 'twas dang'rouss to be fair. 
^ Brilly,'* Ihe cried, «* my tender Child, fare- 

wel, 
" Shun the gay Court, and grace this humble 

Cell; 
*^ There various Arts for Innocence arc laid, 
" To ruin Youth, and trap th' unwary Maid ; 90 
" Charms in an humble State may prove a Snare, 
** But plac'd on high, they cheat the niceft Care, 
" Let ev'ry Rule my living Care fupply'd, 
** When Tm unheard of, be thy Virtue's Guide; 
O 3 '' And 
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*« And cv'rjr Maxim giv'n prefervc in Store 
«* To guard thofe Charms I now muft view no 

more.— 
** Adieu— If e'er the Wiles of Courts you fee> 
" And weakening Virtue faultcr, jiiink of me." 

Frefh Charms adorned her, as more Years flic 
knew. 
Her Fame extended as her Beauties grew ; 100 
A rigid Stemncfs all her Beauties arm'd, 
Which ev*ry faint minute Approach alarm'd* 
The opening Rofe fhone in her Cheeks refin'd. 
And, like its guardian Thorn, her Yhrtue join'd. 

The wondering Prince received at len^h her 
Fame, 
And to the Court conveyM th* unwilling Danie|, 
Th' unwilling Dame to pleafe he vainly ftrove. 
Too foon fhc rais'd, but ne'er returned his Love* 

Here long (he Ihone untainted and the fame, 
And as her .Virtue, fpotlefs was her Fame ; 1 10 
By Arts unfofcen'd, tho' by Arts improved, 
Her Charms mov'd all, by Charms herfelfun*' 
mov'd. 

. AppLto 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



SELECT LETTERS. 199 

Apollo burn*d-^But fince the Fair cou*d 
prove 
In courts uninjured, ftill reftrain'd his Love, 
And wondVing, fwore, a Nymph fo fair, fo chaftc, . 
In Fame's Memorial, by the Pow'r fhould laft 5 
Hence, when to Dufl: diflblv'd, his fhining Frame 
Contradting, foon a glitt'ring Gem became 5 
Charms not inferior ftill the Stone retains. 
And wounding all, itfelf untouched remains. 120 

Thefe fignal Honours Love indignant bore. 
And vow'd to raze them, or his own reftore. 
" If thus," he cry'd, " Brxllante void of Pain, 
*' Could all-my Arrows, all my Arts fuftain, 
" Yet fhall her Fate aflift my flighted Bow, 
** And raife thofe Joys, fhe ne'er deferv'd to 

know; 
" For me her Gem its Luftre fhall employ, 
^' For me her Patron's hourly Rays enjoy, 
'' For me o'er yielding Panes viftorious move, 
" And paint in am'rous Lines th' immortal Feats 
of Love." 130 
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CANTO n. 



Now Sol to wdbrn Climes directs his Blaze, 
And ^ds Lamira's Couch with parting 
Hays, 
The Hour, when Njrmphs on airy Subftancc 

prey. 
And thinly feed on Scandal and on Tea. 

The Moment comes-f the Vifitants are fcen. 
With Talcs replete, and grofely fill'd with Spleen ; 
The powder'd Valet trips in neat Array j 
upright on the Tea-Board flunes the glitf ring 

Clays 

There 
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There artful China, pidtur'd Grots and Bow*rs, 
Hills, Rivers, Vallies, Turrets, Meads and 

FlowVs. 140 

Bright azure Paftures, dfcep^mpervio\|l Shades, 
Deferving Swains, and not ingratefui Maids j 
Ber^cath a elided Beach a Shepherd la^r, / y 
Arid with blue Fingers play'd, or feem^ to pfay^ 
The gen'rous Nymphs forfook the neighboring 

Plains, 
To court his Paflion, of admire Ms Strains ; 
The eager Painter fofrti'd Cboqtrick the Glance, 
And Thirft of Gain had fpoiM the mimic Dance, 
(Oh, hateful AvVice ! ever doom'd to prove 
The Bane of Arts, and much unkind to Love) 1 50 
The gazing Flocks, and fofUy-tfcading Fawhs, 
With "Ears up-Kfted htm to (kim the Lawns T 
Full twice a Day can this Lamira view. 
Yet hear unmov*d her $w4in his Noted rcn&w ? 

Th* itapartial Po€ ftrbttfrtscqti^ Shafes around. 
Scarce on the Bench is greater Juftice found ; 
The Sugar finks, like 2^^^'s Hills of Snow, 
Whene'er decending Ti^s their Tops a*efflo*r^ 
The foft Imperial breatfes a- fragrant Fume„ 
A»d fmm eachChc^k dilk^feth reviving Bloojn 5 
But chief Lamira, doubly formed ta ^l^afe, 161 
Shone' Beauty's Queen, amidft her infant Seas. 

Hail, 
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Hail^ fav*rite Plant ! whofe ffagjrant Scent in< 
fpires ; ' r. , 

The Statcfman's Projeft^, and the Poet's Fires. 
Hail, ever4ov*d I and tho* famctimcs you flow 
A Friend to Scandal, ne'er to Wit a Foe. 
A beaiOBOUs Nympb (Oh, fcpd, fhe been but free 
From Scandal's Taint) eternal breathes in thee : 
Afi ! kt the Mu& (what Female Can conti^tn 
.A Secret known) poor Thea's Fate cxpliun. 170 

The A a Nymph, whom Envy, wandering o*er 
This nether Worlds to ^rtftil Mohivs bore j 
Too fooii fhc knet^ no Scandail to coiiceal. 
And learnt to raife it, 01* when rais'd reveal ; . 
13« ftimm^ripg Tohgue was fram'd to lifp Dit 

grace •, 
But when flic ^»fce, all Merit left the Place f 
Her careful Parents as fhe grew difplay'd * 
Each various Bf inch of Slander's myftic Trade 5 
The Look finccre, the deep perfuafive Wile, 
The Frown tremendous, and more dreadful 

Smile, ' 171 

^ The Wink, which more than real Blame inftiis. 
Pity that murders, ^nd Ccxiwrn that kills. 
Malicious Whifp'rings, ever fatal found. 
Which, like retiring Partbiansy doubly wound. 

Wit 
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Wit t© mvcnt, and Malice to declare 
Dilgrace on all the Witty^ Chaftc or Fair; 
All thefe they taugfat» and what they taught en- 

• joined. 
And view'd themfcdves in Thea more refin'd. 

Ah, thoughtleis Fair! your &tal Kindnefs 

leave. 
Nor blefs tb6fe Arts for which you once m^ 

gricva 190 

^ The Nymph with thefe, and Arts like thefe, en- 

duy. 
Charms, Virtue, Wit, with artful Spite purfu'd* 
From Earth's Abodes, at length cxil'd the Fair, 
To Heaven confin'd and perfecuted there ^ 
There, blending Vice yajth Virtue, Truth with 

Lies, 
Left not one Virgin to adorn the Skies. 

She told why Deities admire Perfumes, 
And trac'd the heavenly .Rife of Black^Lead 

Combs y 
Gave Hints, what Stays mechanic Pallas wore^ 
And why Diana chacM the fylvan Boar ; 200 
What Mufc forgot her Eye-brow Box Ihe fhew'd. 
And why Aurora's Face wUh Crimfon glowed; 

She 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



SELECT LETTERS. 2A5 

$he knew that Virgin Veftal was no Sai^t, 
And Juno's Toilette flxonc with Floods of Painty 
That Venus fure from Naturcne'er would fwerve, 
But for Axnbrofia, Iv'ry Teeth might fervCi 

Revenge and Rage th* qftndcd Powers alarmsi 
For heav'nly Breafts terreftrial Fury: warms ; 
Confcious of Virtue fome witij^ Rage o'erftow'd ;^ 
; Of Guilt the moil with deeper Crimfon glpw-d, - 

As once, DiAijiAchac'd along, the Gltde zit 
ffer Ufual Piiey, fee fpyfd thVflltfated Maid, :.: 
« And, take," fee cry'd, " from Cynthia's 

Bow the Fate, 
•* Which injured Fame cxafts, alas! too lateJ'^^. 
She faid — the Javelin picrc'd her tender Side, 
And the moift Turf with guilty Crunfon dy*d ; ' 
Quick dn the Turf a rifing Plant was feen, / 
Ayhich hears her Name, and blooms for ^er 
W green. 

Now Tea ^d Coffee fpire in Steams no more, 
^rid Cups inverted fliew the Banquet o'er-, '220 
Not fo the Slander — Silvia's Hand fuftains 
A Cup enriched with nine important Grains i 

From 
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From hence the Fair the Fall of Modes difccms,^ 
And Lifi^s Events in typic Vifions learns ; . 

TheFair^^ important Annals hence relates. 
And with fbft^byXips unfolds the -Fates } 
Yet now her own for Fortune's Will difplays. 
And guides thofe Laws which Jbv^'himfclf 

• obeys :v - ' • ' * '-'.*' 

For gay Belinda,' Vifits, Journeys,' Nfews, . 
And one poor Lover dt a-Diftance views ^ - ijo 
In Chloe's haplefs Di(h, more deeply brown, 
^The la^k^Honours of alParforfs Gown J 
Livonia^ yields 'Groves^ Meadows, ^Fields amf 

-Lawns, . '* 

And in her own, a Star obfcyrdy-dawns.^ 
«' Ttiltme/' ifheci;fcs, •♦iwhy thbt :f{nall:MelfeOlf 

Ihiiics, - ^ .^ ' - .-. 

" :Wljich -with the iDilhes azureXlirfcfc joins i? 
But, ah ! . jvvhat Bin, l^AJViiB«A,ifiiklliexplaiii >' 
^hy Anger, ^Scorn,(RefeiiUmentarid2EHfflaih,.; / 
When fhe, too partial to the States Docc^^ 239 
Confign'd Myrtillo, haplefs Maid, to thee ? 

t ^ EjeveogCjiiwenge," ihe . erics, ^** ^nfhlthig 

. :Damel 
<« Shall Ch«*msrlike.mine, inferior Votfrys clainv? 

" I too 
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•« i top iwght boaflf*^*-^Thcr vpoftting Females rifc> 
An4 ^^ l^u<l 3f^4^ unHsd^ rcinci^ the Skies, 
Their Via*ries, Spoils, and Triumphs, each avers, 
Earneft in vain ! for nene is heard or hears. 

So in, thoif ^i^ys^ when Jove in frundc Mirth, : 
Vo^^ljlajf'd t^ comfort humble Maids on Earth, 
If one ambitious made her Conqueft l^iiown, 249 
Each n?»in|ting ¥emd^ brag'd the Cafe her own. ' 

P*J^ng»the/^ww Revtnjgp; they vow in vain; 
TbQ F?jir*$ Divcrfipns foon Uflite again. 

Cupip mean Xitpeh^ frOm MvKTaXiO Qssfi' 
And on the Table drops a BUkt-doufCi 
Thither to feek the Glafs's timely Aid, 
For ruffled Features, hy'd th* abandoned Maid : 
But foon her Charms their ufual Force renew'd. 
When on the Board the well-known Shape flic 

view'd 5 
She eyes the Wax, adorn'd with rubric Darts, 
And in the Opening, breaks three flaming Hearts. 
" A Ticket — hum — the Name concealed I find j 
!* *Tis much in vain — his Lordfliip's wond'rous 

kind. 262 

'' Dear 
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« Dear Mufic ! Well f— If Blifs above be giv^n,' 
** And Nymphs have Souls — ^furc Mufic is ouf 
Heaven/* 

Ah, thoughtkis Maid ! to leek the fatal Place^ 
So long decreed Myrtillo*s Pow*r to raife 5 
There firft thine Eyes devoured the treach'rous 

Blaze, 
There firft thine Eyes occur*d with rival Rays j 
At ev'ry Chord the fatal Luftre ftreams, 26^ 

And the gay Ring re-gilds un-number*d Beams^ 
How killing ev'ry Sound when Splendour fires f 
How powerful ev'ry Ray when Sound confpires ! 
Ko more, frail Nymph, unmoved fhe fees or hears^ 
But drinks deep Poifon in at Eyes and Ears. 



THE 
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NOW from Earth^s Surface pearly Spangkj, 
rife. 
The Morning-Star no more adorns theSkies^ 
And Phoebus iifuing in unclouded Bloom, 
Had woke a brighter to fupply its Room^ 
Lamira rofe — but difTrent far her Mien, 
Far chang'd her Looks, from what they late were 
feen j 280 

Uneafy Thoughts each alter'd Feature fliew'd. 
And her dear Cheek with fev'rifh Crimfon glow'd. 
The Looks of Care yet lovely ftill (he bore. 
And Grief but chang*d the Charms reveal'd be- 
fore. 
Vol. II. P " Doris, 
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- « Doris/' fhe cry'd, " what anxious Cares 

infeft, 
*^ What Doubts difquiet my ill-fated Brcaft ? 
« Were not my Pride fupecior to my Pain, 
" 1 could hot night the Boy witH mere bifdkid -, 
" With fuch high Raptures ev'ry Gefture firM, 
'^ Such more than ufualBlifs his Strains infpir'd, 
« Some heav'nly, Pow'r— nor let vain Tongues 

deny ^9^ 

« The fcriou§ Truth— ^nvefts the fev'rite Boy. 
*« When foothing Accents luU'd the Lover's 

Pains, 
« And AriAdnb closM the dying StVains, 
" The Loves and Graces joln'd in watiton Piay, 
"And with the foftening Thrills Idy'd away. 

*' How cUrftthi^ rmg'tirtglive-lotig flight has 
flown 
" In fleeplcfs Hour^, or Sleep to Reft unknown. 
" Perplex'd awake, in vain I Sleep implor'd, 
" Sleep to ipyEyes the fatal Form rcftor'd ; 300 
" Thro' Ihapdefs Ways fatigu'd,by Fancy Uorric, 
" In frantic Rage I cursM the loit'ring Morn ; 
'^ O'er pathlefs Do\vns mcthought he wildly flew, 
" Still as he ran, my eager Paflion grew. 

" In 
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** In vain, with Toil fucccfslcfs^ I purfu*d % 
•* In vaioj with eager Hope, the Chace renew'j^. 
," How wild are Dreams !— ^the Brilliant's filY?r 

Ray 
" Scem'd from his Hand to point the wilh'd fpr 

Way; 
" Still with repeated Strife I feck the Chace, 
" Still the fwift Boy eludes my fought Embrace : 
" Sometimes I heard fome faint imperfeft Strains 
*• Divinely warble o'er the echoing Plains y 
« Mov*d by the Winds, his Treffcs fwcetly flovJ'd, 
" And more than mortal in each Feature glowy. 



o 



" Tell me,, whence fpring the Tortures J endure ; 
*• If this be Love, or if it be, to cure. 
^ " Fate fure thefe Charms for other Flames de- 

' fign'd, 
'^ For other Flames the Cyprian Queen refin*d. 

« To ftiine the firft at Park, at Ring and Ball, 
" To fee lac'd Valets wait in Crouds one's Call 5 
" Still to be envied, to whom this is giv'n — 321 
*« YcGods! how nearly Earth refembles Heav'n! 

« Ah, fickle Females ! how fliall I difplay ' 
" The Revolutions of one female Day ? 

P 2 « Such- 
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" Such mumVous Changes in one Hour abound, 
" Such the Succeflion in a Moment found, 
** When balanced Paflions their fhort Reign di- 
vide, 
" And Vanity and Love by Turns fubfide/' 

Thus pafs'd the doubtful Day the fault*ring 
Dame, 331 

Till in Love's fav'riteHour Myrtillo came. 
His radiant Buckles now their Charms difplay, 
And fet in Sable, fhine profufely gay. 
But when he danc'd, fhe gaz'd with rapturM Eyes, 
And raptur'd Love unreal Charms fupplies ; 
No longer now unmovM fhe flights his Pains, 
But ev'ry Look her yielding Soul explains. 
Each tender Glance her fluttering Heart alarms, 
Each Adion fires her, and each Motion charms. 
This erring Nymphs an Air, a Grace may call — 
Oh, blind to Truth L— The Brilliant forms it all* 

340 

* This was written before the Stiuf-Box^ at the Time 
I lived at Harborough^ perhaps about the Year 1734, and 
has a more fimple Plan than the other 5 but hag little or 
nothing to recommend it beiides. W. Shenstone. 



LET- 
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LETTER XLV. 

Mrs, to Mr. HuLt. 

PERMIT me, Sir, to affurc you, that to 
. me your Manner of receiving what I 
thought only a due Acknowledgment to your 
difinterefted Friendfhip, more than even ac- 
quits a real Obligation, as well as gives me 
a fincere Pleafure in reflefting, that what I 
efteem'd is at laft in the Hands of one who 
will equally value its intrinfjc Worth, and is 
fo much more capable of introducing it pro- 
perly to the public Infpeftion ; fuch I imagine 
is your Intention, and ! moll willingly receive 
the Favour you offer, of letting me know 
your Determination 5 for why may I not look 
upon the Friend of a Gentleman, whofe Me- 
mory* I efteem, in the Number of my own ? 
Give me leave fo to do, and as fuch to pre- 
fent the Compliments of the Seafon to you 
and Mrs. Hull, and cordial Wilhes for your 
feeing many happy Returns. 

P 3 The 
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The Manner of the Diamond is fimilar to 
the Poem you mention ;* but if I may, without 
expofing my Judgment, fpeak the Truth, I give 
the former the Preference, even againft Pope, 
and this becaufe I think there is greater Deli- 
cacy of Sentiment : but what elfe could be ex- 
pelled from a Mind, the Charafterillics of which 
were refined Senfibility, and unbounded Bene^ 
volence ? Though, as I cannot exprefs more than 
I believe you think, I will ftop my Pen, by 
faying, that I truft you will allow your owa 
Wilh, relative to the Snuff-Box^ as a Plea for 
my fo foon troubling you with another Letter, 
and that I remain, with due Refpeft, 

Sib, 
Your obliged an4 obedient humble Servant, 



Monday Night, Jan. i6, 1775. 

^ Pqpe'i Rafe oftbeLpci^ 

p. s. 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



3ELECT LETTERS. 215 

F. S. I thank ygu for ;he tjvo Infcrjptions ^ 
to the Mempry of pur ^amiable Friend. They 
woyld have been agreeable Companions to fome 
of the fame Turn already printed at the End 
of his Works, byJMr. Dodsley. That which 
was wrote by Cunningham is poflefled of 
genuine Elegance and Senfibility. I dare fay 
you think fo. Thofe you have fent, afFe<^ 
me in the ifame Manner \ particularly the Profe- 
Tribute, which you tell me came from a fe- 
male Pen. I think I can guefs the Writer, 
and would, when next I fee her, challenge a 
Confeflion, were 1 fure I could do it without 
wounding her Delicacy of Feeling. 

The Elegy I alfo admire much. The 
Thoughts of the Author are equally tender 
and benevolent with thofe of the; Friend, v^hofc 
Memory he To* pathetically laments. The laft 
Lines of the fecond Stanza particularly pleafc 
jne.' 



P 4 IN. 
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INSCRIPTION 

Alluded to in the foregoing Letten 



On the left Side 

of the fole Building I can call my own 

is confecrated 

a MdYiument 

to the Memory of 

the beloved and lamented 

WILLIAM SHENSTONE. 

'Tis form'd fomething like an Urn, 

and of a Subftance fo foft, 

that all his Virtues 

were with Eafe engraven on it, 

yet fo tenacious, 

they never can be eras'd : 

It is infcrib'd, with AfFedion and Refpeft,. 

for the gentle and elegant Qualities 

of which he was 

the h^ppy PoiBcfloir; 

and ftampt with the deeped Gratitude, 

for the Honour he kad conferred, 
\)y his kind and condefcending Notice, 

on the ^ 

/i&^r^^-dignified Owner. 

M. M— , 
ELEQY 
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ELEGY 

Referred to in the foregoing Poftfcript^ 



WHEN Mufic awakens the Grove, 

Soft-breathing the paftoral Note, 
Ye Shepherds, who know how to love. 

Be CoRYDON never forgot! 
Of Swains the mod tender and kind. 

Now low in the Duft is he laid — 
Ye, who knew not his elegant Mind, 

Ah, me ! — What a Lofs have ye had ! 

Hiis Feelings were mild as the Air, , 

That pants on the Bofom of May ; 
His Truth as the Sun-Beam was clear. 

And his Heart was as open as Day: 
When a neighbouring Swain was in Grief, 

His Wants he would gladly fupply; 
If his Acres dcny'd the Relief, 

Like hitn woi^ld he fadden and figh. 

His Verfe was the Pride of the Grove, 
His Song to the Valley was dear. 

And the Shepherd, who knows how to Love, 
Still hallows his N.ame with ^ Te^r, 

When 
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When the Village is folded in Sleep, 
And Midnight invelopes the Skies, 
The Mufes ftill clufter, ftili weep. 
O'er the Turf where our Corydon lies. 



LETTER XLVL 
^R. G , Efq, to Mr. Hull. 

Dear, &fr. 

I Received your Letter, . and it has aftonifhed 
me, that you can be in the leaft Degree 
hurt by the Opinion of narrow Minds. With 
Regard to the Grievance you complain of; let 
it be always a Matter of Confolation to you, 
that the illiberal Treatjment Adors may fome- 
times meet with, on Account of their Profeffion, 
can never proceed from any but illiberal Minds 5 
'tis the Ccnfurers themfelves who become Objefts 
of Contempt, when they would render you fo, 
from that Cotifideratinn merely : and this Reflec- 
tion ought therefore to make you as indifferent 
to fuch Iniftances of Ignorance and lU-brced- 
I ' ing. 
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jng, as you would be to a Billingfgate Scold, 
or a St. Giks^ Abufc. 

An Aftor is a refpeftablc Charafter, while ^ 

he properly confiders, and endeavours to preferve 
the original Defign of his ProfeflioQ 5 and I have 
ever been of Opinion, and am convinced of the 
Triith of the Maxim, that afting fhould unquef- 
tionably be accepted among the Liberal Arts, 
even with this Advantage over Poetry and Pain» 
ting, that it fuperadds Example to Document and 
Delight* *Tis the living Morale while the others 
iare but the dead Letter. The Stage is a School, 
and may be an. ufeful one too — As fuch it was 
patronized and chcrifhcd by the wifeft and mod 
virtuous States of Greece and Rome ; and it has 
been the Fault of Managers, not of ^ftors, when- 
ever Theatres have ceafed to afford cither Pre- 
cept or Example. 

There are fo many Requifites cf Talents, 
Affiduity, and Perfon, to form a complete 
Aftor, that even a moderate Degree of Ex- 
cellence fhould be deemed fufficient Merit to 
entitle a Performer to the public Favour and 
indulgence: to which, if an honeft, decent 

and 
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and unexceptionable Repute be joined, I can 
* fee no Sort of Reafon, in the Nature or Di- 
ftinftion of Things, why the Sock and Bufkin 
Ihould not be admitted ad eundem with the 
Coif and Cowl ; fo that it muft be the per- 
fonal Charaftcr, and not the Drafnatis Perfon^e^ 
that can ever debafe your Profeffion ; in which 
Predicarnent, both the Parfon and the Lawyer 
ftand equally with you. 

But, indeed, the World, that illiberal Part of 
it which you hint at, are apt to confider us Au* 
thors, alfo, in the fame inferior Light they do 
A<5lors. I remember a Friend of mine, fome- 
time ago. Was call off by his Father, for having 
publifhed a very ingenious Poem, while he 
was a Student at the Temple ; and another 
Acquaintance was fevercly reproved by his Re- 
lations, for having married a Lady, qvery other 
Way worthy of his Choice, becaufe Jhe bad 
wrUun a Book. 

Such curious Cenfors, I fuppofe, would de- 
fpife the Meannefs of my Spirit now, if I 
fhould declare to them, that I would rather 
have been Homer or Virgil, than Alex* 

ANDER 
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ANDER or Augustus ; and Rosgius the Ac- 
tor, than the Tribune of the fame Name; 
though the latter was a Sort of Manager^ as 
may be proved by his having friamed the Lex 
Rofcia^ for the Regulation of the Theatre at 
Rome. ButMt might poffibly reconcile them 
to me again, if I fliould confefs this common 
Foible of human Nature, at the fame Time, 
that fond as I am of Fame, I would yet rather 
be even what I &m myfclf now^ than the beft 
of them all then. This is fome Sort of Qua* 
lification to the former Sentiment. 

I fhali here conclude my Letter to you, 
with intreating, that you will continue to de- 
feat the Malice of fuch ignorant Cenfors, by an 
uniforrii Attention to the Spirit and Utility of 
that jy^alk in Life, which either Fortune, or 
your own Choice, has led you into. Elevate 
your Creft ; take Siciyyi; tra^ J BJ®*, for your 
Motto, and ftudy the following Lines, which 
this Subjeft has juft brought to my Mind. 

Pro Libitu imponunt peragendas Numina Partem. 
Tu fulchre peragas ; cat era mitte Deo. 

Si 
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SreSle traSIcs^ Laus eft tra£lare fecundas% 

Sunma etiam parvis gloria Rebus ineft. 
Explodam^ Ci«^§AR, male ft mandata loqueris^ 

Atgue idem flaudam^ fi bene Pavds agiu 
£f vitam duHtamus adbuc extender e faSiis ! 

Tu meritis^ Ji non Tempore^ vive diu. 
Ni f acinus dignum tarn Longo admijferis JSva^ 

Diceturj Nestor., vel tua Vita brevis. 
^andocunfue exis^ ftt Cur a exire decenter^ 

Et plaufu exaSIum Turba coronet Opus. 

Unde' kessio* 

Farewel — ^Defpife low-minded Ccnfurers, The 
Drama fubfifts for the Propagation and Im- 
provement of moral Virtue. Wife Men know 
this. Your Profeffion has to you anfwered 
the deareft and beft Purpofes — (You know 
whereto I allude) — Be grateful for the Bene- 
fits, and do not let Fools put you out of 
Conceit with ic 

Yours affcftionately,. 

LET. 
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LETTER XLVIi* 
— — to Mrs. S— — *•» 

P^ce^ Off. lo. 

WHEN I underwent the painful Cere- 
mony of taking Leave of the worthy 
Family I have left with lb much Regret, I 
reniember you charged me to write as foon 
as I fhould reach this Place; I accordingly 
begin my Tafk, and am very happy to have 
an Opportunity of writing t9 you a good 
long Letter, without the Expence of Poft^, ' 
which I have not the Vanity to fuppofc my 
Epiftles dcferve ; I fend this by a pretty Sort 
of Man, whofc Name is — — , and who, I 
fhould fuppofe, has fome ftrong Attachment 
in your County, which induces him to take fo 
long a Journisy at this rude Seafon of the Year. 

Wt ^ere very fortunate in Weather, and 
found the Roads as good as the Nature of the 

* This Letter (like fome others in this Colle6kion) is 
purpofely mifplaced in Point of Date, in order to connect 
t.atter rather than Periods, 

Country 
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Country will pillow them to be. Some Parts 
of Savey are frightfully wild and dreary, other 
Parts very romantic and beautiful. I was vaft- 
ly amuied with the Mannef of croiSng Mount 
Cenis : the Chairs we are carried in, or rather 
offj refemble ^ good deal a Cbine/e Palanquin, 
only they want a Canopy over them ; the 
Chairmen are certainly the beft in the World, 
or it would be both dangerous and frightful; 
it fecms to me, that they have the Strength 
of Mules, and the Agility of Goats, for they 
run down the Precipices, and bound froai 
Rock to Rock, in a moft aftonifhing Manner. 
The Afcent of the Mountain is three Miles^ 
on the Side of Savoy^ the Plain on the Top, 
fix Miles in Length, and the Defcent on the 
Turin Side, fix Miles more ; we had four Men 
to each of the Ladies' Chairs, and fix to the 
Gentlemen's, and after carrying us thefe fifteen 
dreadful Miles, they were quite delighted that 
our Party took them on Yrom Novakfe (a finall 
Town at the Foot of Mount Cents) to Sufa^ 
which is nine Miles fiirther, and they carried 
us the laft three Leagues in an Hour and a 
Half, laughing and jelling with each other all 
the Way, as if they had been doing a Thing 

^nerely 
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facrcly for Sport and Amtifement ; fo yoii fee, 
how vifible the Goodnefs of Providence is to 
all Creatures ; thefe poor Souls, who fpeqd all 
their Lives in the utmoft Indigence^ and in- 
habit a Country that feems only fit for Sa- 
vages, if they are denied the Luxuries of 
Life, are amply repaid in the Enjoyment of 
a double Portion of Health and Strength. 

We ftqfiped. a few Days at LyenSy Turin^ 
jMitan and Ferena^ and faw every Thing wor- 
thy a Stranger's Curiofity, in each of thefe 
j&nc Cities; nothing amufed me more, than 
feeing a Parcel of Jngels walking about the 
Streets of Milan ; they were fine Cherry- cheeked 
^o]^s, ready drcfled for a grand Proceflion that 
was preparing for the Day following, in Ho- 
nour of the nrgin Mary*s Birth-Day. Fenice 
is -a very magnificent Place, and poffefles the 
Gharm of Novelty in a much higher Degree 
than any of the other Places I have named; 
'tis impoffible to give a ftronger Idea of it, 
'tis in a Stile fo peculiar to itfelf. The Mafic- 
ing is begun, which is extremely entertaining : 
I fhould be cxceffively happy to pop in amongft 
your dear Society fomc Day, when you are ail 

Vol. IL Q^ aflembled; 
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tflfembkd ; I aflure ycu, it would be no fmafl 
Surprize ta fee mc in la Venciian Drefs^ 'n 
confifts of a long black filk Cloaks called here 
a "Tabora; a Baouta, wliich is oiade of bhck 
Lace, three Quarters of a Yard long, and 
iive Times as wide, and hangs aboijt the Should 
ders like a Petticoat \ it has a Hood to it, which, 
when you chopfe to be con^eakd, covers the 
bottom Part of the Face to the upper Lip, 
the reft is hid by a white Maik, and the 
Women wear or their Heads a Man's Hat 
imaftly cocked •, the Venetian Women, who 
are rather mafculine in theilr Manner, look 
ftill more fo in this Dreis. 

Whe have had the — — -~~ keit 
for ten Days, wluch made the Town ^ aKves 
1 win defcribe to yqu one of the Eneertain-* 
fnents made for him, and that will fenre as 
a Specimen of all tiie reft, ' Our Et^l^ He- 
fident had not then got into his Palace, (as it 
is juftly called, being a noUe one) fo ritat he 
could not make any Entertainments for the' 
^ but I partook fome excellent Mufic 
one Morning in a private Manner, which he 
icemed to enjoy the more for being fo. The 

Night 
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Kigbt after — ^-^^ — * ^--••s Arrival, Count 

>■ t y the • ■ ■ Ambaflador, invited 

aU thp Jl^ngiijhf the foreign Nobility that don*t 
bclwg.to Veffice^ and all the foreign Minifters, 
tp a magnificent Supper. The Ambaffadrefs 
jte^eived hter Gucfts with mingled Grace and 
Dignity \ Ibe is really a fine Woman, and her 
Beauty was heightened by all the Elegance of 
Dfffs, ,Spon. after the Company were aflem- 
bled| a mo(lf delightful Serenade began upon 
the Water, which wa^ not only delightful to 
the Ear, but formed a very beautiful Objedb 
Cp the Sighti for the Mufieians were placed in 
a large open Barge finely illuipinated •, the Har- 
tnony drew around them an infinite Number 
of Gondolas belonging to the noble Vemtians^ 
vf\p could no ofherwifc partake of this Feaft ; 
£>r , by their Laws they are fecluded from all 
Coipmcrce w^h Strapgers^ that are in a public 
Charafter, .^t proper Intervals of the Mufic, 
all Sorts of Refrelhments of Ices, Fruits, Sweet- 
mcatSy Lemonades, i^c. ^c. were prefented to 
the Company, who, when they had liftened to 
the Serenade for fp.me Time, changed the Scene, 
cither fat down to Cards, or formed little chat- 
ling Parties. When ,the Card-Tables broke 

0.2 up. 
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up, a very elegant Concert, compofcd of A 
few choice Pieces of Mufic, perfornicd by the 
very beft Hands, agreeably filled up Time, 
till a mod magnificent Supper was ferved. 
When the Company fofc from Table, Coffee 
n^as brought, which is the Cuilom here after 
Supper, as well as after Dinner; when this 
was over, a fuperb Barge attended, in which 

<— ^ — , and all the Ladies, and a fuitable 

Number of Gentlemen were placed, and rowed 
to St, Mark*s (which is the only public Place 
here for walking) followed by the Mufic, the 
reft of the Company in their Gondolas, and 
thofc of the noble FenetianS which the Harmony 
had attrafted. After walking for Ibme Time 
to enjo/ the cool Air, the Company retired 
to a very elegant Apartment, which the Am- 
baffadrefs has on the Place of St. Markj where 
fhe receives her Company, when fhc chufes to be 
ih private. When we had chatted here for Half 
an Hour, it was found to be a proper Time to 
retire, as ir was thtee o*Clock in the Morning ; 
and fo ended this agreeable Even, every Part' 
of which was employed in fome innocent Amufe- 
ment, without any Thing being hurried or con- 
fui^. I have been the more particular in this 

Ac- 
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Account, that you may le^, my gopd FficpcH 
that Tafte and Elegance is no more wanting 
in Fenice^ than it is in the gay Metropolia c^ 

* 

I hope you will foon indulge me with a 
Letter, and that it will bring me a good 
Account of yourfelf, and every worthy Indi- 
vidual of our Friends ir> Friendftiip affembled j 

I long to hear that gpod Mrs. is. well 

re-eftabliftied in her Health; Ihe is a worthy 
Soul, and one cannot help wifliing fuch People 
to live for ever. I hope, my dear Friend, 
though fuch a cruel Diflance divides us, thap 
I am not eflreemed ^e lel^t or Icfs remeni,- 
bered, than if I wa$ with you ; I find the 
hmc Warmth of AffeAion towards all our 
Fr>ends, as if I were not abfent, therefore b^g 
you will give my beft Affe<ftion§, 

I went the other Day to fee the Ceremony 
of a Nun taking the laft Veil, and 'tis very 
awful and melancholy. I will defcribe it to 
you as concifely as poffible, Firft, the divine 
Service is performed with very fine Mufic, both 
• Q^i vocal 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



«30 SELECT LETTERS. 

vocal and inftrumcntal, in the Church of tli« 
Convent ^ then a little Door is opened in the 
Orate of the private Chapel, before which th* 
Nun is feated on a Chair of Sute under a 
Canopy, with a Prayer-Bopk in her Hand, 
till the Service is finifhed j ftie then cohi^ 
forward, and kneeling at the Grate, repeats to 
a Prieft the Vows of the Order, and promiilc^ 
Obedience to the Abbefsj fhe then rifesj and 
jthe Nuns take off her white \^eil, and* pi* on 
a. black one, after which (he kneels^ and 6ys 
fome prayers ; then fix of the Sifters advance, 
and hold over her a purple Pall, whilft Part of 
the Funeral-Service is read, during which Tinac 
Ihe is fuppofed to be 4ea4} they then tako 
away the plirple Cloth, and the Abbefe places 
on her Head a Crown richly ornamented with 
Jewels, to iignify that fhe dies to the World 
and rifes agaii? to 'Glory ; fhe then rec^ve* 
from the Prieft a Tablet, with the Rules of 
fhe Order, which fhe reads over and kiffesj 
then, with the Tablet in one Hand, and a lon^ 
Wax Taper, ornamented with Wreaths of Flo^ 
wers, in the other, fhe walks flowly round the 
phapeU followed by the refl of the Nuns, and 
depoGts the Tablet on the Altar. Th|^s ends 

iKe 
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the melancholy Ceremony. This young Lady 
was very pretty, and not above fcventcen ; we 
idl thought fhe had an Appearance of great 
Conftraint in her Chfarfulnefe •, but we were 
afliired, it was entirely her Choice, that fhc 
had a large Fortune^ had buried her Father, 
and was Miftrels of herfelf; perhaps it may 
be the Tafte of the Family, for another Sif- 
ter profefled \3& Year in the fame Convent*. 

Though we are fcarce fettled here, I was 
determined I would not lofe fo fair an Op- 
portunity of writing to you, fo hope you will 
excufe fo vile a Scrawl, and believe me, when 
I aflure you, there is nothing more true, than 
that I am, my good and amiable Friend, ever 
moft fincerely and affcftionately yours. 



Ct4 LET- 
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LETTER XLY«L 

r — rr tO MrSs S— — . 

i^nicey Dec. 25. 

MAY every Blefling of this chearful Sea-? 
, fon await you, and every Individual of 
the happy Family and Friends yoq are with! 
May your Pleafvres be unmixed with Pain, 
and your Years numerous and happy ! — ^Re- 
ceive thefe fervent Wifhes of an exiled Mem- 
ber of your worthy Society, and be aflured, 
that though you are all abfent from my Sight, 
you are ever prefent to my Mind. I wrote 
you a long Letter, near threie Months ago, 
by. a jyekb Gendcman, who aiTured me, he 
Ihould be in your Part of the World as feon 
as the Poft ; when, to my Surprize, three Weeks 
ago, I heard of his being at Turin^ where he 
will ftay the Winter ; therefore, as I am quite 
in the Dark, in regard to the Fate of my 
uFifortunate Bpiftle, I could not be eafy till 

I had 
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I had agam fet Pen to Paper, to, requeft yott 
livHl .all continue tp love me a$ I do you^ 
which I affurc you is with undijninilhed Truthw 
I believe I told you ih my laft, 'ho# to for- 
ward a Letter ta me^; bUt for fear you have 
incver received it, I ^11 repeat it: ifyoucatt 
feri4 if ^ wy Friend in Lotidofl^ and get them 
to forward it by - the^ -Penny-Poft to — •s-i 






You^ old A^quabtance, Dr. T*— -r-, hai 
,foeen bei:e fome Time \ and though be feeft 
a thoufand Mpdes which we know to be very 
difguftful to his ftri£k Principles. of Decorum 
and Propriety, he pipferves tte iame Tran*^ 
quillty of Temper as ufuaK His Benevolence 
of He^rt can never leave him. He has formed 
•a Kind of Intimacy with a yoimg Countryman 
pf his, whofe Father lives in the fame County 
where the Doftor's Eftate lies. On this Foun- 
dation alone, he affumes a Sort of parental 
Authority over the young Traveller, advifes 
and reproves him : but then you know his 
fanner ^ his Advices are but foft Solicitations, 

and 
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and Kb Reproofs but frichdlf Admonhiohs* 
l^ow delightful to behold» in a Mtn «f hit 
adhranced Tears^ foch a 63k Concern, and fea^ 
dy Allowance, fbr the ITaitings tf Yomh f He 
£qr6, the Youth has too itrong a Tutn £ir 
Dtii^atton \ but thefc are Qipilities which well 
de&rve a Friend^s Endeavoura to rttlidm him^ 
How-unlihe isheao«-> — — — .— 



I am become wonderfully fond of the maf- 
quing CMfil, Mid am. told, I wear it juft as 
well a$ ^Vmtitian i 'tis-4liet mi^ comfortabi^, 
Warm, Walking-I>refs that can be coiiGcived^ 
I hare Jc^ Houfi thefe laft nine Days, bo* 
i^aiife it was pBofaibitedy bni to*morrow Ma^ 
<|iiifig be^s again, and continuas ^U Lent 
I am told we had an fiavthqus^e, but, thank 
.<2Pod, I did n« peccelve it : litioe litat^ theie 
-had been very tempcftuoua Weather, and vio- 
Jent Sabtir and Rain, which, add^ to a high 
.Tide, overflowed all the Canals, and I tan^t 
;but fay, at that Time,^ Venice gwt tM. ^ ^roilg 
Idea of die univerfa) I>liige, 

A There 
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There ;iave- been four Theatres open till 
within thcfer nme Days^ and I am tdd^ in. the 
Carnivil there wiH b&nok^ tbanievm. The 
cotmc Opera was verjr plcafingt in Point of 
Mu(ic, and ^b^^^ otnided 1 imt the feriou* 
Opera nobody cookl bear» tbtMg^ -^ ■ ■■ > ■ - 

fung in it, and » ■■ *- ^" .who m Dcckoncd 

one of the bcft tenor Voices, . if not the very; 
beft> now living. By this you will percqvcj 
how the Eftgli/b and Ilalian T^e for Mufic 
differs 5 though I mUft fay, I believe the great- 
cft Admirers of — -^--..-^ Would ajlow hr is 
«mch altered for the worfc ; for my own Partis 
had I not remembered his Pcrlbii^ I Ibouki 
not have had tke kaft Recoikdfon of him froa> 
his Voice. The Theatre, he parfoni»d at, was 
cndrely fitfted up with Glafs,;^ both the Stagq 
and aU the Boxes, whicfa^ when well lighted, 
liad a fine Efioft* There was a Change of 
the Scenes for one pf the Danc«, that was,^ 
I think, one of the moft beautiful Things I 
ever behekk 

The lialian Comedy docs not delight- me 
much, for I do not undcrftand the Language 

weU 
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well enough yet, to be amufed with the Bon* 
mots of Harlequin, and to laugh at him 
becaufe he has a black Face, and at Pan^ 
TAiooN, merely for having a long Beard ; it 
is not what I feel myfclf much difpofcd to 
do. I underftand the Italian Tragedies better 
than the Comedies, but I find the A<5tors in* 
finitely below ours. I intend to be very ftu-. 
dious, and when all the Family are gadding 
to the Opera and the Play, I (hall fit at hpma 
and drudge at the ItaRan^ 

■ We have, at prefent, a fecond Edition of 

the ^— n, who has been at Ve^ 

ftke a Week, but on Monday next he leaves 
us entirely. This Time he has fpent moft 
of his leifure Hours with our Refidcnt, and 
cxpreflcs great Pleafure in being received on 
an intinwite and eafy Footing; he is really 
a very fenfible and agreeable Man, and, as far 
as can be judged from outward Appearance, 
is very amiable : he has with him two young 
German Barons, who are alfo very pretty Kind 
pf Men, and fpeak Englijh fo weli^ that it i§ 
^ Comfort to hear them. 

I am 
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t am obliged to you for the Anecdote re- 
lating to -^ — — ^ — - — — 



The Variety of . different Character?, ftom 
difierent Nations, which we meet here, is be- 
yond Belief aftonilhing ; a defcriptive Satiriflf 
might find great £mpl03rflient9 and entertain 
yoii highly. You know I am not foi>d ^ 
Satire ; but I will endeavour, in plain G>lourS|i 
to paint one Charaftcr, bccaufe very Angular, 
it is that of — ^ — i — — — ;• 



Wc 
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We nuj give oor^lvcs what Airs we ^l&fe 
ftbout our EngUJh Liberty, b»t foF ihe LsSiif 
haly is tmdoubtedly the-Land ef pcifea Free* 
dom ^ to ftU puUic Fkces, they cot^buitly ^ 
m-Pairs,- wirix their Cavalier-^SenfenteSf^-Md p^ic* 
me much- in Mind' of the ^ean zni^ umlemf 
Bcafts going into- the Ark. Vfk^t wewld be*- 
come of the Reputation erf a miferable EngUfi 
Woman, if flic waJ to go to the' May with' a 
Man iete'd-tinf And yet thac i$ conftandy 
done here wkfaoat Imputation of Wrong— lit 
ibMt, if a Woman has any Mind to be wicked^ 
Vtnki feems to be the lait Phce in the WoHd[ 
t» gire her better Sentiments^ 

How delighted fhouW I be to furptize the 
dear Society, ibmc Night ot -^er^ :whcn yo» 
arc over your fober Game of Quadrille^ » 
my white Mafque and Man V Hat j you ha?fe 
IKT Notiofi with what an Air 1 ha¥# iearw 
to put It -over -my right Eye# -h wiU-not de- 
^ir but' that we may again meet.* iiappi^ 
i»nder thac hofpiiable Roof, wliore ior i:xBDC 
Weeks, in the Enjoyment of fuch friendly^ 

Con- 
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Gonver&don, I tafted fo much coJ Happine& 
and Feacr, 

I did not knov^ befoce I Kad tht imlanctko^ 
ly E3fecki¥:c of k^ how vary uidbcnc and 
painfi}} a l^ed it i», tx> be io v^ry far from 
thoTc we truly rtg^d^ Adiev ( opy dear Friends, 
may Heaven ih^wer t^oa you all its choiceft 
Blefiings^ i$ the fmcere and conftant Prayer 
^f your ever faithful aod afie&ionats 



BETTER XUX, 

Dr. A J to Mr, Hull. 

THE only Taflt you enjomed me on lea- 
ving England^ is, perhaps, the moft dif* 
ficmlt you could have exaAed fron> me 5 never-^ 
thdefs, I am refolv«d to attempt ic ;* for, how- 
aver you may be difappointed in my Pcrfor- 
ij[unce, I ihaU, at Ic^ft, have the Satisfa&ion 

of 
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of prpying, that 1 chearf ully obey any RequdB 
of yours, and, though furrounded with DiffiGwl^ 
ties, I enter upon the Performance of my Pro- 
mife with Courage % well knowing, from the 
Candour of ydur Difpofition, that you will ac- 
cept of an earneft Dcfirc on my Part to gra* 
lify your laudable Curiofity, in Lieu of greater 
Abllitiesr for fuch an tJndertaking. 

I' am not furprifed, that a Perfon of ypuu 
fpeculative Turn (hould feel an earneft Defire 
to be made acquainted with fomc Particulars 
relative to the wife and complicated Govern- 
ment of the Republic of Verne \ it juftly mcri»^ 
the Attention of the fenfible and curious Part 
of Mankind, were it only to difcover by what 
Means it has been pfeferved nearly m the fame 
State, for fuch a Number of Agesj but it is 
hardly pofiible to arrive with Certainty at this 
Knowledge % for there is no Subjeft the Vene-' 
tjans are fo tenacious of convepfing upon a» 
Politicks, profound Secrecy being the great 
Engine on which this very fingular Govern-* 
0^nt turns. I find one muft not depend too 
much on the Accounts of thofe who havo 
written upon the Subjeft, for after allowing 

the 
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ifee utrtofl: ta their Integrity and Induftry, 
tley muft have been often liable ta Mifinfor* 
mai5on§ befides the unavoidable Change that 
Tmfe naturally produces in all fublunary 
Things. I have now lying before me a Hi- 
ftory of the R^j[)ilbii<v by Amelot de tA 
HotrssAi, one by St; Disdier, ' and another 
by the* Abbe'e La^ioier, of a niuch later 
Batev and I (hall freely tranfcribe from thefe 
Authors, in z^ fticcinft a Manner as poffible, 
aU ftick Paflages as coincide with the prefent 
State of Thbgs.: but the moft pleaiing Af- 
fiftant* I promife' myfelf is, Mr. Smith, who 
ltei»* been fettled in this City a great Number 
of Tears, and was formerly the Britijh Con-* 
foi^'hc is nowtctifed ftona Buflnefs, and de- 
trot^ hi3 Time to the Study and Encourage-, 
ment of the polite A«rts, of which' hejs a li-' 
beral Proteftor ; he is, at' prefent, appointed 
ChargS d^ Affaires J by. our Court, till the Am 
rival of Sir James Wright,, who fucceedsf 
the ppefent Arab^k^dof at ConfiuftttPfcpU in the 
itefifdentlhip ,6f Venice. I am forry the new 
Minlfter is not expedfced during, my*Stay here, 
ibii as I am told, he has ipent iome Time in 
tHi» ^Capital, when upon.hwTraY^ Jn a pri-* 
^:^0L. II. R vate 
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vate CharaAer. Under his Aufpices^ I nugbtv 
pcrhapS) with more Eafe, have purfued my 
Refearchcs. Mr. Smith is an. intelligent, fenfi- 
ble Man^ and preferves, in a very advanced 
Age, a Degree of Politenefs, Vivacity and ^ 
Good- Humour, rarely to be niet with, which 
renders hit Converfation as pleating as it isi 
in(tru£tive. This Gentleman is married to the 
Sifter of Mr. Murray, the late Refident, a 
very amiable Woman ; their Houfe is open 
every Evening to the Englijb^ in the nx)!!: eafy, 
agreeable Manner, where I have infinite Plea- 
fure in talking over, in a polite chearful Cir« 
cle^ the Virtu that has engaged my Attention 
in the Morning; but through this Correlpon- 
dence, I fhall not prophane my favourite Sub* 
' jeft, by introducing it with the dry one^ your 
Curiofity has led me to. 

As St. Dispier is my favourite Writer on 
the State of Vemct^ I (hall begin with his 
Account of the Origin <rf this City, but miiA 
firft endeavour to make you. acquainted with 
the Lagunes^ (or Lakes) which I look upon^ 
to be the great Sources of Health and Plea* 
fure, to the Faiftiansj as well as the Means 

by 
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\>y which all their Wants are fupplied ; nothing 
cah be more delicious, thaii the Airings the 
Nobility tzki on thefe Lakes during the Sual« 
tmr Seaibn^ fometimes attended with a Barge 
filled with Muficians^ and often tiie-i-tite with 
their CiciJbtOy in a Gondola^ which is an eafy 
and luxurious Conveyance* The Lagunes are 
formed by a flrong Bahk of Sand^ at the £n^ 
trance of the Gulph, which extends from South 
to Weft about thirty*fix Miles^ and is about: 
fix Hundred Feet in Breadth; the Sea^ ha* 
ving broke through the Bank in (ix dififerenc 
Places^ has covered with Water all the low 
Land for (even ot eight Miles^ leaving a Num- 
ber of fmall Iflands, upon which are built the 
Towns of the Lagufks. The fix Paflages above- 
itientioncd^ are the only Ports by which Vef- 
tch cart approach to Fenici. Firft, that of 
Brondolo^ to the South; fecondly, Chiofa^ (an 
epjfcopal C\xj \) xb\T6\Y^ Malamocco \ fourthly^ 
lidpy (oppofite to the Eaft Point of Venice-,) 
fifthly, Sl Erafmus^ and fixthly, the three 
Ports ; by this laft, only the fmall fiihing Barks 
can paffs. 

R » In 
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- In. the Ypar 407, ^c Gaibs^ Under the Com^ 
imnd of RADACAist/s, .having broke like a 
Torrent into liafy^ pqt all the Inhabitants to 
the Sw6rd, who attempted to oppofe their Fury ^ 
tJ^ People wh6 were fituated near, the Lagunes 
(I have above defcribed) found no Afyliim fo 
fecure as thofe maritime Ifles, the moft Part of 
which were only inhabited by.Fiftiermen: hcrq 
the Fugitives remained in Safety, until the Gei 
neralsjfent by the Emperor -HoiJori us, (haviog 
defeated the Bafbariaris) left the aSrighted Wan* 
dcrers at Liberty to return.to xhe Tgrra Ftrmot 
lo the Year 413,: thc.horriblr Ravages: cQBXi 
mitted.by the ,Pli/fgotbsj under AiiAEicK,:mMfl 
the fame People a fccond Time feck their fgft 
mer Retreat ; and ^s t;hefe: Invaders ftaid longer^ 
iti Ifafy than thofe 1^ by JR^aS^P^aisus, thc^ 
jpugitives began to build theenfelyes. coipforta* 
1^ Habitations on th^fe Ifl^nds.^ The PaJuanSy. 
tp whom thefe Jfles belonged^ }iadi % Port a^ 
that ;of RiaitOy (oow called Feme J • and thct 
Seoatie having refobed to. make Jt: a confidc-i 
rable Place, not only by Way of Afylum fax, 
their Subjefts, but alfo to fecure their Trade 
byl Sea, fcnt, in the Yeii 441, three Confuls, 
who proclaimed it a free Port, fo that in a 

I fhort 
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fliort Time it wis peopled, not only -b)r th^fe 
who^iTttried to the Iflands for Safety, but: by 
many Ihnfoa^ of all Ranfes, ^ho left thb Terra' 
Firjka X6 fcttlp there. The third Undmakihg' 
cff the B^barians, under Attila, King of the 
^«ifi^, threatened -/m/k with total Defolation ; ' 
that Scourge of the Almighty-^ as he was juftly" 
denbniinatcd, Jiavirig caufeci Germartfy France^l 
aftid ^//ei^, td-43c laid Wafte, returned in the 
Teaj* 4^3^ a fecohd Time ihto the laft-named 
Country, and<leftrbyed Ttivia^ Mslah^ Tadua^^ 
Aquile<iy and^ many other great Towns, ' the^ 
miferable "Reftteins of ^hofe liihabitants fifiift- 
cd the I^OjpJkig' not. "only of Riaho; but air 
the other : Ifles of the Lagunes ; and entertaih- * 
iftg'no Hopo of retuiNiihg to their rUiAed Ci- 
ties, they caufed to ' bcC traftfporfcd fi^vti tfce ^ 
Terra FirTna, -Marble^ and^ other M&teriate of 
their demoliflied Palaces I (b ihat, -in the Space' 
o£ about fifty Years, . not only- the Pwpk ^of 
Rank, Ixit-even the^ Artizans,: ^^^re 'Conve- 
niciitly lodged. Eadua^An^zt Ifengtb Teifla^ 
blifhed, and feeing HiaUc 4>ecomc confideribte^^ 
by the Number of its Inhabitants, the Sehate 
thought proper to fcftd'Oonfuls to govern th^ 
People, with fbme Aj^)eiarance of Atitko^iy/. 

R 3 »- 
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bot in Time tke ficb^ft and moft pQwerf\4 
of the lubabiunts of chefe Iflcs goc theinielves 
d^pllU^d Prote^ors pf th^ People^ with the 
Title of Tribuqes. In th^. Yf^ 709, the Tri- 
bunes of the twelve mpft confiderable Iflands 
of ihc Lagunes^ judging it nepeOar^ tp h^ive 
a betfer Form of Qoveri^ment, refolved to com* 
pofe a Repubjic, pnd to yle^ a prpp^ Perfon 
from among themfelvp^ tp be thpjr Chief or 
Prince ; but as thpy knc^r tixcy had np K^hC 
tp ta)ce this Step ^gaipft the WilV of the Pay 
dua^Sy tq whom they w^re indpbted for the 
Place of th^ir Refidpnce, they &nt 141 Ambal- 
fy to the Em.pcfpr Leo, who was Spvereigii 
of the who}e Country, and to Pop; John thu 
Eifth, tQ obtain their Pern)i$on tp eleft a 
Prince, to ^ham th^y gjiye the Titfc of Dogs. 
P-Aotp LvQE A^^^T^n^p Uk firft Duke of 
/v»Vf> was eleded i88 Years after Rialia wa^ 
pTodaitned a free Pprt by the Ta^ua^, Thr$ 
ElccSkion was niade nr EracUa^ a Tcw^ of 
the JUg^ts^ in the Ydk 709 ; at this Place, 
the firft three Doges rdided. Thcfc Princes 
ruled with ^bfolutc Boiwer till 1172, ^ien, 
u|)an the Election of Sebastian Zia^j, the 
Form pf Bovcrnment'bceame dcmocraticiO, and 

4 ^^P* 
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tbntinued fo till 1289, when the Dc^, PietRO 
Gradenioo, found Means to chan^ It to an 
Ariftocracy •, this he efieaed by getting a De- 
cree pafled in the ^arantia Criminalel that' 
all thofe who had compofed the great Council 
for four Years, Ihould be ballotted for in that 
Chamber of Juftice, and fuch of dicm who* 
had twelve Bails in their Favour, and who 
attended the Council on a certain Day, at an 
appointed Hour, ihould have their Names 
ii^ritten in a Book, called // Ulfro iOn^ and' 
that they and their Defcendants ihould form 
the great Council forever. As this Intrigue 
was managed with much Secrecy, none hiad 
Notice to attend, but thofe whom the Doge 
and his Party approved of, or who had Friends 
in the ^drantia. When this chofcn Number 
were affemblcd, at the Ringing of a Bell, the 
Doors were locked, and no iftore fufiered to 
enter. This the Venetians call ^^ H Serrar del 
** Canfiglioj^' and is one of the mod remark* 
able Epochas of their Government : though 
this Step wrefted all Share of the Adminiftra- 
tion out of the Hands of the Citizens, and 
unjuftly deprived fomc Families of their Ti- 
tle to Nobility, yet it was owing to this Event, 
R 4 that 
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that the Republic qilablifhed a mote pei^^s- 
Korm^of Govcrnipent than flic before enjoyed, j 
aiid which* continues, with very little Change, 
to this Day* Bayamonte Tiepoli, the Head 
of ot^^ ;of the mofl: anticnt Families of the 
Republic^ joined the ^irinli and fomc other 
JUuftrious Perfons, in a^ Confpiracy.to facrifice 
the Dogp, to their Refentment, for this Innova- 
tion^ but ^U the Confpirato^s pefiflied in xhA 
Enterprife, and this Attempt only occafioned^ 
freib Begulationsy which mpre fqcurely eft^blifh* 
ed the r new Form of government. . ^ 

< Accept, of thus much, by Way of Intio*.. 
dudion to a Sketch of the prdent State of thc; 
Republic of Ffme^^ and: in my next, I fliall. 
have ,the Honour. to, intpoduce yo;? to Sua 
SERENjTAjthe Dogc,ybut;at.prefent the Pofl^ 
will only allow jcnp Tin>e to aflure.you ho>c^ 
fmcerclyl am- 

Yours, £4?^, (sf^^ 

• , i 

LETV 
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LETTER L. 

Dr. A«— » » Mr, Hw.u 



. , . 4?r/7 9, 1765. 

IPromifed Ui my laft to introduce you to 
the Doge of Fcniee^ find I thi^k you 
rwill agree with me, t^^at his Serenity is a 
very iJlicondfortabk Beingi , Since the Period 
-itf // Serrar M CmJigUa^ his Pow/gr hus ^^ 
•dually dc(;reafed. A Procurator of St. Mark 
is ^generally elefted Prince, who bas fer- 
vcd the Republic in elcpenfive pmbaffies, or 
in the firft Ofiices of the State. Although 
he has the Name <£ Spyeieign, the Power 
f^emains with the Senaqpi and having Jittle 
Influence in the Affairs of the State, great 
Wifdom 13 by |io Means an efTential Recom- 
^mendation to this high Rank; an advanced 
AgP, and eafy Pifpofitiqn, and illuftrious Birth, 
^re the Qualifications chieHy fought for in the 
X>(^; his Children, Grand-Children, andJBro* 
thers are difqualified from holding any confi- 

derable 
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derable Employment conneded with Govern* 
nient during his Reign. His Wife was for? 
merly treated en J^ripcefff^ and crowned with 
great Magnificence, but that Cuftom is now 
exploded} however, flie (till retains the Titlo 
of Do^erijfa. Though the Doge prefides at 
all the Councils, he is only acknowledged Head 
of the Senate, at the Tribunals, and in the 
Palace of St. Mark. He cannot leave the 
City without the previous Leave of his Coun^ 
fellbrs } he is allowed no Marks of Diftin^on 
in his Dreis or Equipage when he makes pri- 
vate Vifits, or leaves the City, except that his 
Family are fuffcrcd to ufe Gold or Silver Lace 
on their Liveries, and in the Ornaments of. 
their Box at the Theatre; and the Ladies 
wear rich coloured Cloaths at publio Feftivals, 
when the Pragmaika obliges the other not^ 
Venetians to appear in black • Upo» public 
Occafions, his Serenity ge;aerally wears a Vcft 
and Ducal Mantle of BrOcadq of Gold or 
Silver, lined with Ermine, a Cap of Crimfon 
Velvet, with a Border of Gold, to reprefent 
the Diadem, and under it a fliort Hood of 
Gauze, and Shoes of Crimfon Damaflc. The 
Sword of State is qarried after thf Prince, and 

at 
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wrtfWf^defid of tli(i'St%ndf^fi(S» (hew ^hctt: 
t^¥»reM*fPtf»<ft ftHod^?^ i^ifoWing Chair, 
lito a^^» Prsftfle, 4to'«»^^S«ft -of Brocade, 
AHffi fiSiafdl^M^ CheTiliKb t<^^«f>tkis Foot on, 
jaiaTa l^gftn'PaBfilli* dfrifeoW^W^ff, arc car- 
ri8d ^liWa' tK®<^g8rffe'to<#fi)lk:%6ccffions, 
2^^l^^^N!iSft^3^e'^>tii!s34lt^'a vras pre- 

P^3«i«Ex?«§l«ETi ^ T-ft»#-M^%eknowledg- 
n«Ae^f^:tli^^P»ltedidH(>iiafi<]]:^v«d from the 
Ite^^llt^ mi!i-'^}ififimi»>^ lh« Emperor 
Fftl]MJ^eK«^te'l5tc8»8i'"BSjc^q5bge has the 
^^l^f'6f^<S»^SBit$(iidia^S«Kfii^Pgnee» but to 
S^ IhiHhit ^'a^ itttaliehDd'to his Perfcn 
slR>al}«5fi»iBifft!CWI-8 f ulJ>''fha*»' 'in ' his Abfcnce 
il|?*i«i|reA^gi^ DolJ^f 'Though all Dif- , 
pixd^ iifC'writt#«.ih thcKartif of the Prince, 
{|hid the Anfwers «ddTCfled "to him, yet he can. 
luk open them without the Members of the Col- 
tfg^ being {ftiefent, whereas they can open, and 
0(rcif'Mjfwer tljcm, without his being prefent % and 
to (heiv that his Pcjwcr and Influenpe is merely 
Irwiginary, the Senate neij^y propofe ^ny Quef- 
tjon, or tj^ ^ny Refplyti^p, till he and his 
CbunfeUors are withdrawn •, they theq examine 
^ Affairs lender "Pcbat^ take the ^dvice of 

?h9 
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die 9avs and prepare their: Delifceraitiofts i« 
Writ"*gi: to be earned t6 the firft Meeting/ 
of ^ the Senate,: ^vhtm the D^oge ai^d lits Cduti* 
iSton aite prefentt, who have a Voice flo ap^jr^ 
prove or difapprove. in.conimbn with theJother. 
Senators. The Vmetum Moi^yC bears the Name: 
of -die Doge, and was formerly' ftamped as* 
his Coio; whea ithc' Power of die Pritite was^ 
ab&lutvv^^dC: prelenc is fubftitutcd the Figur^ 
of^rMab in . the Ducal Habit: on ^is KlieH' 
before . St. '^Matkl to (hew ^ that the Doge, is 
fiib^eft to the RcpublW, of wh^ch St. Mitk 
IS th«? rtiercJglypliir. The lActfmc of the Princd 
iffourteen dWufoatlDecats^/tfr Ahnum^ (which- 
amounti to about two thoufand Pounds ft^r- 
ling) to maintaiti his Fanniily; and to defraf • 
the Expcncc of treating the Scignory four- 
Times a Year. The foreign AmbalTadors, wfto' 
have made their public Entry, have a Right: 
to be at. thefe Feafts. The Republic pay ^U 
the Officers . who attend the Prince on pubKc' 
Qecafibns : he has the Power of felling the dif- 
ferent Employments of the Palace, in which, 
ahd collating- the Benefices oF %t/^arky con-' 
"'©ft the principal Emoluments of his Dignity/ 

When 
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. When ^ Doge dies, his 'Bocfy js^ einb^Un^^; 
^nd expofed for three D^ys on a Bed Of Stalie, 
ia an Apartment of the. Palace defined fpr 
^it Furpoie. This ExpQfitiofi is not only. to. 
give the People an O^ortunity to pay the: 
laft Hctf^ours. to their Prince^ bytidfo to giv^ 
tiie S^n^xp TitBt to receive any Gomplai|it« 
againfl; his Adminiftrattan» and to give fata 
Oeditprs Leifvre to make their Demands cfn 
his Heirs, which if they refiife to fatisfy, hc^ 
is deprived of funeral Honours at the Ex-. 
•peiK:e of the: Republic: for this Reafon,. on: 
the Death of .a Doge, three iDquifitors^ are^ 
appointed to fearch into his paft Condddlr, to 
hear all Complaints, and to fatisfy all Demands' 
at the E^pence of the SiKriSefTion. The No^ 
bles who affift at the Foncralv are drefied in 
Scarlet' Robes,, to Ihcw thai-it is hot the Go- 
vernment jo£ the Prince, that icauffts the Hap- 
pincfl- of/ the State, tod that the Republic 
bdng free, ought not to Ihew any Marks of 
Affli^ion at his Deathl. The Obfequies ue 
no Jooncr over, .than all the Nobles, who arc 
aiore than, thirty Yeavs: (^ Age, alftmble ia 
fihe great Council-Chamber^ and eleft-five Gor* 
. ;. rectors, 
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rcftors, who M%e^thf,Bof»l^pOf ^^1j^ t^^ 
the Doge, on >J»^^ftio5,^f^rs^gi^^b/5r^. 
Thefe fli^^,|rj^^^tt^h^^c .1 J^^&H3^o 8(1^ 

to, or to sct^^jtpj^ Mii^%m^yi^^}r 

State. The Ballotation ujjjgj^i^ 9rfi<^^HH?ni' 
manned with fo much Caution, that it is im^ 
poffiblc^^rt^ TJHRgr ^H6 ?teCg^#f«fc 

which f^^^ MMmffp^mm ^te&o9i^ 

of thft,whj)k5,J^upjtot<i^f^^3^^qj|pi:,Qii^ 
the dwa%^,?p«jcq„v?'^f|jgn|tj^fejyi^^ 

are flmt,u^^^ 5tenP#9nf?& §fv Wb^ 
pot fuff^3^,fe ^^f yrttiyjje ,gle%j,^i» 
over 5 twenty-five of the forty-one Voices xnv^ 
be in Favour of the Perfon that is chofcn¥ 
The firft^'Thin^' required of the Doge is, ta 
fwear to the Obfervancc of the Book of Sta- 
tutes. He then fliews hknfetf to the People^ 
and in going out of the Palaqe for that Pur- 
pofe, pafles through the Chamber in which hi> 
Body is to be expofed after his Death, and 
there he receives from the Grand Chancellor the 
firft Complimtnts on his new Dignity* He 
then gets into a Machine, not unlike a great 
Tub, and two hundred Men, who bdong ta 

the 
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the Arienal, cany him by Turns round the 
Place of St. Mark on their Shoulders. The 
Doge thus leated, one of his Children^ or fom^ 
near Relation, ftands behind him, holding two 
Bafons filled with Money, which he diftributes 
among the Populace. 

Having killed one Prince, and proclaimed 
another, I think I may deceiitly take my Leave 
foiT the prefent; arid Ihould you be as tired 
with reading, as I am with writing, you will 
wifli you had never heard of his Serenity. I 
hope you will think my next more intereftin^ 
which will treat of the difierent G)uncils of 
Ftnke. 

Addio fempre fuo^ &c. 



LET. 
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LETTER Lt 

Dr. A— — to Mr, Hulh. 

HAVING in my laft xiifpatchctf his. Scw->. 
. rky the Doge,. 1 now proceed with Alan 
ctitf ta .give you an Account o£ dae. Cova^/ 
cils, .€£ which^ according: ta AMttbx. d% la^ 
HoussAiBj. there are three principal;,' ttegPMt 
one, wbkh. compreheiids jUI . the NobiHcy >/ 
the College, which gives Audience to .Abo^'k 
bafladors ; and the Prcgadi, which is the Se- 
nate. The Great-Council meets every Sunday 
and Holiday to chufe Magiftrates, which is 
done by Ballotation. The Nobles have no 
Right to enter into it, until they are twenty- 
five Years old, but the Seignory dilpenfc fome* 
times with their being under Age. This AC* 
fembly has a Right of confirming or annulling 
the Decrees of the Senate, and to make or 
repeal Laws. The moft remarkable (landing 
Laws are thcfe, viz, that all Ecclefiaftics arc 

excluded 
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t*cluded frtim every civil Employment and 
public Aflembly, The Nobles cannot arrive 
at the principal Offices, but by Gradation ; 
nor can they hold mqre than one Office at 
once, be it ever fo fmall. Thofe who refufe 
any Employment, are fined two thoufand Du-^ 
cats, and banifhed for two Years from the 
Great Council and Broglio; (this Name they 
give to an Apartment under the Procuraiia 
Nuova^ where the Noblemen meet in a Mor- 
ning; and thofe who are trying to attain any 
Place in the Government, ufe this Opportu- 
nity to folicit the Votes of their Friends for 
their Ballotation in the Great Council.) No 
Ma^ftratc can relign, or leave the City. All 
the Sons of the Nobility have equal Portions : 
if a Daughter has .more than five thoufand ' 
Ducats, (about fix hundred' Pounds fterling) 
fhe receives the Income of the Overplus for her 
own feparate Ufe, and if fhe dies without Chil- 
dren, it returns to her Family. All Subjefts 
of the Republic (the Doge not excepted) pay 
Taxes in' Proportion to their Fortune. The 
Magiftrates in civil Caufes can receive noVi-' 
fits or Recommendation of the Parties, but' 
may in criminal ones, if they are not State 
y^-'"- S Affairs. 
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Affairs. No Nobleman caii enter into Trade* 
Thp Great Council correas all public Errors, 
and redrefles all Grievances impoied by thole 
who ufc their Authority unlawfully, U> that 
.this may be called the firft Tribunal, and the 
Bafis, as well as Support of the Republic, 

To gratify the young Nobility, they admit 
thirty by Lot every Year into the Great Coun* 
cil, who are only twenty Years of Age, and 
allow them the iame Privileges as thofe who 
are twenty-five ; thefe young ones are called 
Barbarinly bccaufe they arc chofen on the 
Day of St.* Barbara. This Aflembly fits 
from eight in the Morning until Noon ; it 
is held in the largeft Room of the Palace: 
at the upper End are raifed Scats, on which 
the Doge and his Counfellors are placed. The 
Chief of the Council of Ten, the Avoga- 
dores and the Cenfors are feated round the 
Hall, upon raifed Benches The Counfellors 
of the Doge can convoke, at Pleafure, the Great 
Council, and for this Purpofe they caufe th^ 
Bells of the principal Churches in the fix Char- 
ters .of the Town to be riing, and at this Sig- 
nal, tlie Nobles attend the Council without 
z ' Arms, 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC 



SELfeCt LETTERS. 259 

Arms^ which they are forbid to- carry there 
tn Pain of Death. 

Wheh'AMELOT DE LA HoiTSSAIE WTOtC hlS 

Hiftbry of the Republic of FenicSy the No- 
bles were computed at five and twenty Hun- 
dred 5 but they now fall veryfhort of that 
Calculation. The Great Council ufually con- 
fifts of about eight hundred, and nearly the 
fame Number is fuppofed to be employed 
in the Provinces, on Embafiies, and other 
public Services; or, for private Reafons, are 
not in a Situation to attend in Council. 



THE COLLEGE, 

*rHE College is formed of twenty-fix Mem- 
bers, viz. The Dqge and his fix Counfellors, 
three of the ^arantia Criminale^ (who arc 
changed every two Months) fix Savi Grandi, 
five of the Savi of the Terra Firma^ and the 
five Savi of Order. The College has the 
Right of aflcmbling the Senate, and pfopo- 
fing what is to be debated therein; but yet 
they miift obey its' Hefolutions, and aft in 

S 2 Con- 
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Concert with it.. At this Tribunal the Majd* 
fty of the' Prince may' be faid to refide, for 
here the Ambaffadors have their Audie;ice, all 
Letters upon foreign Affairs are read, all Me- 
morials are prefented, and all Privileges, ia 
Regard to "Benefices, Prelates, (^c. (^c.^ are* 
pleaded. In Hiort, this is the Committee of 
Ways and Means, where all Bufinefs'is firfl: 
planned, in order to be laid before the Senate, 
for their Concurrence. 



THE SENATE. 

♦ 
THE Senate had formerly the Name of 

Pregadi given to it, becaufe it then ^ never af- 
fembled bilt upon extraordinary Occafions ; and 
the Magiftrates were obliged to requeft, the 
Attendance of the principal Citizens, when any. 
ihiportant Affair required their Advice. " This 
Aflembly;n6w meets every JVednefday and Fri- 
day^ and, upon an Emergency, the Savi for 
the We^k can call aq extraordinary . P^^^^/. 
This Tribunal poflefles all the Authority, of 
the Pvepublicj' for here all Refolutipns con- 
cerning Peace and War are taken, all Leagues 

and 
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and Alliances are made, Ambafladors and alfo 
Officers who have confiderable Rank in the 
Army are nominated, and all Taxes are impored 
according to the Exigency of Affairs. The 
Confultations of the College are here examin- 
ed and determined by a Plurality of Voices. 
This Inftitution in its Commencement was only 
compofed of fixty Senators, called an ordinary 
Pregadi •, but being often obliged, in Cafes 
of Importance, to add to the Number, fixty 
more, were created, called the Junlo : thefe 
hundred and twenty Senators are always No- ' 
blemen of advanced Age and approved Merit. 
The Members of the College, the Council of 
Ten, the ^arantia Crimhtaky the Procurators . 
of St. Marky with moft Part of the Magi- 
ftrates, enter alfo into the Pregadi^ fo that it ' 
now confifts of near three*' hundred Members, 
one Part whereof have a RigHt to vote, the 
reft pgn only hearken and learn the Rules of 
Govprnment, The Doge and "his Counfellors 
are the only P^rfoh$ wHofe Advice can be bal- 
lotted, to prevent thp'Confufion that would 
probably arife from a Diverfity of Opinions, as 
half the Votes muft be in Favour of the Quef- 
tion before it can paft, Thofe who have no 
S 3 Right 
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Right to vote, may harangue and contradift the 
Opinions propofed. The hundred and twenty, 
who compofe the ordinary Pregadi and JuntOj 
arc ballotted every Year in the Great Council, 
fo be changed or continued, as fhall be de- 
termined in the faid Council. The Senate is 
particularly attentive in maintaining Harmony 
among the Noble3 ; well knowing, that a con- 
trary Behaviour might be produftive of fatal 
Confeqqences to the Liberty, of the Country, 
as was formerly the Cafe with Florence and 
Ferona. 



The COUNSELLORS of the DOGE, 

THE Counfellors of the Doge (or more pro- 
perly of the Signory) are fxx in Number, they 
are chofen from amongft the oldeft Senators 
of the firft Rank ; thgugh they ^re Counfelr 
lors for a Year, they only aflift in the CoU 
l^ge eight Months -, the other four Months they 
s ^arantia Criminak^ in the fame 
he Chiefs of that Chamber have 
College during two ^lonths. Thcfe' 
•s have more Power' |:han the Doge j 

their 
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their Employment is two-fold : firft, they are 
obliged to confult with the Doge upon all 
Matters that are to be propofed in the Coun- 
cik, to open all Letters direfted to the Sig- 
ncMry, to recdve Petitions, and to appoint Judges 
ta fettle any Di^te which may arife about 
JurifdtdKonj Md fecondly, to prefide at all 
Councils, and, during an Interregnum^ to dif- 
patch Orders to all the Officers of the State. 
When the Doge is ill, the moft antient of 
the Counfellors reprefent him in the College, 
and at all public Fun^ions : but he is nei- 
ther allowed to fit in the ducal Chair, or 
wear the Habit of the Prince, and is only 
diftinguifbed by a Cap which he never takes 
off, no more than the Doge does his ducal 
Crown. The CguDfellors, whilft in Office, wear 
fcarlet Gowns. 

As I fliall, in my next, introduce you to z 
Tribunal fo awful, that the bare Name makes 
thoufands tremble, I fliall allow myfelf feme 
Relpite for the prefcnt, and endeavour to lofe 
the Idea of thefe dry intricate Subjefts in the 
more pleafing ones of Virtu^ 

S 4 You 
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You will excufe my breaking off thus, whca 
I tcU you, that my Gondola now waits to 
carry me to s: dilUtanii Party, with ^hom I 
am going to examine the famous Marriage of 
Paolo Veronese, at the Convent of Sjc 
George. It fo rarely happens, that our Plca- 
fures in the Enjoyment equal the Vivacity of o|f 
Expeftation, I almoft fear I prpmife n)yfe|f tq3 
much on' this Occafion j but if this . ccj^ebrated 
Piece deferves half the Encomiums ^that aip 
beftowed upon it, my Delight will be ^q^t 
fite: I heartily wilh you could be a Partakst 
of it. * ^ ' ' J ,1 

Fvcwel. 1 . 






LET. 
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L E T T E R LH. 

Pr. A-*-^-^ to 14r. Hull. 

y^r/7 15, 1766; 

IPromiJfcd^ in my laft, ta iiitroduce yoa to 
the moft tremendous Tribunal, that, per* 
b^» <v«r poor Culprits trcmblcd before^ if 
lyC vie^ it in its original State: but I think 
aU th« &Q&ble People, I h&ve converfed with 
in r«wf j> agree, th*t it is fomewhat relwed 
froai its primitive Severity, though ftijl tp be 
dreaded for the Extent of Power the Inqui-> 
fitors of State are entrufted with. 

The IN CLU I SIT I ON. 

THIS Tribunal is compofed of two of the 
Council of Ten, and one of the Counfellors 
of the Doge. As the Affairs that fall under 
the Cognizance thereof are of the utmoft Confer 
quence to the State, depending chiefly upon cer- 
tain Intelligences coUedled by Spies, fo all their 
Proceedings are managed with the deepcfl: Se- 
crecy ^ and, in fofte Cafes, they are obliged 

to 
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to u& Severity, and to punilh Ofienders in a 
very exemplary Manner. The Life of the 
Doge, the Nobks, and all the Subjects of the 
Scate, lie at the Merqr of this Tribunal, pro* 
vided the diree Inquifitors entirely concur in 
Opinbn % and in this Cafe, they are not obliged 
to give an Account of their Adions to any 
one, or even communicate them to the Coun- 
cil of Ten. The Execution of the Sentences 
pronounced by thefe Judges is not lt(s fe« 
cret than their Judgments, except when the 
Crime is of a public Nature : in private Cafes, 
to prevent Exclamations againft fuch feeming 
Severity, as often puniihes with Death an un* 
guarded Expreffion againft fo rigorous a Qo- 
vcrnment, (it is faid) they fend in the Night, 
and have the Offender feized, and pronounce 
his Doom, without any other Ceremony, than 
confronting him with two Witneflcs, if there 
arc any, or elfe, on the bare Report of Spies. 
As many Inconvenicncics have arifcn from this 
defpotic Method of Proceeding, a L.aw has 
been provided, that the Inquifitors (hall not 
put to Death a noble Venetian^ without firft 
hearing his Defence. If a Stranger of any 
Confequencc becomes fufpofted by this Tri- 
bunal, 
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bunal^ hoi jmi{t^^ex|)eA<to)4ofe.hi3f. Papers, and 
recch^dcBIt^1Q^dcr4l ;i&gnc<fc!bji.5^^ qlh? Jnc^ui- 
ficoiSytcreqltktini^lHiii t» iBaFe.<dldoSlaM w;{iiui 

tbei TO^Dcft Bciionr ia^idwDjfiaonliosi/k is for 
this^/i]!te»t,3fihat2>tbe:j%)!06i;jo£>:|he In()Pi0tQi^ 

fcnS^}0 aiHl »ni^«4iQ^,[Mpif?r%fqjj«v^, at 

bbr " of JW^e^nfej^lMrtteK ta enquire into the 
famous CoofiJlrtf^ of TiEpatr : but was fooa 
after made p?rp?tii«lU and. is. now, one of thft 

moft 
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moll rcfpcftablc Tribunals of the Republic j 
it "takes Cognizance of all the criminal Affair? 
among the Nobility, that happen in the City, 
or State of f^(f»/Vf , and judges Crimes 'of lzz4 
Majefte^ and all other attrocious Ofiences. This' 
Council has the Care of the public Tr^qui- 
fity, and dieir Power is as much to ht dreaded 
by the Nobles, as by the common People. The 
Doge and his Counfellors have * a* Right to 
enter this Chamber of Jufticc ; but the ten 
Senators, of whom it is compoftd, have not 
kfs Power in the Abfence of the Doge, than 
when he is prcfent : they are chofen out of dific- 
rent Families, and arcelefted in t!he Great Coun- 
cil every Year; they then" cfea^hrbc' among 
themlelves to be the Head of the Councils j 
thefe rule Week about, and are changed every 
three Months. The Chief" in 'Office receives' 
all Informations from Spies, and reports them 
to his Colleagues, who, upon the Depofition 
of Witnefles', and the Anfwers of the accufed, 
proceed againft them before the Council, where 
the Ofiei\der i? not allowed to plead for him- 
felt pcrfonally, or by Lawyer. The "armed* 
Galley that always lies at St. Mark^i «Place,^ 
and ibme Cannon and Gallics at the Arfenal,* 

are 
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,^re under the Comipand ,of th? CouDcil of 
Ten. T.hey .meet only.jbnce ,a Weelc,/^inlef$ 
Ibaie A8f*air'of Inipprtance 'calls th§m,oftcncr. 
together. 



:A ua;.- ■ .. ; to - 



/The ^AkJMA CRJMINALE. 

. . '^ ■.:.-•!. ••'•:!': ■ •• 

THERE are three Courts of Jufticc, that con-, 
fift each of forty Judges ; the firft of thefe is 
the moft antient Tribunal of the Republic, but 
it has fufFered a great Diminution of Power 
by the Eftabliflimeht of the Council of Ten. 
The forty Judges of the upper Chamber ha^ve 
a Right to vote in the Senate ; and. the three 
Chiefs^ who are Pfefidents, have "Jikewife Seats 
i/i thetoiiege, during thtf two laft Months they 
are in Office; and thfee of the Counfellors of 
the Doge prefide in* the ^arahtia Crimnak^ 
tiie four laft Months'of * tHeit Year, to ftew the 
Gfonnexi6n there is betweeil this Chaniber and 
the College. ' This dfiice fs generally' fijlecl by 
Noblemen Who are hot rich •, they receive thirty" 
Ducats jp^ Month by it, and acquire 'Cfonfi- 
cferation among the Nobility. ' To afrfye at 
this Chamber, * they muft pafs through" the 

other 
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Other j^arantias drOij which ait miich info* 
ribr in Authdmy. Befides thcfc, there art 
ihany other lower Courts of Juliice that take 
Cognizance of mercandk Affairs^ Bankrupt- 
cies, 6?r. fefr. It Is worthy of Obfenration^ 
in this wife and intricate Government, hoW 
all die fotfcfior TribuAats arc interwoven wFth^ 
and, if I niay ufe the Expreflion^ germinate 
from, each other* 



'tHESfe Magifltates arc fix in Number i 
lliey are chofen from among the wifeft of the 
Senators, zniSii duriilg the Time they are itk 
ofice, manage all political Affairs c^ Impor* 
tancc, and are, properly fpeaking, prime Mi* 
liifters:^ they are elected by the Senate, and 
changed every fix Months, three at a Time^ 
by which Mjcans, thete remain three old Se- 
nators in Office, who are able to inform the 
new elected ones, of what happened during 
their Adminiftration, and ferves as a model 
for the •fiiturc Cohduft pf the new Minifters. 
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S A VI, of the rnkRA FIR MA. 

THESE fo« <3Hi€*rs (5f the State have lUtfci 
Icfi Authority ih the Colfeg^ thah the SmI 
Granii\ they dre' thefiiti^ Length of Time irt 
Office, Ure* ^ho{feh of a -leTs /advahced Age^ 
and are prefkred according to their Af>f)lifca- 
tioh, and the Abflkids they have fliewn ih the 
Offices they muft neceffarily ha^^fe paflM thfcfugh 
to arrive at this. The firftj or Savi Gt^itr^ S 
l^Jly-Mafter • thefecdnd, Sa'ui degU Scrkuray Se^ 
cYetary it War, and tlie third, Savp of the Or- 
dinancej has Ae Direftioh of the Military of 
xht Terra Firtiai the dthei* two are only to 
affifl: the three firft. They are elefted by the 
Senate, as the Savi Grandiy and Jiave a Right 
to vote on every Motion, Which may be pro- 
poled by them; but, to preferve a Subordina- 
tk>ti between the two Office^, have no Right 
t(j vote in the Senate* 

S4yi of ORDER. 

• THIS Magiftracy id the fanie in Number 
aiS" the Savi of the Terra Firma, but is with- 
out 
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out Jurifdiftion, and is only a School, as if 
were, wherein the young Nobility may learn the 
Art of Government. Thefe Noblemen, during 
the^ix Months they we in Office^ aflift at ill 
the Confutations of the College, and confe- 
quendy have a Share in the Secrets of State; 
tjiey have no Right to vote cither in thp Col- 
lege or 'Senate, but may gite their Opinion 
^ the Confultations of the Savi^ always fpeak- 
iiig uncovered and ftanding. They are allowed 
to fee all the Difpatches that ^re fent to Am-, 
baffador^ and the Rcgifters of the Affairs of 
State. This Employment is lodced upon by 
the Republic, as the Touchftone of the Cha- 
rafter and Genius of their young Nobility. 



. PROCURATORS of St. M^RK. 

THIS Honour is generally beftowed on fuch 
of the Nobility who have, been of effential Ser- 
vice to their Country in expenfive Embaflics, 
in a naval Command, or for having gone 
through the mod important Employments of 
the St^te with Honour and Integrity. The 
Procurators take Place of all the other Nobi- 
lity; 



/Google 
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lity; they have the Difpofal of all pious Lc- 
gacieS) are the Guardians of Orphans, and 
Prote(?tors of Widowj. The Number was for- 
merly confined to nine, but is now ehcreafed 
to eleven. In preffing Neceffities of the Re- 
public, this Dignity has been fold for immenfe 
Sums ; but, except in Cafes of public Diftrefs, 
it can only be difpofed of by Merit ; and 
thofe who purchafe it never have any Succef* 
fors appointed when they die. Their Drefs is 
a purple Robe* The magnificent Buildings 
on each Side of St. Mark's Place^ were ori- 
ginally deftined for the Habitatiop of the Pro- 
corator^,^ and from thence- called Procuratias j 
but they are now chiefly rented to Strangers 
and foreign Minifters, by Way of Cajinos. 



The Gk AND CHANCELLOR. 

THIS Dignity can only be enjoyed by a 
J?erfon of the Rank of Citizen ; he takes Place 
of all the other Magiftrates, and wears a pur- 
pie Robe, like the Procurators of St. Mark. 
Ail the Councils are Qpert to him •, he holds 
the Seal of the Republic, and aflifts at read- 

VoL. II. ' T ing 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



274 SELECT I^ETTER^- 

ing and anfwcring the Difpatchcs from Am- 
baffadors, and every Thing clfc material that 
is treated of in^ the Senate. ^ He has the Ti- 
tle of ExceUekxa;, and" i^' tQ Head of the Peo- 
pie, as the Doge is of the Nobility. His In- 
come is about nirtfe thoufaBti 'fibcliis fer^ An- 
num. He is 'buried wiA '^reai' P8ri)^-^'at'tha 

Expcnce''6rt1ie'Rc|)ubirc;' "' ' '^^ ' '"^^ ' 
« • 'nu noiu»iUii*f • ,'D -:j .• ^ , *', 

.C-i*^r,\ TO rrono'j'no J ^r-f ^ v^ \ ^p ». 

" j^ L *> u^** * ni ",/'"'{ oX'T * • •^' •• ji * 
THIS Office relcmblq, in Part, ^ that of 

Attorney-General in j^»F^;/i, but is 'dividca 

among three People; the griateff Iriftance of 

its Power is, , being able, ^ for the Space of 

three Days, to (OlRend the Judgment of all 

the other Courts or Juftice,^ when the Crime 

is not clearly proved upon the, Culprit. la 

this Particylar, tne Avogador refembles the Ro* 

^,,.Nt m*^l JBfLl ,LhF vfno Iliifit K>* ^c,i, 

man Tribunes of the People. They are eleoed 
by tlie Senate^ but the Choice muft be con- 
firmed by the Grand Council, where all Pro- 
ceedjpgs )youI.d,^t^? jull,,^i^.on(;^of thp Jh^0- 
gaMes did not. aflift.. , .^Aji^ir Dpfi^. vthen . in 
Office, is a purple Robe,;. 

- ■ ^ ■ " The 
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The two CENSORS. 

THE Jurifdiftion of the Cenfors extends 
principally to the Manners of particular Per- 
Tons ; to the Intrigues of the Nobles in tho 
Sroglio\ to the Condemnation and Fining of 
thofe who violate the Statutes of the Great 
Council i to the Payment of Wages, Pilfering 
of Servants, and Correftion of Gondaliers. They 
are fixteen Months in Office } during which 
Term, they have a Right to vote in the ?n^ 
^adi^ and 'wear purple Gowns. 

I have extended this beyond the common 
Bounds of a Letter, and find that by fo doing, 
I have loft Half an Hour of an agreeablq 
Converfation, where I am engaged this Even* 
ing, fo (hall only add, that I am iincerely 

Yours, ^i. 

V. S. I am obliged to otie of my Gond4^ 

Tiers ^ a clever, intelligent Fellow, for rcmind- 

log me, that it paft the Hour of my £n* 

T % gagemcncj' 
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gagemcnt; and here let me do Jufticc to thli 
numerous Body of People, by faying, they are 
one of the mc^ itfpe&ahle Societies I have 
any where heard of, for their Honefty and Fi- 
delity to the Mafber they engage thj^sielves to* 



-1^^ 



LETTER Lilt 
l)n A-^^-* to Mr. Hvtu 

FenicBj April i()^ 1765. 

WITH your Leave, my good Friend, 1 
am going to engage you. in ^ littk 
irrip to the Terra Firma^ in Order Xo intio* 
duce you to the Po^efias and Qi^Uam9t^ a Set 
of Gentlemen, gf^no fmall Confequence^ I af- 
fure you, in their refpedlive Governments. 

To ^hc greater Towns of the Terra Firma^ 
the Senate fend two Noblemen, with the Ti- 
tles of Podefta and Capitanh 5 thefe equaHy re- 
pccfcnt the Republic,- the firft in the Admi- 
K' * - niftration 
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r^fation^ dT' tivH Jtfticfe/'T^^ fecond irt the 
Command of Maitaiy' Affkifs'. ' T^tPodeftah 
the principal ' PcHbi^i as 'he takes Cognizance 
of all that regards the Police^' and the good 
Order'^df the People., ^T^t'CapflaniOy befides 
the Command of the Troops, has Power to 
punifh the Inhabitants for any Crime com- 
'mittcd in the Streets^ during the Courfe of the 
Night. He has alfo the Care of the public 
Money, which is collefted by Receivers, who 
arc * accountable ii> Him for it. The Podeftas 
and Capitanios are obliged to report to th'c 
Senate cverjr^ Meafur^ they take. To the Ca- 
pitals of Provinces are generally fent both the 
above-mentioned OfHcers ; but in Towns of 
fmall Importance, the two Offices are united 
in^the Perfon of the Podeft^^ who holds his 
Employment f?*t!een Moiiths. The Appoint- 
mentfs allowed them by the Republic are very 
fmall, in Gditip^rtfon to what they are oblii* 
ged to ipcnd \h the Capitals, therefore to them 
the Senate generally fends rich Noblemen, and 
poor oifcsi to^" the fmall Towns, where, not 
being obliged' to. m^ke an expenfive Appear- 
ance, t4iey -may, if they pleafe, gain a com- 
T 3 fortable 
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. forcable SubHliteDce by their PoK^. during 1^0 
Time they are employed in it. 

A Nobleman of the firfl: Rapk is always 
fcnt into the Frioul, with the Title, of Prw^i^'- 
tore-Gentral of Palma Nova ; this Place is of 
great Confequehce to the Vienetiaffs^ as it fervcs 
for a Frontier to the Emperor's Pominions, and 
is a ftropg Barrier againft the Incurfions of thp 
Turks. At Udeney^ where the Patriarch of Aqid^ 
lia reQJes, t;he Republic employs only a Lieu- 
tenant and fome Subalterns. In IJiria^ are four 
epiicopal Towas, with five others not fo coi^- 
fiderable, each of them governed by a Tcdcjla^ 
The Coiumandiho;-Officer5 of thefe Places, as 
well as thofe of the Levant and D^bnatJA:, 
?.re chapgetj only on^e in two Years. The 
Senate gives the Tide of Counts, Gavernor^, 
and Capuins, to the ^Toblemen who are fent 
into Valmatia to adminilter Juftice. . The Ma- 
gift rates of the principal Towns, (for Exam- 
ple, the Cpunts ^f Spalatro and Gara^ wh9 
are likewife Archbifhops) have appointed to 
them a Council of three noble P^enetians^ witl\- 
out whom they cannot determine on any Thingj 
but all thefe Offices are fubjeft to ^he Prove- 

diiorer 
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dilere-General, who has full Authority in all 
Affairs civil and military. The Iflcs of Cor- 
fuzMi and Cepkalonia^ are each governed by 
a Proveditore^ affiftcd by a Council of three 
nohle yeneiiam. Corfu ha Place of great 
Importance, as it commands the Entrance of 
the Gulph, and is the Repofitory of the >V- 
neiian Merchandize brought from the Levant *, 
this Place is regarded by the Turks with a 
jealous Eye. There is alfo a General of thefe 
three Ifles, to whom the p3it\cuhr^ Provedilores 
render Obedience, as the Magiftrates of the 
Towns in Daltnatia do to the Proveditore-Gc-^ 
rnral. 



INQUISITORS of xht' TERRA FIRMA. 

EVERY five Years, Inquifitors are fent to 
hold Courts in the fevcral Provinces of the 
Ttrra Firmay their Bufinefs is to infped into 
the. Conduft of Podeftas and CapUanios^ and 
to receive all Complaints of Mal-adminiftra- 
ti6n of Juftice. Their Cenfures are feldom 
fevcre, but when there are Proofs of Embez- 
zlement of the public Money, and in that 
T 4 Cafe, 
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Cafe, their Office obliges thfni to aft with th« 
utm9fi: Rigour, They are attended by a Com-* 
pany o:f Cavalry, and an Execuitioner, that 
they may punifli pn the Spot all Offences that 
are clearly proved, . This gives the Provin- 
cials a very high Idea of the Juftice oC tb$ 
Vcaelwi Covernment, 



The fylAGISTRATES of pOMP. 

Gli Spp;-e ProvedUere afU Pompe^ ar^ Sena* 
tors, who by ftrift Ordinances fupprefs all out- 
ward Marks of Luxury, and preferve an eya<3; 
Equality, in the exterior Appearance of the 
Nobility. At public Feafts, the Drefs of the 
Ladies k always bjack, ex^ep^; qn-ipme Oc- 
cafions, when they are allowed to wear a rich 
gold or filver Stuflf Petticoat wiph their black 
Gowns. The noble Venetians arc not fuffered 
to ufe gold, or filver X>ace on tjieir Boatmen's 
Liveries, or in their Boxes at the Theatres, 
except the Doge's Family and jthe Orajjd Chan- 
cellor's. In Malking-Time, the I^adics, m%y 
wear rich coloured Clpaths, which is about 
fix Months in the Year^ an4 wben they are 

at 
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^ their Eft«tes Qft the Tfira Firman they may 
give as rich Liv«rics. as ttwy chuofe, but the 
3ery$nts who wear thrnnneRw: attend them 
^ A'ipjtf^, but in their Qwa.Houfe*.. . '. 



REVENUES and EXI»ENCES 
. of the S T A T E. 

- THE fettled Revenue of ^ the Republic if i 
fpppofedy at piefent, according tc^ xka beft Cail^ 
cuJation, to amount to abomi a MiUKon and' 
a Half fterling ^/r A/mum i this is raifed by 
ImpiGucts and . Expoits, ^ and Taxes upoa a|l' 
the Provifions confumed in the City of Fe- 
nicCj and upon all Sorts of Merchandizes, and 
by other duties raifed in the Ifles. of the Z^- 
gunes^ and upon all the Eftates fituated near 
Fenice^ called the Vogia^oot Dutchy. Another 
Part of the Revenue is raifed in the fame 
Manner from the Towns and Provinces of 
thq Xerra FirmOy and alfo from Ifirioy Dalma^ 
tia^ and the Ifles of Gw/«, Zavij and Cepba^ 
kph* A large Portion likewife arifes from the 
Salt made at C^rju and Chip/a % and to this 
may be added, twenty tboufand Ducats per 
4 Month, 
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Month, that are paid into the CoScrs of the 
Rq>ubl]c from a L.otteiy, on the lame Plan 
as thole of Rotne and Naples j which has been 
eftablilhed within thefe thirty Years. In Time 
of War, the Senate finds great Refources by 
ennobling rich Families, making fupemumerary 
Procurators of St. Mark\ by renewing cM 
Taxes, and impoiing new ones. ^ The yearly 
Expences of Government do not require above 
h^ the Income of the State, fo that in Time 
ef Peace the Republic can lay up vaft Sumsi 
by which Meana^ the Venetians are enabled to 
inegotiate all their Affairs with foreign Powers 
by the Force of Money inftead of Arnfvs^ 



The FORCES of the REPUBLIC. 

IN Time of Peace, the Venetians are fup- 
pofed to pay about twenty-five thoufand Men ; 
hut there is ftrong . Reafon to believe, that 
not above one third of them are effeftive, 
owing to the Abufcs of the Prowditares in 
Balnuuid. The Infantry are chiefly Sclalvoniansj 
MorlaqueSy and jtlbanians \ they are eftcemed 
^)raYC Soldiers, and are .firmly attached to the, 

Venetians^ 
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yenetians^ from an inveterate Hatred to the 
furks^ who arc their natural Enemies. Th« 
Cavalry are p^tly compofed of the fame Na? 
.tions, and partly of Ultramonfanes. The Ge- 
neral in Chief muft always he a foreigner, 
and his Power is fo over-ruled by the Pro^ 
veJffore-G^nerdly th^t he has only the Nam? 
of Commander of the Forces. The chief At- 
tention of the Senate is paid to the Marine. 
They hf^vp no regular nay4 Fprf? in Time 
of Peace ; but upon an Emergency, can arm 
thirty Galleys}, i^bl? to ^£t againft their Ene- 
jnies, in a ver^ expeditious Manner. They 
lilways keep fome Galleys in the Levant j with 
pther Veffels, to guard the Provinces fituated 
pear the Sea j thefe ^re under the Command of 
jhe Provfdilore-.GeneraL A Squadron of fix Gal- 
leys, and feveral other Veffels, ^re likewife em- 
ployed to cruize about the IV^outh of the Gulph, 
to fecijre the Traders from the Corfairs, and 
to make the Merchants pay their proper Du- 
ties, The Nobleman who commands this Squa^ 
dron has the Title of General of the Gulph, 
his Cqn^mand continues for three Years* The 
Republic, in Peace as well as in War, creates 
^ froveditove Gmralj who cQmiriajids both the 

Flee? 
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Fleet and Armyi Ke has an abfolute ?di;rtr 
to punifh with Death all Officers; Soldic?rs, 
and Sailors, and to difpofe of all Pofb ih the 
Army and Navy ; he refides at C&rfk the 
firft three Years he* is in Office, and When 
that Time is expired, he hr obliged td render ah 
Account of his Adminiftfatibn to the Senate. 



SPIES and INFOKMES^S. 

SPIES have ever befen looked upoft as in^ 
femous Minifters of Tyranny ; but thd Striate 
cf Venice have found .Meaqs to conceal the 
Shame of fuch Mifcreants, by making Mouths 
of Stone fpeak for them -, for in many Parte 
of the Palace of St. Mark^ and in. alf the 
Parts of the City near the public Tribunals; 
Heads are cut in the Walls with gaping Mouthsj 
into which they caft the Notes of Information, 
If the Informer has no Scruple to declare hirti* 
felfy he goes in Perfon to receive the Reward 
allowed by Law on this Occafion ; if he does 
not choofe to be known, he fends a Friend, 
with a Piece of Paper that has been torn from 
that on which the Information was written, 

and 
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andthe-Mopey is paid without aq; other Fofa . 
malky than comparing the two. Pieces of Pa«' 
per tog^hen As .the' gtetf MixfcD of the Vi^ 
mtiamit^ that theSaftty of the Stti£ depends/ 
tipoet i\f^\r having exaft Intelligence of eveiy 
Thing thut pafib, elpetiaUy in the FaEniilin* 
of Ambafiadors and fbretga Miiifters, it is in** 
Gfedtbk what a> Number of^Spie^ of all Raska' 
they keep in coa&ank Pky. ^That the V^e^* 
tioHSi ^re often brAQdod with the oidicufaua; 
Epithet of Pantaloops, fcr this apparent Mfn 
fterioufnefs in their Syftcm of Politics, we very 
well **know j but how far they are right of 
wrong in it, I leave to better Judgments than 
mine to determine : this however wc muft allow, 
that their Government has fubfifted under a re- 
publican Form, without any material Alteration, 
for a much longer Period of Timp than any 
other Republic that Hiftcry furniflies us with 
an Account of, at leail that-- 1 can recoUedt^ 
I had a great Curiolity, when I came to Ve-^ 
met, to learn tha' Etymology of the Name of 
FantdloBfty and why it is ib jparticularly applied 
tp the Vinitumsi I am told it comes: fkonX 
iiama. Levne^ and was firft appropriated to 
tivcia &r their groat: E^eradb to plant theri 
i ' . ' Standard 
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Standard of VefAce^ which you krtow is a Lioii, 
wherever they could by Force or Fraud ob- 
uin a Bit of Ground large enough to con- 
tain it. How far this etymological Account 
of honeft Pantakon may fatisfy you, I know 
not; but, remember, I do not voueh for the 
Reality of it, I only offer it to you as I 
have received it. I propofe by the next Poft 
to fend you a fuccinf): Account of the Me- 
thod of proceeding at Vauce in criminal Caie$s 
and am, in the teean Time, 

faithfully yours, t3c. 



LETTER LIV. 
Dr. A—— to Mr. Hull. 

Vintce^ Mojf i, 1766. 

AN agreeable Excurfion for a few Days 
into the Country has prevented my being 
fo punAual in my literary Engagement as I 
have hitherto been; but I make no Apologyt 

for 
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for I know you never meant it (houk}.:i^f^^^>^ . 
vridi liiy ^Amuiements.' No'vy ta proceed with 
my ftiftoncai Anecdotes. , ' .\ . 

tnuo3>/ 'f' ^,oi'. '-^-^^ ■ '* •' i. '^'^^'. 

vvTElKN a. Crime is ^flaptiofcd^ to have been 
committed at Femce^ the Courts of Jufticc 
are more lohcitous to be afcertained of the 
Fad, than to fecure the Offcnaer j and when 
they ha^ve, c^^utji^e^ii^iilceffary Proofs, they 
fend an Officer to , enter publicly the Houie 
of the Criminal ; and on the Report of this 
OfSeerj;-th«t-he is no t be-feundr'^^ich is 
generally the Cafe) they fummon him to ap- 
pear in a lonaer or flxorter .Space of Time, 
according to the Enormity of the "Crime com- 
mitted, to anfwcr fof: -^thc OlFcupe, .and till 
that Period is elapfed, the Offender is fafe 

appear pn the Place of St. Mar^^ or on the 

lay^ ^|n4^,hc,thi|pk?_he.qai?npt find Mean* 
to j^rcvcnit, the Aflfalr cptning to a fatal Iflue, 
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he may airoid a Trial, by getting a Noble* 
nian*^ Boat to convty bim to fome Fart of 
the ^ara Firma^ from whence he may eafily 
efcape out of the State. Hence it proceeds, 
that moft Criminals at Venice are judged by 
ContOmaey, which they czHBrndire: brrt this 
Judgment is always accompanied with Condi- 
tions proportionable to the Crime; for exam-' 
pfe, that the condemned Perfon fhall never 
be able to purcfaafe his Fardon ; diat whoever 
kills h?m in the Venetian State ftiall receive 
a confidefable Reward, and double the Sum, 
if they kin him in^ any other Territory. If 
the Crime fenfibly touches the Republic, they 
add to the Reward, the Liberty^ of delivering 
a Statc-Prifoner : but notwithftanding this ap- 
parent great Rigour, there have been Inftances 
of Noblemen who have been guilty of atro- 
cious Crimes making their Peace, by Means 
of great Imereft. When the Criminal is fe- 
cured, and the Frocefs formed, the Avcgadof 
names his own Day, and, condu&ing the Cul- 
prit before his Judg^, pleads (Irongly againft 
him, exaggerates every Particular of his Grime, 
and concludes with advifing a fevere Punifh- , 
ment. The Advocatp of the Parry accufed 

anfwers 
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anfwcrs all the chief Points of the Accufa- 
tbn 5 and when lie has performed hi? Parr, 
the Auditors retire, and the Opinion of the^ 
Avogador is balloted ^ainft that of the Chiefs 
of the ^aranUa^ which is always the moft 
gentle, and the Plurality of Balls determine 
the Fate of the Offender. By this Means 
the Judges decide without giving the Reafon 
of their Opinion, and it is confequently un- 
known who is for, and who is againft the 
Criminal. The Lawyers are obliged to plead 
in the Venetian Dialeft,. that the moft ignorant 
Auditor may underftand what paflcs, as well 
as the more learned Part of the Affembly. 
The fevcreft Hardfliip, in. the Courfe of Juf- 
tice at Venicey is the Length of Time it takes 
to terminate an Affair, owing to the Courts 
of Juftice being fo clofely connefted, and, if 
I may be allowed the Expreffion^ playbg into 
each others Hands \ fo that a poor Wretch is. 
often fuffered to lie in Gaol for two or three 
Years, before he can obtain an hearing, to 
expiate, as they pretend, by this Punifliment, 
part of his Crime. The frequent Sentences 
that are paffed upon Criminals, condemning 
them to an horrid obfcure Prifon for eight or 
Vol. IL U ten 
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ten Years, and often for Life, (where in Wln^ 
ter they fufFer all the Rigour of extreme Cold, 
^nd in Summer of exceffive Heat) are certainly 
more crqcl Funilhmcnts than Death at once. 

Now in my yfual abrupt Manner, I (hall 
eonduft yo\i at one Step from tehiporal to 
fpiritual Affairs, and fay a few Words of the 
Church, whofc Power is very iinjit^c} in thw 
Republic. 



The STATE of the CHURCH. 

THE Republic of Fmcf h^$ ever been 
carefulto exclude the Clergy from their Cotin- 
eils, ftnd from alj political Employments, even 
thpfe who are noble Venetians. The Head of 
the Church is ftiled Patriarch pf Fenifej an4 
Primate of Pahnatia-, he is always a Noble-? 
man, enjoys a good .Revenue^j makes a re- 
fpeftabte Appearance in. t^ublic Proceffions, 
but has no Power, even in ecclefiaftical Af- 
fairs ^ at all religious Funftions, where thp 
Pope's Nuncio is prefent, the Patriarch i$ 
obliged to fend the M^ftcf of th? Ceremo- 
nies 
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nies to alk his Pcrmifllon to give the Bleffing. 
An Office of Inquifition is allowed at Venice^ 
but under fuch Reftriftions, as render it as 
dependent on the political Government as any 
of the fecular Tribunals are. The Holy-Office 
is compofed of the Patriarch, the Nuncio, 
and a Friar, who has the Title of Father In- 
quifitor, and two experienced Senators, with- 
out whofe t^refence and Confent, all Proceed- 
ings are null ; by this Means, and under this 
Pretext, that Matters brought before the In- 
quifition arc contrary to the Laws and Inte- 
reft of the Republic, the grcateft Affairs of 
this Tribunal are reduced to a mere Trifle. 
Hie Convents in Venice were formerly fo ill • 
regulated, that it occafioned much Scandal;. 
but at prefent, they arc under better Difci- 
pline, for three Magiftrates are appointed by 
the Senate, with an extenfive Authority, to 
take Cognizance of all that pafles in the fe- 
male Monaftcrics • and though the Patriarch 
himfelf allows a Pricft to fay Mafs in one of 
their Churches, he is obliged to obtain a Per- 
miffion from one of thefe Magiftrates befides, 
who limits this Licence to what Time he 
thinks proper. All the Women likewife who 
U 2 per- 
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perform any Commiflions for the Nuns, are 
obliged, under Penalty of corporal Punilhmcnt, 
to have Leave in Writing to execute them,' 
figned by one of the aforefaid Magiftrates, 
The Senate has, within thefe few Years, tnad^ 
many wife aftd ufeful Reformations in the re- 
gular Convents of Friars alfo ; and have trant 
ferred from the Superiors of thofe Houfes to 
the Senate, the Power of inflifting capital Pu- 
nilhmevs and Imprifonmcnt upon the MobIcs, 
and only allow them for the future to impofe 
Penances of Fafting, Prayers, {in4 fuch like 
conventual E)xcrcif?s. 

Now we muft return from fpiritual to tern* 
poral Affairs agaim that I may haye the Ho- 
nour to introduce you to the Venetian No^ 
blefe, who are not a little vaia of the great 
Antiquity of their Nobility,- which they can 
certainly, mapy of jhem at leaft, authenticate | 
for feveral Ages paft, better than any other j 
Nation we are acquainted with. 



NOBI. 
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NOBILITV of the i^IRST CtASS/ 

THE noble Venetians^ who compofe the 
firft Clafs, domprthend the Families of the 
twelve Tribunes who elefted the firft Doge 
in 709 : the Coniarinij Morofini^ Poh\ Badovari^ 
Ttepolij Micbekj Sanudiy Grademgo^ Memo^ Fa- 
liery Dondolo^ and Barozzi. The four Families 
next to thefe in Point of Antiquity, date their 
Nobility from the Year 800, when they figned 
the Contraft for the Abbey of St. George the 
Great ; thefe are the Jujiimani, Cornaro, Bra- 
gadinij and Bembo. The fihft are popularly 
tailed the twelve Apoftles, and the laft the 
^four Evangelifts. To this Clafs may be added 
ialfb, eight Families who look upon themfelves 
as equal to the firft, becaUfe long before il 
Serral del Configlio^ which happened in 1289, 
they were very confiderable •, thefe are the Del- 
phini; ^iriniy Sordnzb^ Zorzt^ and Mafcello-^ 
the' other three, by Reafon of extreme Pover- 
ty, are fallen ifito total Obfcurity, or perhaps 
are extinft : in this Clafs too, may be placed 
fome illuftrious Families, who retired to Fe* 
U 3 nice J 
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nice, from the Town of Acre m Syrta^ when 
it was deftroycd by the"F«i*/«i»-^eaefattTijE- 
1-3LI, for having ''re«loKcd'''f?Mft its- ©Bcdlftice 
to the RepuBHc'^ter'^the'fM-Gohqacft'dfl it. 
The.grc*cl*ff Ad\'!lnft^e-tI»?fe^-Pamifos"dlS-ivc 
from, their 'Afiticjafty^s .^ng *orfr>^ttiiadtered 
in the BHpoial of ^(ilHic 'Erfipl(^l&f(fits4hat 
reflcd Hort6ttr tin the-^PoflTdfe-ffi in FbiM of 
Precedency," ail^tlrc 'Nobilitf O^'^f^fUciiAmk. 
alike. ■ -2 " ■• ••'^'-^''•'- -'- • • ' . ..■, 



NOBiLITY of tht SECOND CLASS, 

THIS Clafs is corhpofcd t)f thofe whtiT-caa 
produce :? rid autfientitr Proof of theilv*^Noh^- 
lity t^rVi^'^'Wiiki ^^^t2^\ when^titeir Names 
were written in the lii^'iPOroy^ ^irhich now 
cbntM'ffic3^ithah^'**^^W It 

was ' at^^Mt ^^'feerVferfl^^^ »mP M 

Configfill ^k te'b^l^of^hc-^^t^obtej^^^ 
• made odt^'' itid -'a li^Nv^ cji^aecf, ^hat'^if the 
Names bf their Children were not written in 
this Book wiihin a certain Time after their 
Birth, they fhould forfeit their Title .to Nobi- 
lity ; and this alfo happens, if the Contraft 
4 of 
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of their Parents* Marriage docs not legally 
pais the Senate, which it cannot do, if a no- 
ble Venetian marries a public Performer, cither 
in the Drama, or Mufic, one who has bera in a 
State of Servitude or one whofe Father is of any 
Profe0ion or Trade, excepting a Phylician, a 
Manufafturer of gold or filver Silks, or a 
Maker of Glafs. As it is now upwards of 
four hundred Years fince // Serrar del Config- 
liOy this Clafs of Nobles is highly efteemcd. 
The moft confiderable of thefc Families that 
Hill exift, are the Moncenigo^ the Capelhy Fof- 
cariniy Fofcari^ Grimaniy GriUij Garzoni^ L^vi^ 
(ian^ Donay Nani^ MalipierVy^ PeforOy Pi/am, 
Priuliy Ruzziniy Sagredoy Valier^ Fenier^ Bajfs^ 
donay ^c. fcfr. moft of thefc have given Doges 
to the Republic, and the reigning one at pre* 
feat is a Moncenigo. In this Rank are alfo 
placed thirty FamiUes that were ennobled nine- 
ty-one years iater^ on the Termination of the 
Ccnoffe War, as a Reward for afilfting the 
State with vaft Sums of Money; the moft 
jPOnTic^prable of. thefe that are remaining arc the 
Trevifan^ Vendraminy RenicTy Jujiiy and Paf- 
jOuaUgbi. 

U 4 After 
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. After 'having ifttf^ckiced 76U to fe modi 
good Company, T Atnk yotm^iH not be forty 
if I take my • Leave fer tfce pfefent ; \mt % 
CMoeC'do that^ whhout £rft afinnng yoq, diat 



I ^ 1' , J '> i ^ < 1 ■ ' ^^ » ■■ .< J I i'i> . » II ' 



Pr» A —'-^ to Mr, Hvirt* 

TO proceed with m^fidbjcft yrherciiei 
it in my hft i-cttcr, I imlft wm tall^ 
^ you a little of a 70unger Bnmch ^Qf tb^ 
Venetian Nobility, y^bom I ihall ftik t^ 4iuA 
X^ky and even diefe are re^xftable ^ ihpir 
Antiquity.- 

NOB|< 
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NOBILITY of the THIRD CLASS.- 

IN this Clafs are comprehended about eighty 
Families, who purchafcd their Nobility for an 
hundred thoufand Ducats each, during the laft 
War of Candia\ fome of thefe have remained 
poor and diftreffed ever fmce, by that Inftancc 
of their Vanity : the following are dill • con- 
fiderable for their Wealth and Alliances, the 
Videman^ Labia^ Zembia^ Fini^ Manini^ Gam-' 
haruj 6fr. 6?^. The Savorgnan gave to the 
Republic fome Fortreffcs of great Importance, 
for guarding the Venetitian Territories froffi 
the Encroachments of ^tT^urks\ and the^m- 
%oni made the State a Prefent of the Pro- 
vince of Crema^ of which they poflefled the 
Seignory ; and for thefe fi^e Gifts the two 
Familiesr received the Honour of being enno- 
bled. Though the noble Venetians can au- 
thenicate the Antiquity of their Nobility bet- 
ter than any People perhaps in Europe^ yet 
not content with this Advantage, they are fond 
of deriving their Families from fabulous Ori- 
ginals: thus the Contariniy from a Similitude 

of 
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of Name, pretend to be defcended ffom an- 
tient German Princes, who were ftiled Counts 
of th^ Ridm \ the yufiinim^ wjio give for 
their Arms a Spread Eagle, froth thence claim 
thtir Dcfeont from an Eniperor of tl>e Eaft 
q£ their Nansic, I have been told a curious 
Asueedotc of this noUe FaisJly, that I will 
fselate for your Amufemcat : fomc Centuries 
paft, they fitted .out a Veflel, under the Doge 
Vital Michel e, to fight againfk the Empecor 
£MAm7EL ; (who had ill treated the Venetians 
In the Levant) the Jufiiniani wo'e all cut to 
Pieces, and the only furviving Male w^ ^ 
Bentdi&ine Friar, for whwi tbe Doge obtain«i 
A Difpenfeticin of his Vpws from the Pope, 
4md married |iim to his Da^hter, and from 
this Couple are drfceoded the prefent Family, 
according xo this legend,' which whether true 
or fnifc I ftall mt take upon me to deter- 
^ne. Oiac Branch of the Comoro Famii^ 
Aile themfejves , Comoro delta Regina^ from one 
x)f their Houfe having been Queen of Candia) 
but this Aljiance is^ rather a Blot in their 
Efcutcheon, if a certain evil Fame may he 
relied on, who lays, that the Hufhand of this 
Lady was anUfurper, whom flie poifoned, and 

trea- 
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treacheraufly betrayed the Qmdi(ins to the Fe^ 
netians* A Gentleman has pronufed to intro^ 
duce me to a Lady of this Name, who is 4 
very agreeabk, fcnfibie Woman,^ and who, he 
faysj will fhew nac the complete Ornament^ 
of the Toilette of the Queen above-mentioned, 
which b-ftill iniDhc Pqffeflion of the Familyt 
and valued by them at many thquf^nd Puc«^ 



The CITIZENS, or ORDER of 
SECRETARIES, 

THE Citizens had formerly a Urge Shoiap 
in the Government, and ^c»/^^ would probaWy 
have, always remained in a State of Dcmocr^ 
cy, had not the Rcfentmlcmr©^ Piectro Gra- 
DENiGo. againft many of the Clafe,^ who op.* 
pofed his being choien Doge, determined him 
to transfer the Rower entirely from the Pea* 
pie intt) the Hands of the Nobility, which 
he fully cfFefted by Means of the Serrar dd 
(lonfigUoi at which. Period, fcveral of the No- 
bles loft their Rank, by not . being admitted 
into the Secret ; and at prefcnt, by the Word 
Citizen^ (at Fem^) is meant the Families thus 

excluded 
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excluded from the Grand Council, many o^ 
whom bear the fame Name and Arms of the 
old Nobility ; and to thefe may be added ma^ 
ny who by Merit or Money have obtamcd 
the fame Privileges in the Republic : they 
rank with the Nobility of the Terra Firma^ 
and one at leaft of every Family wears the 
Vcft, the fame as the noble Venetians: it hai 
been thought, this is allowed them to prevent 
the People from obferving how fmall a Num- 
ber of Men they are governed by. Though, 
by a ftandi;ig Law, every noble Venetian is 
forbid to enter into Trade, yet they often join 
privately in Commerce with the wealthy Citi- 
zens, which the Senate winks at, becaufe 
when they are become opulent, they can make 
it turn to the Advantage of the State, by 
employing them in expenfive Embaffies. From 
among the Citizens are chofen the Secretaries 
of the Senate, Secretaries of Embaffies^ and 
alfo Reiidenc& . at foreign Courts, for a noble 
Venetian can accept ' of no Employment of th^a 
kind, but with the Title of Ambaflador 5 and^ 
for the fame Reafon, the Republic receives 
no foreign Mihifter in any intermediate Cha- 
racter between a'Refident and an AmhafTadon 

The 
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The Dignity of Grand Chancellor is always 
conferred on one of this Clafs ; and as it is 
the higheft Honour that can be attained by a 
Perfon who is not noble, it is generally given 
9s a Reward to one who has ferved the Re* 
public well in cxpen(ive Refidencies, The Sub- 
jects of the Venetian State are by fome rated, at 
prefent, at about 2,655,448 •, but thofe who have 
made very accurate .Enquiries upon this Head 
affirm, that they are over-rated by one million. 

Thus, nay Friend, I have obeyed your Com- 
4 mands, and, in as concife a Manner as I pof- 

fibly could, have endeavoured to give you a 
juft Idea of the very extraordinary Govern- 
ment of the Republic of Venice \ I flatter my- 
felf, that by offering you this at one View, 
I have faved yop the Trouble of turning over 
fomc Books which, befidcs being very dry read- 
ing, you might not eafily have met with : 
but was this • little Extraft (or whatever you 
are pleafed to call it) to fall under the Ob- 
fcrvation of a lefs irjdulgent Judgment than 
yours, I Ihould, with great Reafop, fear being 
(Charged with having given it in a flovenly in- 
jcorrcft Manner. I fhall only advance, in my De- 
fence, 
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fence, that you well know how limited my Time 
is at Femce^ and how ftrongly my natural Incli- 
nation leads me to a much more entertaining 
Study than that of Hiftory •, but to fuch a 
Friend as yourfelf, I could not refufe a Gra- 
tification that it was in my Power to procure 
you, at the trifling Expence of putting myfelf, 
for a few Hours, out of my Way ; I ohly 
wifh you may find my Attempt fatisfaftory. 
However, before I entirely quit this Subjcfl:, I 
cannot forbear communicating to you a few Re- 
flexions into which it has naturally led me ; it 
is melancholy to obfervc, that in a Govem- 
dficnt fo wife in many of it^ Parts, fuch grofa 
Errors Ihould be fuflfered to pafs uncorrcfted, 
9s muft in Time mod certainly deftroy the 
whole Syftem. A total Negleft evidently ap- 
pears in the Education of the young Nobi- 
lity, which gives them an Ignorance, I had 
almoft faid Brutality, that renders them very 
difagreeable in civil Society, and muft prove 
an Obftacle to their becoming wife and pru- 
dent Magiftrates ; and, added to this, the Lt- 
centioufnefs not only permitted, but even en- 
couraged, among the Clergy, has produced 
fuch a llianieful Negleft in Matters of true 

Religion, 
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Religion, that Vice and Immorality feem to pre- 
vail among all Ranks of People, which mud 
in Time infallibly bring to a final Diflblutioa 
this once fjourilhing and powerful Republic^ 
jHow amazingly muft the Manners of the Ve-* 
futians have been corrupted fince their firft 
Eftablifhment, if the Abbate Langier has 
drawn a true Charafter of them in his Siorta 
Fenetaj P. 130, Libro i. He feys, B/tgevanfi 
Coftumi furiy Condotta fempUcCy una Vila labo- 
riofia per Ottenere da Lei la ^aliia di Cittadino. 
The fame Author quotes a Letter, written by 
Cassiodorus, who was Minifter from King 
Theodorici; to the Tribunes of the mari- 
time Ifles, which contains thcfe Words, Tik 
di Juffante picccle Ifole ejfendo Jiate Abitate fuc- 
e^vamente intvrno RialtQ per componere al fire 
^uejia Cita prodigiofa. P. 160. Libro 2. i 
have tranfcribed this only by Way of obferv- 
ing how very early Rialto (now called Venice) 
became a confidcrable Place. Langier places 
the Eleftion of Paolo Lucio Anafeste, the 
firft Doge, in 697, which is twelve Years ear- 
lier than St. DisDiER'S Account, who fays, 
this Prince was clefted in 7^9. Amelot de 
j-A |{oyssAT, in his Hiftory of the Republic 

of 
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of Venice^ fays. The Government of Vemce 
by Confuls and Tribunes, which lafted 270 
Years, may be called her Infancy ; the de* 
fpotic Reign of the Doges, from Paolo Lu- 
CIO Anaf£st£ to Sebastian Riani, (which 
comprehends 463 Years) her Childhood; the 
Democracy, (which lafted above a Century) her 
Yoqth, which, fays he, was robuft and vigo- 
rous; but, as it often happens in (imilar 
Caies, it was difturbed and agitated by dan- 
gerous Paroxifms of Wars and Revolts. Her 
Virility, he adds, began with // Serrar del Con* 
^glioj and lailed till the War of the League 
of Camhray^ in 1309, which may be called 
the Beginning of her old Age. 

The Republic liberally rewarded Sanazar 
for the following very flattering Epigram: 

* Viderat Adriacis Venetum Neptunus in Undis 
Stare Urbem 6f toto dicere Jura Maru . 

/ nunc Tarpeias, quantum vis^ Jupiter, arces 
Objice^ 6sf ille tut M^nia Martis, «// : 

Si Tiberim Telago confers^ Urbem afpice utramque^ 
Illam Homines dices^ banc pojfuijfe Decs. 

Thus 
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Thus haftBy tranflated by a Gentleman of 
my Acquaintance : 



" 1 



Neptune within the Adriatic Seas 
Beheld fair Venice her rich Turrets raife, 
And feem o'er all the Main to iffue her 

crees — 

JbvE, qqotb the God^ on all thy Power I call 
To equal this — bring thine own Mars's Wall-^ 
Tarpeian Cliffs — immortal Tyier's^ Waves, 
Where mighty Rome her deep Foundations 

laves, 
Compare the Cities, and reluftant own^ 
Thy proudeft Toils by what I guard outdone.; 
Works but of human Skill thy Bulwarks ftand. 
Mine boaft the Touch of an immortal Hand. 

As I am very partial to this famous Re- 
public, even in her prefent faulty State, I can- 
not do better than to take my Leave of her, 
after paying her fo high a Compliment-, and at 
the fame Time (hall bid you, my dear Friend, 
adieu for fome Time, as I propofe leaving Fe- 
nice in a few Days, and from what Place I (hall 
next write to you, I cannot at pre(ent forefee. 
Farewel, believe me, isfc. &c. 

Vol. II. X LET- 
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LETTER LVL 

■ to Mrs. . 

My deareft Friend, ^ June 20. 

THE kind Expreflions in your wdcomc 
Epiftle, and fuperabundant Thanks for 
my trifling Prefent, were, I aflure you, a Cor- 
dial to my Heart. I am rejoiced that you 
have pafled fo good a Winter, and hope the 
Summer will be (till more propitious to you. 

You will fee, by the Date of this Letter, 
we have changed our Situation, and arc got 
to a fweet Retirement, on the Banks of the 

J the Houfe is fmall, convenient, clean 

and chearfiil; the Gardens moderate, and in 
good Order; and the whole Atmofphcrc per- 
fumed with Rofes, Jafmines and Orangp Flo% 
wers, which we have in great Profufion. The 
River, which is in the Front of the Houfe, 
affords a continual moving Pifture of large 

Barges, 
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Bathes, pafling to and fro from Vemce to 
Padua^ from either . of \yhich Places we can 
have any Thing brought by Water to the 
very Door. The north Side of the River is 
planted with Foreft Trees, and the fouth Side 
with Vines that hang in beautiful Feftoons, 
fupported by other Trees: in fhort, we want 
nothing but a few liberal Souls (fuch as di- 
ftinguilh the Party you adorn) in this Neigh- 
bourhood, to render this delicious Spot an abfo- 
lute terreftrial Pafadife ; yet, I am fure, whilft 
you have the Advantage of fuch a Society, 
you would not exchange your retired Spot for 
all I have been defcribingj and in this Pre- 
ference, I join with you moft cordially, and 
beg, my beft Love to all the dear Mortals that 
are.fo happy to be coUefted within the magic 
Circle* 

A hafly Summons- (on Account of the JDe- 
parture of the Packet that contains this Tri- 
fle) obliges me* to ufe more Brevity than I 
am- either accuftomed or inclined to. I can- 
not, however, fend it oflf without, enclofing a 
Piece of News, that I flatter myfelf is not quite 
indifierent tpyou^ namely, that, pleafe God 
X 2 no 
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to unforefeen Accident inteiVencs^ irt a twelve- 
month's Time, at fartheft, I may probably bd 
{o happy as to fahite you all iir your ofml 
dear Aflembly-Room. Be pcrfuadcd^ hbwcvcr, 
of this fimple Truth, that whether the Timi 
I am abfent from you all, is long or flioit, 
or the Diftance great or fmall, I am ever, and 
fhall always remain, with the feme Affcftion 
and Sincerity, 

your ever faithful and obliged 



Pray let me have the Pleafure ta hear from 
you foon. 

P. & By the Bye, I have a- Pa^totlr ih 
the Tran'fcript-Way to entreat of you. You 
do not forget, I am fure, that, previous t6 
my fettirg 6fF for Fenice^ I was hurried about 
(my ufual Mode) from. Spot to Spot, and' fent 
you occaftonal Accounts of fuch* PlacSS- aftld 
Events as I thought beft' worth your Nokicc. 
A dear Friend here wiflies to fe6 therfi': nbw, 
as fome Time is elapfed^, it wouTd feve my 
Head as well as Hand much Trouble^^ £f yoii 
would oblige me ^th Cq^s of tte»fe Le^ 
2 ters, 
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tcr«, provided you have thought them worth 
preferving : I mean only (as you may imagine) 
ihe defcrjptive Parts of them. 



LETTER LVIL* 

— — to Mrs. — — . 

Bridgenortb^ July 5. 

THtNK myfetf fo much obliged to you, 
for your taking fo much Notice of my 
infigdificant Scrawl, that I am not the leaft 
Inclined to find Fault with the Length of 
Time you have taken in anfwering my laft ; and 
to fbew my Sincerity in thi$ Particular, I ana 
fat down to acknowledge your Favour, though 
1 have not had ir in my Poffeflion longer than 
this Afternoon, for if has lain fome Time in 
Jjondon, I have been on a Vifit to a worthy 
friend of ours, ^t this Place, for a Month 

♦ This and the enfuing Letters are the Tranfcripts de^ 
fired in the foregoing. 

X 3 paft. 
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.paft, and I aflure you, I have all the Rear 
fon in the World to be fatisfied with my 
Journey. Pray, Mrs, — — , did you ever fee 
Bridgenorth ? I believe not— Very well j then 
I muft give you fome little Defcription of this 
Place, (as I am habituated to do of every 
new Spot I tread upon, whether large or fmall) 
for I thinjc Bridgenorth is, in Ppinf of Situa^ 
tion, by much the'prettieft I ever faw •, it 
is divided into two Pariflies, diftinguiihcd by 
the Names of the Upper and Lower Town. 
I was, the other Day, on a Vifit to the Rec- 
tor . of the upper Parifh \ the Earfonage-Houfe 
is a truly Gothic Strufture, which overlooks 
the Church- Yard, and though I cannot fay^ 
this is the moft pkafant^ y^t it certainly is 
not the lead ufeful Profpeft in the World, to 
a fpeculative Mind. The upper Tp^n is fitu- 
ated on a Cliff, which renders it very whol* 
fome, both from its Height, ^nd the Clear- 
nefs of the Air. The View from pur back 
Windows is more beautiful than finy Thing 
you can imagine : at the Foot of fhc Hil|» 
the Severn rolls its cryftal Waves, in a charm- 
ing ferpentine Strearn, down to the Banks 
whereof, is a Succeflion of floping Gardens, 

' that 
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that vie with each other in Beauty, Fragrance, 
and Order. On the oppofite Side, in a Vale, 
lies the lower Town, and above that are de- 
lightfol Fields and Meadows, interfperfed with 
fine Plantations of Trees of a long Growth. 
The Grounds, by an eafy Afcent, terminate, 
at laft in a Common, fifteen Miles long, on 
wl}ich is a very good Horfe-Courfc ; to the 
left, the Profpcft is bounded by a very' high 
Rock, and on the right, as far as the Eye 
can, ft retch, is a fine open fertile Country ; this 
ftrong Contraft has a moft happy Effeft. A, 
noble Objeft in this inimitable Landfcape is 
the Ruin^ of on old Caftle, which, from the 
PQ&tion wherein it has been left by a Can- 
non*BalI, is, perhaps, one of the grcateft Cu«, 
riofities in Europe •, it ftrikes us with Admi- 
ration and Awe, while we contemplate its nod- 
ding Towers, which look as if they meant to 
overwhelm the heedlefs Paffcnger in fudden De- 
ftruftion j yet the Mathematicians affirm, that 
nothing lefs than an Earthquake can move this 
immeofe Pile of Building. Round it is a de- 
lightful Walk, where we often repair when thft 
Weather is inviting ; but when this happens 
not to be the Cafe, we have for our Amufe* 
X 4 ment, 
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rnent, in tihe HouTe, a Mkraft^e^ a iK&g£&t% 
TeUef:ofe^ ami a Camera Qi/fiura : the ficfl: tJ# 
thefe is ray:Favourite^ Mr. -^— ^, by tte hdf> 
of it, the other Day, detciftc4 a Beau of art 
Humble Becy in ^the very .Aft cf foratcbing n 

(Oh^ Ihameful Trut^ !) oflF the downy 

Part of his Neok, and this Uttk Aninnal, 
though fcarcely perceptible to -the naked £ye^ 
15 a mdft tremendous Figure, much Tefen^bling 
a Hog, in the Glafs-, for -my Part, -though 
I «m not apt to be attrafted by gaudy Co- 
lours, I am abfolqtely in love wtti the ra- 
diant Arniour of a green Beetk^ richly 'gflded, 
with a Sun-Beani. I wvn to you, my ^oad 
Friendi I. have a he^y^^Contempt for tfae^C^irr 
combs oi the hmnsn Race, who place all -their 
Happinefs in Drefs, wheii I cOT^fiderthat ^m 
humble Moth, in the fimple Habit wWeh 'N«- 
ttrre has given it, far-outlhines themin all.Ch? 
Glitter of Lace and Embroidery^ 

Whenever we amufe outfdlves qvith 'dicfe 
Sort of Contempliltions, am wprthy S^^igbbour 
$be Pafiory never falls to makt Improvcnooit 
go Hand in Hand with cAnnifcment, by ta- 
king Occtffion to expatjaec ^n the Wifdooi ami 

l?oup- 
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ecnplified in the ip^iBWUft; ^ weU ji$ 40 ^c 
gieatcft Pb^^ .of Na?arc XW? jw^cpll^ 
Man edifies his Parlfliionecs as tfmfh by the 
exemplary Life he leads, as by the found and 
qritodupc, JRojftope he dqUverjs ^rom the J^-ulpit, 
and he does this with .the mpft cb^^ul Difr 
poiition that can be^ and totally fr^ from the 
leaft ^dpw td Qfi^tai^ i we attend him 
pvery Morning to public Prayers in the Churclu 

Now, my good Friend, I have given you a 
very particular Account of my prcfent Situa^ 
Uoru 3Pd leave it to jou to judge, tf it ij^ 
not very agreeable. I muft add to this, that 
I got here Time enough for the Races, where 
there was ^,^^t Appeacange -pf - Company, 
(for fuch a Place 5) though Men were fcarce^ 

I gpt ^ Partner. caphl%l^t. ifirfl -•'s 

Family were the firft in Rank. Lady — — 
--*— ' opened ^ iBal}, aqd I had the Honour 
to dance a Minuet twitb Mr. ^— r-^ jtbe rfi»^ 
Njght: indepd, J Iw? ajet4«rifh fo,fliu9h,l^lita^- 
iiefs and.Goodpefs from :e very ^Bojdjr ioj^s ^afj 
t£. the World, tji^l^m^ ((jure JL :ftiall be^^cvje^ 
to Ji^ve Brji^en^ik ^#yf4^/ei;W^ o^t froffi 
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Lmdem was not fo lucky, for I was robbed 
and terrified almoft to Deadi ^ but, tbamk Gci^ 
0iy Lo(s was but imaU, and I have oitiidf 
rtcovotd my Spirits. 

I dcfirc my Love and beft ReQ)efts to thtf 
worthy Family, and am 

your very iaitfaful Fiieiid, • 



L iE L T E R LVnt 

— — lO Mrs, r — r^ 

I HAVE been fome Time without hearii^ 
from you, I hope, my excellent Friend, 
you have not been laid up with any bad 
Complaint, If focial Wordi could ward off 
Malady^ you would * never be ilL Perinps 

JO* 
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yoti have not been in the Writing- Vein •, fuch 
a Fit attacks us all at Times, and you know 
It 18 pur Rule reciprocally to allow for it. 
If that is the Cafe, do but fubfcribc the Ini- 
tials of your Name to a good, ' though fhort 
Account of yourfelves^ apd I will reft con; 
tented. 

I know not what I faid b my laft, but to 
the beft of my Remembrance, I gave you 
no Account of this terreftrial Paradife; bllt 
now I am more acquainted with its BeautieS| 
I will make an Attempt of that Sort, , 

The 55 Sweet winding Tay^^^ which runs at 
^e Bo^om of our Garden, for upwards of fix 
Miles, forms . the moft beautiful Canal you can 
imagine ; on the one Side of it, for the fame 
Extent, ^re deli^tful Walks, riling one above 
another, no Jefs than five Stages, all amply 
fcadcd with ftately Trees, from around whole 
Trunks the twining Woodbine and Sweet-Briar 
pour forth a Profufion of Sweets ; the doping 
Sides of the Walks are alfo planted with Va» 
riety. of fweet-fmelling Shhih% which being 
fanned by th; frelh Breezes off the River, 

fcatlDC 
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fcatter Pecfumfis in »■ jUfnyxm 9Qd ^gifttcCul 
^etprn alpnp; .^e vcrdfuit^k^^ Acjudidou;; 
piftskAces ;^ p}a<;Qd ,gr^ Scats, mpA-&pwf) 
(;);Us.»dJo.vQ7 Ar]>OHi?* 4iU «wiuch, in i^ejr 
^ire«al Tutf^, wovil^ vay'ttc xi$ 4p ^t ,dpnr^ 
apij iodylge ipontfoiplatiaB, .but tb^t tt^ ua- 
wearied Mind, enraptured with thefe enchant 
ting Obje^ urges us to proceed in Search 
pf jjew .JPlqaupf^, .»nd in d^Pucfuit it ^t^npoc 
\iiff;c PiK^ frith 4he .ilighiGafl: Difan^xspatineiit. 
^,he (p)ofite^i4e ^ -xh? ^ijrfF ^ adeci> 9?t>kt 
^9^ fringfd ;*f jtji Wpod of .ji Y9Vfe^ Gipn^ i 
at difierent P^in^ ^ ^jeW;, .^wc.ieethe .8h^«^ 
another beautiful River, and a foaming Caf- 
udtti fcackipaying Aiie Xttbate of Jtheir lacid 
Stores 'mta the vif^ BaSam di the ffny^ whoi, 
as :if;.c9nfi:biu iof ibpsrier fMent, uo^ n^mfaOy 
tlfiog, in Mttnuim .of Sctf-i^bofo, pn 
tbMtvic^ Std^pe^ Js at kft .«iafid smh FJcks 
^f .^lii^t ,i^98| ^lls .c»v«red <Mth >3^ien, 
imik yifik9> and tMQmii^n^.of.a.jmft sBae> 
t[^)k jA^peaianQB, .oowred with a -Heath i& 
|xai|d(ul, til}* 'it m^ .vie vnth.thc-^owii^ 
iitf»aiianthus* l^hc Gaodena jssc /veiy •<?:^iifive, 
linl r|ai4 tjuffi. VB tlie ifiwit Xaffae, that is to 
^* tD^yjb Qi»n(iej|}r jpd 3$tffl(4icitf uoiiedt 
v.. . Nature 
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BFaturc aiJprarsr here ih fitr IbVeliefl: AttiVe,' 
and Art h cbntcntect. t(S ^dt in her proper 
Spheit, aSr'Mandmaid to the Goddefs. We 
ferdom drftlk 'tdi in ttiA Houfe y fometimes 
8!t dfegailt Tettt 2Xidt MafiiHs is pitched' at 
feme- fine Point of View 5 Ibsftttimes we refort 
to a fine bancjoecting Rwm, and often the 
Shade cf a brgfe fpreading Oak has the Pre- 

fcrcncr. Upoh thtlfe dctafions^ -—^ al- 

v»ay^ rdadffand We Wofk. t^hat molt attrafts 

my- Admiration litre Is, to perceiVe that in 

^Tf furrduttdihg Objeft, Utility adds Merit 

tb Beauty : the' Falrtti-HoUfels' on this Eftate 

ifttf ntdt as 'the ffertcf (Jf thdiiflfry can make 

them, aAtf" chteafftil' as the Sfmlles of Content^ 

drtti 6v^ry Creature that breithes iipon thi* 

l^ot feems to jparticipate in the unfeigned 

Happinels of the excelTcnt Pofleflors, whole 

Goodnefs adds the highcft Luftre to Wealtli 

and Title that ttidy are capable of receiving. It 

was ' weir faid, whoever made the Obfervation, 

that a good Aftion never lofes its Reward; 

here was I fat down, full of Love and Re- 

fpeft, to write my deareft Friend a dutiful and 

loving Letter, when lo, and behold ! I was 

made happy by the Receipt of yours; and 

truly 
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truly rgoiced I am to find, that my Fears 
are groundlefs; however, I don't feel hapi^ 
at the Thought of your Family's meeting with 
any Interruption to its Fkafures. Believe my 
Aflurance fincere, when I affirm, that I think 
iiic Content which reigns therem, far excels if| 
Value the higheft Gratifications that Shew and 
Grandeur can beftow on its .reftkls Votaries* 
I am afraid, by what you fay of , 

I gave you an Account of its Beauties in my 
laft, if fo, this will be a horrid, ftupid Re- 
petition; in that Cafe, commit me to thii 
Flames without the leaft Remorfe of Confcience* 
I hope the Sight of a Letter direfted by the 
Pen of a fine young Gentlemen, won't give 
you any Alarm; ( confefs it has done {o by. 
me, fince this new falhioned Way of franking* 
Adieu ! In more Hade than can be expreiled, 
believe me ever 

your very finccre Friend, 



LET- 
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LETTER LIX. 
to Mrs. —— . 

HOW much do I hold myfelf indebted to 
you, my , deareft Friend, for the fmgular 
Story contained in your laft Letter! With 
what Delight have I perufed, and re-perufed 
it! What an excellent Being is that Mr, — . ! 
What a Heroifm of Generofity ! — ^That he alone 
(from whom it could be leaft expefted or defer- 
ved) ftiould ftand forth, and by a timely Aft 
of Benevolence, fave a whole Family from Ruin ! 
Blcflings go with him ! It may truly be termed 
a divine Aftion, to confer Bounties on thofe 
who have committed Offences againft us ; and 
the next Confolation to having the Power to 
be fo virtuous ourfelves, is to fee thofe who 
have that Power, ready and defirous to exert 
it. I have been told that the Mailer of the 
Family fo benefited was once — — 



Wc 
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We have been thdc fix Weeks paft at 
— — — Houfe, a veiy ma^nifioent Scat pi — 
-, twenty Miles higher up. m the High- 



lands than this Place is ; though it far ex- 

cceds in Grandeur, yet I own the 

rural Beauties of the latter, haye more Charms 
for my humble Diipofition ; Providence ha- 
ving no doubt, defigned me to tread the 
*« Cool fequcftered Vale of Life/* has bounded 
my Ideas accordingly,, and I look upon this 
as one of the numberlefs Inilances I have tx^ 
perienced of the Divine Bounty. The Coun- 
try about is very ronBantic and beauti- 

fill ; in fome Places rather wild, in others very 
fertile, w4uch forms a fine Contraft. Tha 
Houfe is immensely large, the Rooms, are in-^ 
finite in Number, finely proportioned, and 
elegantly' furniQied throughout \ 'tis fituated ia 
a very extenfive Vale, amply wooded^ and or* 
namented * with four beautiful Rivers, all of 
which, af different Places^ lofe themfcjvcs in 
the Tay. Some of them from the Tops of 
very high Mountains receive a prodigious In- 
creafc from the fineft natural Cafcades you can 
imagine, which is a Sight extremely beautiful, 

and 
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tend at the fame Time very tremendous. The 
!< 'tchen-G irden is the fined Thing of the 
Kind that in my Life I ever faw ; elegant Sum- 
mer-Houfes, Alcoves, Oftagons, &c. fc?f. often 
tempted us to driijk Tea abroad, and ^ enjoy the 
fine i*xtenfive Views at Leifure. I Ihould have 
told you, that the Vale is fufrourded with Hills 
and Mountains, ai fuch a Diftance, that in- 
ftead of confining the Profpeft, they add grea-C- 
ly to the Grantieur of it. 

I muft not omit to mention a natural Cu- 
riofity I here met with, of a very extraordinary 
Kind : M' Pherson, Laird of Foignes^ two 
Years before the Peace, raifed eight and twen- 
ty Men to ferve in America ; who unanimoufly 
declared, when tney came to embark, that they 
would not have enlifted, had they not thought 
they Ihould have ferved under bim\ the ge- 
nerous Laird was fo ftruck with this Proof 
of their Attachment, that he declared they 
Ihould not be difappointed, and, at the Age 
of feventy-two, alked Leave to fcrve as a Vo- 
lunteer: during the Remainder of the Cam- 
paign he was prefent in every Aftion, was 
always ready to expofe his Pcrfon, and never 

Vol. IL Y was 
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[ w^ a fingk Day prevented bjr Illnefs flrorti 
doing his Duty ; the Gavernmcnt has reward- 
ed hia Ipirited Qewrofity with n liiutinamjy 
and Loave to retire upon full Pay^ fo that 
now, like the Patriarchs of old, he wagof 
more harmlefs Wars with the feathered Race 
and fwift-footed Stag : now, at near fourfcoxc 
Years of Agp, be is able to walk and fcranx- 
ble amongft the Mountains, the \tha*e Day, in 
Purfuit of Game. How few, o^y gppd Friend, 
of our degenerate Countrymen, are, at fuch an 
Age able to ierve their King and Co^ntty! 
Enervated by Sloth and Luxury, kti^g before 
that Period of life, they becQi»e.t Burth«i 
to themfelvea, and a Torment to all about 
thfcm. When I looked at the military Garb 
and venerable iilv^ I.x>cks of thi$ aQrthei;n 
Hero, I fancied I faw in his ftngle Pcriw 
an Epitome of all the illuftrioqs <ir4^ x}aa% 
fervcd in the Siege of yr^y -, and if ipy Heart 
had been inclined p change its pi?efe«t Sjtu^ 
tion, I verily believe I fbould, without Hc6* 
tation, have beftawed v. upon this w^ikje 
Mountsiin^er. 

I fear the Seafon is npw approaching, when 
pur friendly Aflbciation muft lofe fame of its 

agree- 
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agreeable Ornaments; I feel for the Mortifi- 
cation a fenjible Mind mud fuQer, at being 
obliged to quit the Society of a favourite few^ 
to mix with the unthinking many : but hope 
that the kind Genius of Friendfliip will inter- 
por<; a Gleam of Pleafure, at the Profpedt of 
a future Meeting. 

You were encjiured after, laft W$ek, by — 
— — , in the following ardent Terms : " How 
^' is that beft of good Beings ? Is fhe not the 
** w<«thieft of Hearen's Worthies ? Was there 
*^ ever Acquaintance who did not efteem her, 
" Friend who did not love her, Domeftic who 
** did ROt; bkft her, or Indigent, who came to 
^. her Door, that did not pray for her ? Long 
". may fl^e remain with us! and whenever it 
" pleafes Providence to rcniove her froni Earth, 
*? may 9^ receive Bleffings in a future State, 
*' in aa ^mple. Portions, as Ihe, through Life, 
" has ever .wifticd and endeavoured to difpenfc 
" thwi to her Fellow-Cr^tures !"' I fmiled Ap- 
pr<)]^atiQO, 9nd prpmiied to fend the e^aft 
Tern)s> 
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L E T T E R LX. 

Countcfs. of Hertford to Dr. Burnet^ 

Occafioned by fome Meditations the DoSiorfent her^ 
upon the Death of her Son^ Lord Beauchamp, 

Sir, 

I Am very fenfibly obliged by the kind Com- 
paflion you cxprefs for me, under my heavy 
Affliftion. The Meditations, you have furnifhcd * 
rhe with, afford the ftrongeft Motives for Con- 
folation that can be offered to a Pcrfon under 
my unhappy Circunrflances. The dear, la- 
mented Son, I have loft, was the Pride and 
Joy of my Heart : but I hope I may be the 
more ealily excufed for having looked on him 
in this Light, fince he was not fo from the 
outward Advantages he poffefled, but from 
the Virtues and Reftitude of his Mind, The 
Profpefts which flattered me, in Regard ta 
him, were not drawn from his diftinguifhed 
Rank, or from the Beauty of his Perfon, but 

- - from 
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from the Hopes that his Example would have 
been ferviceablc to the Caufe of Virtue, and 
would have (hewn the, younger P«t of the 
World, that it was poffible to be chearful with- 
out being foolifh or vicious, and to be rcli" 
gious without fevcrity or melancholy. His 
whole Life was one uninterrupted Courfe of 
Duty and Affeftion to hU Parents j *nd, when 
he found the Hand of Death upon him^ his 
only Regret was to think on the Agonies which 
muft rend their Hearts; for he was perfeftly 
contented to leave the World, as his Con- 
fcience did not reproach him with any pre- 
fumptuous Sins, and he hoped his Errors woyld 
be forgiven. Thus he refigned hjs innocent 
Soul into the Hands of his merciful Creator, 
on the Evening of his Birth-Day, which com- 
pleated him nineteen. You will not bp fur- 
prized, Sir, that the Death of fui:h a Son 
Ihould occafion the c^eepe^: Sorrpw j yet, at 
the fame Time, it leaves us the moft com- 
fortable AfTurance, that he is happier than 
our fondeft Wiihes and Care could have made 
him, which muft enable us to fupport the Re* 
mainder of Years which it ftiall pleafe God 
to allot for us here, without murmuring or 
Y 3 Dif. 
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Diiconif nt^ and quicken our Endeavours to prc-t 
pare oorfelves to follow co that happv Place, 
where otir dear valuable Child is gone before 
us. I beg the Continuance of your Prayers, 
and atts 

S I R, 

Your moft obliged humble Servaa^ 
Lady .H*rtforp * 



L E L T E R LXI, 

Dr. A te Mr. Hule. 

Dear iSJr, P^tis^- . Juig Jt* 

IPiomifed you fliould hear fr6m me ofi my 
Tour, r nov^ Wm€ to you. from this Me- 
trt>po!is of Din and GeiiHlityj which, owing to 

^ The Editor re^ww hJs feeftThanl» to- the Tnemd 
wHo iS^'p^cib^ ob^^ hiin MnHh this^§iiial:l^tt<€r| and 
only wifhes it had come to his Hands Xime enouj^ to bare 
been ini^rted earlier in this CoUedtion. 

the 
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riie N^rrownefe of the Streets and Height of 
the Houfes, pms me moi^ in mind of the Ca- 
pital of North than of Simtb Britain ^ but 
then the Grands Hotels are more noble, and in 
greater Abundance than our Noblemen's Houfa 5 
and -the Environs of Varis are, in my Opi- 
nion^ finer than thofe of London^ ^hich Place 
we left on Manday the 14th of this Month, 
and arrived here on Tuefday the 2 2d, with- 
out meeting any difagreeable Accident during 
the Journey. We have got a very elegant 
Apartment in one of the beft Paru of Paris^ 
and, you may be fure, have loft no Time 
fince our Arrival, in feeing every Thing 
that is worthy a Stranger's Curiofity, The 
^buiUerieSj of which Frmch Novellifts make 
fuch frequent Mention, is a pleafant place for 
the People of Falhion to take the Air in; 
The Louvrt^ which, in outward ShtfW, far 
exceeds any Palace we have, runs along one 
End of it, and on the oppolite Side a fine - 
Square is building, called the Place de Louis 
^iftZBy there are noble ftiady Walks, and a 
champing Terrafs, that commands a fine View 
*of Paris \ but the old Tafte, in which the 
Cfurer of the Garden is laid out, is frightful, 
Y 4 and 
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and cxaftly rcfemblcs the Ornamentf of z 
Minced-Pyc. There i« another fafhionablc 
Rendezvous for the Evening Airings, about 
a Mile out pf Paris^ that, I confcfs, pleafc? 
n,e ftill more, called the Bois de Boullognc^ 
where, in%ad of a Iharp Gravel and crowd- 
^cd Walks, like our Park, you may wander 
about at full Liberty, and tread upon a ver- 
dant Carpet all the Time. We have ietn fe- 
veral private CoUedlions pf Paippngs, and 
other Cpriqfities, that do great Honour to thf 
Tafte and Judgment of the Poffcflbrs: but 
nothing charms me fo much, as a noble 
- CoUeftion "of Piftures at the Palaii Royalty 
which belongs to the Duke of Orleans, 
firil Prince of the Blood, and wer^ chiefly 
purchafed by the famous Regent. The granj 
Opera here is the fineft Thing to fee you caa 
pofTibly imagine -, the Scenes are fplendid, thq 
Drefles rich and elegant, the Dancta compofed 
with infinite Tafte, and finely executed, and 
the Stage much better filled than ours; but 
the Mufic is truly deteftable; 'tis all Frercb^ 
and from the Beginning p the End like a 
folemn Dirge. As for the Voices, if you 
will imagine z Concert compofed of Catj^ 

Owls, 
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Owls, and Monkgrsi it will give you a tole- 
rable Idea of the Harmony, and whoever af- 
faffinatcs your Ears with the greateft Violence 
is moft applauded. The French comic Opera 
1$ as agreeable as the ferious. Qpe is the ic- 
verfe. The Songs are all fprightly JtaUam 
Airs ; the Scenery and Dreffes, as at the other, 
j^xccl ours, and to my Fancy, this is the 
moft agreeable Arpufement Farts affords 5 their 
Manner of afting Plays, I own, does not charm 
ipne, after being ufed to the genteel, familiar 
Dialogue of our E^iyb Comedies; and even 
in Tragedy, I think they have too much Ener* 
gy, both of Voice and Adion. I (hould not 
fhus faqiiliarly play the Critic, were I nc« 
perfedly well acquainted with your Candour 
and Good-nature^ for, after all, I am talking 
pf what I don't underftand, and am as likely 
to be wrong as right. So much by Way of 
Pigreffion, a Liljerty all modern Novellifts 
allow themfelves^ and now iny Narrative pro- 
ceeds to the Chapter of Fafhions, .for the Sake 
of the female Members of , your Party. The 
Ladies in general would, I believe, be hand- 
fome, but for two (hocking Dabs of Crimfon, 
pr Scarlet, which fpm^ prefer, in a circular 

Form, 
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Fomi^ difdafy undeif each Eye, which make^ 
Asm look ]\jA like fo many Fi<iries ; the Hair 
dveffed out of a\\ Prapbrdon, for . ofbn the 
Height of ttie Hmr i^ more a great Deal Aan 
the Lengdi ^ the whole Face ; Ladies, whb 
are quitft moddfate, are, at kaff, three Inches 
Qf^T^pde^tM^f than J5)ff//^ of the fame Height.* 
The Hoops arc very fmafl, ^thc Ruffles rtry mc-f 
derate^ and the Necks iMtt cdv<?red than in 
Efi^la^di ih^ Gow[is are:ni{idc very h^h be- 
}An<if and pin |)retty dofe before, and alnsoft 
»wide at Bottcmt 2(s at Top-, the Pleats of 
the- SaiJks behind are made narrower than our$. 
The ^Affied' Ladies (indeed we never fee any 
•Cher irt-Poblie) ^1 wear Very fmall- Oap$4 
TheCe^irt being in Mourning, prevents otrf 
fteing -any other finery than Dtamond^, in 
^hieh thcf L^ies feem to abound, in gene- 
ral, 'Imore than- in Rngkni* Not a Head of 
My S(M h\x^ I yet! feen that is not aWbkite* 
}y pBaiftered with Pomatum and Powder, thofe 
ef the Poor ^ well 2t5 the Richj T wonder 
the- Confmilptton of Flower in this Metropo^ 
lis of well-dreflfed dirty People, docs not breed 

f Thb vim cYldently VfAi\m fome Tears fiaet. 
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fk Famioc: the Stwets are always fo crowded 
with them, that you wouM fwear Paris waa 
the mpft populoits Place, and the PafiJiaKs 
the mpft idle Set of Pec^Ic in the whc^e 
"World. A fathionable Cuftonl here ils, when die 
Comedy is finifhed, to drive to what is called 
the Grande Bmkvardj one Side of which is 
fliadcd with Trees, and the other filled with 
large Coffee-houfes, finely illuminated, where 
you fise all Manner of Sport going forward, 
as Eating, Dancing, Mufic, Puppet-Shows, 
CorijufcriJi Fireworks, Firc-Eaiers, Giatits, Lil- 
liputians, (3c. (Sc. in (hort, you may be amufed, 
in about the Length of the Mall^ frdm eight 
in the Evening till three in the Morning ; but* 
the genteel Way is only to drive up amd dowft* 
the Walk without getting out of -your Gir* 
iriage. I am afraid that my DefcrJption' of 
Parii, and its Amufements, wiH tire both 
your Eyes and ^wr Patience^ at kiaft, ii has- 
done fo by me, and I have fcribbled in fuch 
a Kurry, that it is not fit to fend 5 but I 
flatter myfelf, yoti would rather have a Letter 
iB written, than none ; I aip mortified though, 
that it will €oft you a great deal mor6 po« 
fb^ tha» it is v/orth, and by the Time it 
I reachtfi 
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reaches you, we fhaH probably be purfuing our 

^Journey, fo that I cannot hope to hear a 

Word of or from dear England till I get to 

. In the mean Time, I beg to be 

remembered in the kindeft Manner, to every 
Friend, and that you will believe me to be, 
as I ever am, with Truth and Sincerity, your 
truly aScdion^te and faithful 

J. A . 

I hope you arc able to enjoy this charming 
Weather, (for I hope 'tis fuch with you as well 
as with us) by taking many agreeable Walks 
in your delightful Fields; I aflure you the 
Sein$ is nothing comparable to the Avon^ and 
atic Pont Neuf^ fo much extolled by Fame and 
Frencbrntn, is a paltry Affair, in Coniparifon 
of Weftntinjler Bridge. Now I muft have done, 
and I ani fure ygu will be glad of it. 

I was fo charmed, and fo; moved laft Night 
at the Tragedy of Zayre^ chat I am almoft 
tempted to recant what I have faid agajnft the 
Fremb Tragedians % but I ftill feel a Partiality 
for our own A&9rs. I will not be fo unrea^ 

: fonabl^ 
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fonablc to tcize ypu any longer with my 
Scrawl ; .once more adieu. 



LETTER LXII. 
Dr. A——, to Mr. Hull. 

0£li 13. 

OUR Route was quite different from that 
by which wc once went from Strajbourg. 
to Varis^ to my no fmall Joy, for I think a 
twice-gone Road almoil as bad as a twice-told 
Tale. I had an Opportunity, by this Means, of 
feeing Beauties in Cbampaigne^ which, till then, 
I had no. Idea of 5 for many Miles the Road, 
formed an adual Tcrrafs, bounded on one Side 
by little Hills, interfperfed with Vineyards and 
Corn-Fields, and on the other Side, the Eye 
is led, by a gentle Defcent, down to the mofl: 
fertile Vales, the Verdure of which could fcarce-. 
ly be conceived from the Painting of paftoral 

Poetry j 
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£a(tr]r> through thele, for an immeafe W^f^ 
meanders a moft beautiful ferpentine River, 
whofe Banks ate adorned with innumerable 
Droves of Cattle of every Sort, which puts 
one in Mind of the peaceful Reign of the 
Patriarchs, fince, being undivided, they appear 
to be the Property of one Matter. You will 
fcarcely think, my good Friend, that thefe fmi- 
ling Scenes could raife melancholy Ideas, and 
yet they had that Effeft upon my Mind ; in 
almoft every Village we pafled through, which 
had looked beautiful at a Dlftance^ we found 
all the Appearance of Wretchedncfs and Want 
that you fee in the mcA dreary Parts of Savo^^ 
fbr what the Extravagance and Luxury of the 
Prince of-CoNDji' (part of whofe immenfc Ter-r 
ritocy this is) leaves to the Peafaats, is wred&ed 
from chem by the \zzy Priefts, wbo, like Lo* 
eufts, feem to be fent only to eat up the Riches 
of the Land: here you fee no hoffritable Gen- 
tieman's Seat; no warm, neat Cottages ; thofc 
are Conrfprts rcfcrved only fbr the EMglifij who 
would, perhaps, be mote gratefol ^ the Blef-^ 
fings they enjoy, if they poffeflcd fewer of them.. 
But to return to our Jourbey; the fine Seafoa 
of the Tear^ good Roads» and every whierc 

tolerable 
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loJerable AcconipnpdaapRs, ^mifl4 us w fivdVf 
Days tp Stri^owitg. :»hew we ^ftopprd for thaw 
pays \ 6oin tb^ce we ftseitd ovr C0wfe tft 
Bidk (^ Bafiik ?s it » C»lled « tbft Ma|i8> 
in Sifill»riand. This Cbgngp in 0«r Route ^ 
lighted me. We weie injJ«jc4 to make ^ 
litde Round, to ay^ a gw^t Pi« of ^<i^ 
wherp we heafd t^e Roads vere Jibnoft imptf-* 
fpblp, the Wfitcp mwhrffQ«ac» ft gre«t Scardty 
of Pr<wi6onSfc ,an<i th« Mwifles n^ng ^very 
vherp J jW/ is ewwwoely weU v«orth the Qb» 
fervation oi Tr^vrUess i the SiUHttioo is on .a 
very nobk Pwt irf the Rbiney which runs 
through ^ T^wn i it «lfo merits the Atcen- 
tion of the Lovers of Fertile as the beft Relid 
of the fjwoivs HoLBEMs (known by the Name 
of Death's Dance) is prefervcd in the public 
Library. From Ball we proceeded to Scbaf- 
haufetti another of the proteftant Swifs Can- 
tens ; about three Miles hence is the Cata- 
raft of the Khiney an Objeft which I contem- 
plated with a IV^xtipre lO^ Hormr and PUafurty 
' eafier to be felt than defcribed, which I b^ 
you will tell — — — — conveyed to me a 
clearer Idea of the Sublime and Beautifult than 
I could ever gather even from Mr. Burke. 

We 
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tam^ "cof tat Vns of tbf £bdoib 
de Cm^sme: boc opca iLe vbok^ _ 

Hoc $mitx£Hmd ««£ c&^gb, m-ftjfoK. lan 
is as ocpcp^^boG mdadnlT Air, even ic sbe 
|j» III If TovaSy ttJC s d^ufh:^ WiicB ^r 

flfff S3ID ulC ^yfTwLf CVOT TinBg JCC 13B 

annn of Notdtj » mc^ and I had adr :31c 
fiaorafyiog Jt rflnfHnn to iiidbe;, tiuc wfacn I 
lift |wil8>i1 tfaoferq gg cd Padis, I vv goic^ ti^ 
wacds Es^jlsaif aad nom^ jbi ! vis goi^g from 
it* I win wxMt foa wicii 00 ioRfacr Far- 
uoaSan of our Joonicf, &fc doc «c ^'■'** J 
It tndxNit aojr fiiiiurr Accident wIuilviz. 

A&n! 



FINIS. 
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